MintForge — Joke Book

Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of MintForge — read them

out loud and make someone laugh.

Why did the penny feel underappreciated?

Because everyone said, "A penny for your thoughts" but never
actually paid!

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class.

A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free,
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.
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Puns

Why did the penny feel underappreciated?

. Because everyone said, "A penny for your thoughts" but never

actually paid!

What did the dollar bill say to the quarter?

‘ . "You're only worth 25% of me — but you still count!”

Why was the piggy bank so proud?

‘ ., It was full of savings and self-worth!

What do you call a rich elf?

‘ . Welfy!

Why did the coin go to school?

‘ . To get more cents (sense)!

What did the budget say to the impulse purchase?

‘ . "You're not in my plans!"

Why did the bank feel secure?



‘ . Because it had a lot of interest in its customers!

What did the credit card say to the cash?

‘ . "l can buy anything you can — | just pay for it later!"

Why was the savings account so patient?

‘ ., It knew that interest takes time to compound!

What did the entrepreneur say to the investor?

‘ . "lI've got the idea — you've got the capital — let's make a profit!"

Why did the stock market go up and down?

‘ ., It was just going through some changes — also known as volatility!

What did the tax form say on April 15?

‘ , "lt's my time to shine — and take some of yours!"

Why did the investor plant seeds?

‘ . To grow a diversified portfolio!

What's the difference between a need and a want?

‘ . A need keeps you alive; a want keeps the economy alive!



Why was inflation so frustrating?

. Because your money bought less even though you had the same

amount!

What did compound interest say to simple interest?

. "l earn interest ON my interest — I'm exponentially better!"

Why was the economist always uncertain?

. Because every prediction came with the caveat "all else being

equal" — and it never was!

What did supply say to demand?

. "When you want too much and | can't keep up, prices go through
the roof!"

Why did the opportunity cost feel left out?

. Because it was the thing you DIDN'T choose — and nobody pays

attention to the path not taken!

What did the bond say to the stock?

. "I'm less exciting, but I'm way more reliable!"



Riddles

I'm a plan for how to spend and save your money. What am 1?

‘ . Abudget!

I'm somewhere you keep your money safe and it can grow a little. What

aml?

. Asavings account!

I'm the difference between what you earn and what you spend. What am
1?

., Savings (or profit, if you're a business)!

I'm money you earn by working. What am 1?

‘ . Income (or wages)!

I'm something you need to survive (like food or shelter), not just
something you'd like to have. What am 1?

‘ . Aneed!

I'm the extra money a bank pays you for keeping your money there.
What am 1?

‘ . Interest!



I'm when interest earns interest on top of interest - money growing on

money. What am 1?

., Compound interest!

| let you buy something now and pay for it later, but | charge you extra if
you're slow to pay. What am 1?

. Credit (or a credit card)!

I'm a person who starts a business, taking risks in hopes of making a
profit. What am 1?

. An entrepreneur!

I'm the money a government collects from citizens to pay for public
services. What am 1?

‘ . Taxes!

| happen when prices gradually rise, so each dollar buys less over time.
What am 1?

‘ . Inflation!

I'm the value of the next best thing you gave up when making a choice.
What am 1?

‘ . Opportunity cost!



I'm an economic rule: when more people want something and supply
stays the same, my price goes up. What am 1?

‘ ., Demand (in supply and demand)!

I'm when you spread your investments across different types to reduce
risk. Whatam 1?

‘ ., Diversification!

| represent partial ownership in a company. What am 1?

‘ . A stock (or share)!

I'm a loan you make TO a company or government, and they pay you
back with interest. What am 1?

. Abond!

| measure the total value of all goods and services a country produces in
a year. What am 1?

. GDP (Gross Domestic Product)!

I'm the percentage of the workforce that wants jobs but can't find them.
What am 1?

‘ . The unemployment rate!



I'm a fixed amount of money given regularly, like weekly or monthly,
often to young people for chores. What am 1?

. An allowance!

I'm the idea that a dollar today is worth more than a dollar in the future.
What am 1?

‘ . The time value of money!



Silly Stuff

A piggy bank goes on a diet. — "l need to stop eating so many coins — I'm too

full to save anymore!" Owner: "That's... actually a good problem to have."

A kid creates a budget with 100% allocated to candy. — Mom: "Where's
rent?" Kid: "I'm nine. | live here for free." Mom: "Fair point. Where's savings?"

Kid: "...the candy IS my investment."

An ATM gains sentience and starts giving financial advice. — "You've
withdrawn cash 3 times today. May | suggest a BUDGET?" Customer: "Just

give me my twenty." ATM: "Your savings account is crying."

A kid's lemonade stand accidentally becomes a multinational corporation. —
"We started with $5 in lemons. After compound interest, reinvestment, and 6

franchise locations... we now owe taxes."

A want and a need get into an argument at the store. — Need (groceries): "I
keep you ALIVE!" Want (new headphones): "l keep you HAPPY!" Budget: "I
can only afford ONE of you." Both: "Pick me!"

