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MapForge — Joke Book

 Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly 
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of MapForge — read them 

out loud and make someone laugh.

★  ★  ★

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you 
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class. 
A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

★  ★  ★

 

Why did the map go to therapy?  

It had too many issues with its projection.
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Puns

Why did the map go to therapy?

What did the compass say to the lost hiker?

Why are maps terrible at keeping secrets?

What do you call a map that sings?

Why did the cartographer break up with the globe?

What's a map's favorite type of music?

Why did the GPS fail its math test?

 

 It had too many issues with its projection.

 "You really need to find your bearings!"

 Because they always reveal their legends.

 A chart-topper!

 They said the relationship was too one-dimensional on paper.

 Anything with good latitude!

 It could only do re-calculations.



How do mountains stay warm in winter?

Why did the longitude line feel special?

What did one contour line say to the other?

Why was the equator so popular at school?

What did the scale bar say to the ruler?

Why do cartographers make great friends?

What's a mapmaker's favorite snack?

 They wear snow caps!

 Because it was one in a meridian!

 "Stop going around in circles — we're on the same level!"

 It was right in the center of everything.

 "I measure up in my own way."

 They always know where you stand.

 Anything with layers — like a topographic cake!



Why did the treasure map look so tired?

What did the Mercator projection say at the party?

Why was the azimuthal projection always calm?

Why did the thematic map win the debate?

What did the GIS analyst say after a long day?

Why did the prime meridian get promoted?

 It had been through too many folds.

 "I tend to exaggerate things near the poles."

 It kept everything centered on one point.

 It always had a clear theme and supporting data.

 "I need to decompress — all these layers are stressing me out."

 It had zero degrees of failure.



Riddles

I show you directions but I'm not a teacher. I have a needle but I can't 
sew. What am I?

I have cities but no houses, forests but no trees, and water but no fish. 
What am I?

I go all the way around the Earth but never move. What am I?

I point north no matter which way you turn me, but I'm not a star. What 
am I?

I can show you the whole world, but I fit on your desk. What am I?

I tell you how far apart things really are on a map, but I'm just a small bar. 
What am I?

 

 A compass!

 A map!

 The equator!

 A compass needle!

 A globe!

 A scale bar!



I'm a set of lines that never meet, and I run east to west around the Earth. 
What am I?

I explain every symbol on the map, but I'm not a teacher. What am I?

I connect places that are the same height above sea level. What am I?

I split the Earth into Eastern and Western Hemispheres, and I live in 
Greenwich. What am I?

I can be political, physical, or thematic, but I'm always flat. What am I?

I show you the shape of the land — hills, valleys, and mountains — using 
only lines. What am I?

I give every place on Earth a unique address using two numbers. What 
am I?

 Lines of latitude (parallels)!

 A map legend (key)!

 A contour line!

 The prime meridian!

 A map!

 A topographic map!



I'm the difference between where a compass points and true north. What 
am I?

I turn a round Earth into a flat map, but I always distort something. What 
am I?

I divide the Earth into 24 slices and tell you what time it is everywhere. 
What am I?

I'm a ratio that tells you how many real-world centimeters one map 
centimeter represents. What am I?

I use satellites orbiting Earth to pinpoint your exact location. What am I?

I'm a digital system that stacks layers of geographic data to analyze 
patterns. What am I?

 The coordinate system (latitude and longitude)!

 Magnetic declination!

 A map projection!

 Time zones!

 A representative fraction (scale)!

 The Global Positioning System (GPS)!

 A Geographic Information System (GIS)!



I show you how land is used — farms, cities, forests — all in different 
colors. What am I?

 A land-use map!



Silly Stuff

Imagine a world where every time you unfolded a map, it folded itself into a 
paper airplane and flew to your destination. — You'd never need GPS — just a 
good arm to catch your map when it lands!

What if compasses didn't point north but instead pointed toward the nearest 
pizza restaurant? — Explorers would have discovered a lot more pizza and a 
lot fewer continents.

