
A

ReckonQuest — Joke Book

 Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly 
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of ReckonQuest — read 

them out loud and make someone laugh.

★  ★  ★

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you 
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class. 
A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

★  ★  ★

 

Why did the mental math wizard skip the calculator?  

Because they already had all the numbers up their sleeve!
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Puns

Why did the mental math wizard skip the calculator?

Why did 5 love multiplying by even numbers?

Why did the times table go to school early?

Why did the number get split in two?

Why did 9 always feel a little off?

Why did order of operations bring a to-do list?

Why is doubling and halving such a power couple?

 

 Because they already had all the numbers up their sleeve!

 Because the answer always ends in a nice round 0!

 To learn its multiples by heart!

 Because breaking it apart made it way easier to multiply!

 Because it's just 10 minus 1, and it never lets you forget it!

 Because it always does things in the right order!

 Because 16 x 5 becomes 8 x 10 -- same answer, half the effort!



Why did the reckoner love the number 100?

What did the carry digit say when it moved to the next column?

Why did 11 love two-digit multiplication?

Why did the estimate and the exact answer high-five?

Why did the subtraction problem borrow money?

Why was the number 25 so good at quarters?

Why did the compensation trick feel so fair?

 Because everything is easier when you can lean on a round friend!

 "Excuse me, coming through!"

 Because 11 times a number is just its digits with a little space in 
between (most of the time)!

 Because the reckoner checked one against the other!

 It needed to regroup!

 Because four of them always make a whole 100!

 Because whatever you add, you take right back!



Why did the square number look so balanced?

What did the number 12 say at the reckoning tournament?

Why did the reckoner refuse to panic?

Why did the parentheses always go first?

Why did dividing by 5 love multiplying by 2?

Why did the mental math trick feel like magic?

 Because it's a number times itself -- perfectly matched!

 "Split me into 10 and 2, and I'm easy to work with!"

 Because every big problem is just small problems stacked up!

 Because they're VIPs -- Very Important Parentheses!

 Because dividing by 5 is the same as doubling and dividing by 10!

 Because the audience never saw the shortcut coming!



Riddles

Compute 7 x 8 in your head. What is it?

What's a fast way to find 25 x 16?

Compute 99 x 6 quickly. What do you get?

What is 48 + 37 using "make a ten"?

Evaluate 3 + 4 x 2 using order of operations. What is it?

What is 12 x 15?

Halve 68 in your head. What do you get?

 

 56! A handy memory aid: 5, 6, 7, 8 -- "56 = 7 x 8."

 400! Because 25 x 4 = 100, and 100 x 4 = 400 (since 16 = 4 x 4).

 594! Because 100 x 6 = 600, then subtract 6 to get 594.

 85! Add 48 + 2 = 50, then add the remaining 35 to get 85.

 11! Multiply first: 4 x 2 = 8, then add 3.

 180! Because 12 x 15 = 12 x 10 + 12 x 5 = 120 + 60 = 180.

 34! Halve 60 to get 30, halve 8 to get 4, then add.



What is 6 x 9 using the nines trick?

Compute 200 - 47 mentally. What is it?

What is the square of 20?

Evaluate (6 + 2) x 5. What is it?

What is 45 / 5 by doubling?

Compute 13 x 11. What is it?

What is 500 x 8?

 54! Because 6 x 10 = 60, then subtract 6 to get 54.

 153! Count up: from 47 to 50 is 3, from 50 to 200 is 150, so 3 + 150 
= 153.

 400! Because 20 x 20 = 400.

 40! The parentheses go first: 6 + 2 = 8, then 8 x 5 = 40.

 9! Double 45 to get 90, then divide by 10: 90 / 10 = 9.

 143! For 11 times a two-digit number, add the digits and place the 
sum in the middle: 1(1+3)3 = 143.



Evaluate 20 - 6 / 2. What is it?

What is 35 x 4 by doubling twice?

Compute 1,000 - 375. What is it?

What is 8 x 25?

Evaluate 2 x 3 squared (2 x 3^2). What is it?

What is 47 + 48 using a doubles fact?

 4,000! Because 5 x 8 = 40, then add the two zeros from 500: 4,000.

 17! Divide first: 6 / 2 = 3, then 20 - 3 = 17.

 140! Double 35 to get 70, then double again to get 140.

 625! Count up from 375: to 400 is 25, to 1,000 is 600, so 25 + 600 = 
625.

 200! Because 4 x 25 = 100, so 8 x 25 is double that: 200.

 18! Exponents before multiplication: 3^2 = 9, then 2 x 9 = 18.

 95! Because 47 + 47 = 94 (a double), and 48 is one more, so 94 + 1 
= 95.



Silly Stuff

A student did a huge multiplication entirely in their head and then wrote 
"trust me" as the work shown. The teacher, impressed, wrote "verify me" 
underneath.

The number 9 walked around bragging that its multiples' digits always add 
up to 9. Everyone checked: 18 (1+8), 27 (2+7), 36 (3+6)... and 9 just smiled 
smugly. It's true, and 9 knows it.

