
A

NexusForge — Joke Book

 Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly 
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of NexusForge — read them 

out loud and make someone laugh.

★  ★  ★

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you 
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class. 
A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

★  ★  ★

 

Why did the feedback loop go to therapy?  

It kept reinforcing its own problems!
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Puns

Why did the feedback loop go to therapy?

What did one system node say to the other?

Why was the ecosystem so dramatic?

What do you call a causal loop diagram that doesn't make sense?

Why did the balancing loop feel underappreciated?

What did the predator say to the prey population?

Why did the systems thinker make a great friend?

 

 It kept reinforcing its own problems!

 "I feel a real connection between us!"

 Everything had a cascading effect!

 A vicious cycle of confusion!

 It was always keeping things stable but nobody noticed!

 "Our relationship is really complex -- it goes in cycles!"

 They always saw the bigger picture!



What did the thermostat say to the room temperature?

Why was the interconnected system so popular at school?

What did the cause say to the effect?

Why did the stock of fish collapse?

What do you call a delay in a causal system?

Why did the domino refuse to fall?

What did the emergent behavior say when it appeared?

 "I've got negative feedback for you!"

 It was well-connected!

 "I didn't mean to push your buttons -- but it was a chain reaction!"

 The reinforcing loop got out of hand -- too much fishing, too few 
fish, more fishing, fewer fish...

 Fashionably late effects!

 It didn't want to cause a cascade!

 "Nobody planned me, but here I am!"



Why are systems thinkers bad at telling short stories?

What's a positive feedback loop's favorite snack?

Why did the city planner study systems thinking?

What do you call a system where nothing changes?

Why did the variable refuse to stay constant?

What did the node with too many connections say?

 Because everything is connected to everything else!

 Snowballs -- they just keep growing!

 To avoid unintended traffic consequences!

 Equilib-boring!

 It was too influenced by its surroundings!

 "I'm feeling a bit overwhelmed -- everything depends on me!"



Keep laughing

That's 20 jokes from NexusForge. Made someone laugh? Try making up your 
own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

Keep exploring online

Play it now Meet the cast More free books

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/play/nexusforge

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/cast/nexusforge

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/books

Scan a code with any phone camera, or type the address. Every app, story, 
and book is free, forever — no account, no tracking.
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