Compound interest tries to explain itself at a party. — "So you invest $100 at
5%, and after year 1 you have $105, then you earn 5% on $105, so year 2 is
$110.25..." Everyone has left. "Where'd everybody go?"

Inflation shows up uninvited and makes everything cost more. — "Remember
when a candy bar was $1?" Inflation: "Now it's $2.50." Everyone: "Why?"

Inflation: "It's complicated. Also, I'm not sorry."

Supply and Demand host a cooking show. — Demand makes a popular dish
and everyone wants it. Supply can't keep up. Price goes up. Demand cooks a
terrible dish. Nobody wants it. Price crashes. "We're a TEAM!"

A stock price goes up, and an investor buys it. It immediately goes down. — "I
thought it was going up!" Experienced investor: "That's why we diversify."

Stock: goes sideways Both: "Now what?"



A kid calculates the opportunity cost of everything. — "If | spend $10 on a
movie, that's 10 candy bars I'm NOT buying. But if | buy candy, that's a movie

I'm NOT seeing. But if | save it—" Decision paralysis ensues.

A tax form becomes a choose-your-own-adventure book. — "If you earned
less than $12,000, go to page 47. If you have investments, go to page 112. If

you're confused, go to page 1 and start over." Everyone goes to page 1.

A financial advisor is hired by a dog. — "Your portfolio is 90% treats, 8% toys,
2% vet visits." Dog: "Rebalance to 100% treats." Advisor: "That's not

diversified!" Dog: "Treats."

GDP tries to measure happiness instead of economic output. — "Total
happiness produced this quarter: unknown. Reasons: it's complicated. GDP

will stick to counting money, thanks."

A bond and a stock compete in a talent show. — Bond: stands still, pays
reliable dividends Stock: does a rollercoaster dance, ends higher than it

started Audience: "Both impressive in different ways."

A kid's allowance demands a cost-of-living adjustment. — "Inflation has risen
3.5% this year! My $10/week should now be $10.35!" Parents: "Counter-

offer: you do 3.5% more chores."



Fun Facts

The first coins were made over 2,700 years ago in a place called Lydia
(modern-day Turkey)! — They were made of electrum (a mix of gold and
silver) and had a lion's head stamped on them. Before coins, people bartered
— trading goods directly!

Paper money was invented in China around 600 CE — over 700 years before
Europe used it! — Chinese merchants got tired of carrying heavy coins, so

they left them with a trusted agent and carried paper receipts instead.

The word "budget" comes from the French word "bougette," meaning small
leather bag. — In medieval times, the Chancellor of the Exchequer would

open his leather bag (bougette) to present the government's financial plan!

If you saved $1 per day from age 10, by age 65 you'd have over $20,000 -
but with compound interest at 7%, you'd have over $200,000! — That's the
power of compound interest — Albert Einstein reportedly called it "the eighth

wonder of the world."

The U.S. penny costs more to make than it's worth! — It costs about 2.7 cents
to produce a 1-cent coin. Some economists argue we should stop making

them — but people love their lucky pennies!

Warren Buffett, one of the world's richest investors, bought his first stock at
age 11. - He said he regretted starting so late! He earned his first money
delivering newspapers and filing pinball machines. By age 15, he'd earned

$2,000 from his paper route.

The concept of "supply and demand" was formalized by Adam Smith in
1776. - In "The Wealth of Nations," he described how an "invisible hand"
guides markets — when something is scarce and wanted, its price naturally

rises.



Hyperinflation in Zimbabwe (2008) got so extreme that they printed a 100
TRILLION dollar bill. — Prices doubled every 24 hours. A loaf of bread could
cost billions. They eventually abandoned their currency entirely and used U.S.
dollars instead.

The stock market has returned an average of about 10% per year over the
last 100 years. — But individual years vary wildly — from gaining 50% to losing
40%. That's why long-term investing works better than trying to time the

market!

The word "salary" comes from the Latin "salarium," related to salt! — Roman
soldiers were sometimes paid in salt (or given money to buy it) because salt
was extremely valuable for preserving food. Being "worth your salt" meant

you earned your pay!

The "Rule of 72" is a quick trick to estimate how long it takes money to
double. — Divide 72 by your interest rate: at 6% interest, money doubles in
about 12 years (72+6=12). At 8%, it doubles in 9 years. Simple mental math!

The world's first stock exchange opened in Amsterdam in 1602. — The Dutch
East India Company became the first publicly traded company. People could
buy and sell "shares" of the company — the same basic concept used on Wall
Street today!

Studies show that kids who learn financial literacy early make better money
decisions as adults. — Students who take personal finance courses in school

have higher credit scores, more savings, and less debt than those who don't!

Over 1.4 billion adults worldwide don't have a bank account! — Financial
inclusion — getting banking services to everyone — is one of the biggest
economic challenges globally. Mobile banking in countries like Kenya has

been revolutionary.

Opportunity cost applies to time as well as money! — Every hour you spend
on one activity is an hour you can't spend on something else. Economists
consider your time one of your most valuable (and non-renewable)

resources.



Keep laughing

That's 70 jokes from MintForge. Made someone laugh? Try making up your

own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free,
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.
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