A reckoner got so fast at mental math that they answered the question before 
the teacher finished asking it. The answer was correct. The question was 
about lunch. Instincts are hard to turn off.

Order of operations threw a party and everyone showed up in the wrong 
order. Parentheses were furious, exponents were confused, and addition just 
sat in the corner waiting its turn, as always.

Someone tried to multiply 999,999 x 999,999 in their head, blinked twice, 
and quietly decided that a calculator is a perfectly dignified tool for certain 
occasions.

The doubling trick and the halving trick got married. Their wedding gift to 
each other was 16 x 5, which they immediately turned into 8 x 10 and 
enjoyed a much easier honeymoon.

A carry digit got so tired of jumping to the next column that it filed for a 
transfer to a subtraction problem, where it could "borrow" instead. Grass is 
always greener in the next operation.

The number 25 insisted it was "basically 100 with commitment issues." Four 
of them together do make 100, so honestly, fair point.

A student computed 5 x 5 as 25, then 6 x 6 as 36, then confidently declared 7 
x 7 was "47." So close, and yet 49 was standing right there the whole time.

 



Someone forgot the order of operations and solved 6 + 2 x 3 as 24 instead of 
12. The multiplication sign has been quietly seething about being skipped 
ever since.

A reckoner broke 47 x 6 into (40 x 6) + (7 x 6), solved it in a flash, and then 
broke a sandwich into "bread times filling" out of pure habit. Decomposition 
is a lifestyle.

The compensation trick added 3 to make a problem easier, then forgot to 
subtract the 3 back. The answer was 3 too big and very confused about why 
nobody trusted it.

A number line watched a reckoner "count up" for subtraction and said, "You 
know you can just walk backwards, right?" The reckoner replied, "Forward is 
friendlier," and kept counting up.

Zero showed up to a multiplication reckoning and instantly made the whole 
product 0. The other numbers had spent an hour setting up. Zero 
apologized. Sort of.

A speed-reckoner and a careful-reckoner had a race. Speed finished first but 
wrong; Careful finished second but right. In this app, Careful wins, because 
the answer that matters is the correct one.



Fun Facts

Did you know? Any multiple of 9 has digits that add up to 9 (or a multiple of 
9). Check 63: 6 + 3 = 9. Check 81: 8 + 1 = 9. This is a real divisibility test for 9!

Did you know? To multiply any number by 5, you can halve it and multiply by 
10. So 48 x 5 = (48 / 2) x 10 = 24 x 10 = 240. Much easier than the long way!

Did you know? "PEMDAS" (Parentheses, Exponents, Multiplication/Division, 
Addition/Subtraction) tells you the order of operations -- but multiplication 
and division are equal rank, done left to right, and so are addition and 
subtraction!

Did you know? Mental-math champions don't have magic brains -- they 
memorize a few key facts (like squares up to 25) and use clever shortcuts. 
Anyone can learn the tricks!

Did you know? To multiply a two-digit number by 11, add its two digits and 
place the sum in the middle. 24 x 11: put 2 and 4 apart with 2+4=6 between 
them, giving 264!

Did you know? The "lattice method" of multiplication, using a grid of 
diagonals, was used in India and the Middle East over 700 years ago -- and it 
still works perfectly today!

Did you know? Subtraction by "counting up" is how store cashiers used to 
make change. Instead of 10.00 - 6.35, they'd count 6.35 up to 10.00 and 
hand you the difference as they went!

Did you know? To square a number ending in 5, multiply the front part by 
one more than itself, then tack on 25. For 35^2: 3 x 4 = 12, then add 25 to 
get 1,225!

Did you know? Breaking a number apart (like turning 47 into 40 + 7) uses the 
"distributive property," one of the most powerful ideas in all of math. It's the 
reason mental multiplication works!

 



Did you know? The word "reckon" is an old English word meaning "to 
calculate or count." A "reckoning" once meant settling accounts -- literally 
doing the math on what was owed!

Did you know? Doubling repeatedly grows faster than you'd expect. Double 
1 just ten times and you reach 1,024 -- which is why a single grain of rice 
doubled on each chessboard square becomes an impossible amount!

Did you know? Any number times 0 is 0, and any number times 1 stays the 
same. These two facts, called the "identity" and "zero" properties, are the 
anchors of all mental multiplication!

Did you know? An abacus lets skilled users do arithmetic astonishingly fast. 
Expert users can even calculate with a "mental abacus" -- picturing the beads 
moving in their imagination!

Did you know? To divide by 4, halve the number twice. To divide by 8, halve 
it three times. So 96 / 8 = 48, 24, 12 -- three halvings and you're done!

Did you know? Sanity-checking is part of real reckoning. If you compute 19 x 
21 and get 39, a quick estimate (20 x 20 = 400) tells you instantly that 
something went wrong!



Keep laughing

That's 70 jokes from ReckonQuest. Made someone laugh? Try making up 
your own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.
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Play it now Meet the cast More free books

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/play/reckonquest

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/cast/reckonquest

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/books

Scan a code with any phone camera, or type the address. Every app, story, 
and book is free, forever — no account, no tracking.
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