What if your house had its own latitude and longitude coordinates printed on 
the front door? — Delivery drivers would never get lost, but your address 
would be something like 40.7128, -74.0060 — good luck fitting that on a 
birthday card!

What if contour lines on topographic maps were actually tiny roller coasters? 
— Hikers would just ride from mountain peak to valley — the closer the lines, 
the wilder the ride!

Imagine if the prime meridian was a giant zipper running from the North Pole 
to the South Pole. — Every night, someone would have to zip the Earth closed 
so the hemispheres wouldn't drift apart.

What if map legends came to life and the little symbols walked around the 
actual landscape? — You'd see tiny blue wavy lines running through fields 
and little green triangles wandering around forests.

What if every time a cartographer made a mistake on a map, that place 
physically changed to match? — One typo and suddenly "Lake Superior" 
becomes "Lake Soup-erior" — a giant bowl of tomato soup.

Imagine if you could zoom in on a paper map by pinching it like a phone 
screen. — Librarians would spend all day uncrumpling maps that curious kids 
squeezed into tiny balls trying to zoom in.

 



What if the Mercator projection was actually correct and Greenland really 
was the same size as Africa? — Greenland would need about 50 million more 
people, 10,000 more cities, and a much bigger coat rack.

What if GPS satellites got bored and started giving dramatic directions? — "In 
200 meters, turn right... INTO YOUR DESTINY! Also, there's a gas station on 
the left."

Imagine if time zones were decided by popular vote and every town picked 
its own. — Your neighbor's house could be three hours ahead of yours — 
breakfast for you, lunch for them!

What if every map projection was named after the emotion it causes when 
you realize it distorts something? — The "Frustration Projection" (area is 
wrong), the "Confusion Projection" (shape is wrong), and the "Compromise 
Projection" (everything is slightly wrong).

Imagine if GIS layers were physical transparencies and you had to carry a 
stack for every data type. — Geographers would need shopping carts just to 
analyze one city — "Excuse me, that's my population density layer you're 
stepping on!"

What if magnetic north shifted so fast that compasses spun like pinwheels? — 
Scouts would earn their orienteering badges by learning to read spinning 
needles — "It pointed north for a split second, GO!"

What if remote sensing satellites took selfies instead of pictures of the Earth? 
— Scientific journals would be full of satellite mirror pics captioned "Orbiting 
at 35,786 km — feeling cute, might map a rainforest later."



Fun Facts

Did you know that the oldest known map is about 3,300 years old? — It's a 
clay tablet from ancient Babylon that shows a portion of the Euphrates River 
and nearby settlements!

Did you know that "cartography" comes from two Greek words? — "Chartis" 
means map and "graphein" means to write — so cartography literally means 
"map writing!"

Did you know that the North Star (Polaris) has helped travelers navigate for 
thousands of years? — Because it sits almost directly above the North Pole, it 
barely moves in the sky, making it a natural compass!

Did you know that a compass doesn't actually point to the geographic North 
Pole? — It points to magnetic north, which is currently in the Canadian Arctic 
and moves about 55 kilometers per year!

Did you know the legend on a map is called a "legend" because of the Latin 
word "legenda"? — It means "things to be read" — the legend tells you how to 
read and understand all the symbols on the map!

Did you know that Gerardus Mercator created his famous map projection in 
1569? — He designed it to help sailors navigate in straight lines, which is why 
it stretches land near the poles — Greenland looks enormous even though it's 
actually 14 times smaller than Africa!

Did you know that contour lines were invented in the 1700s? — Dutch 
surveyor Nicolaas Cruquius used them in 1728 to show the depth of a river — 
it was one of the first times lines connected points of equal depth!

Did you know that GPS requires at least 4 satellites to determine your exact 
position? — Three satellites narrow your location to two possible points, and 
the fourth eliminates the wrong one — it's called trilateration!

 



Did you know that medieval European maps often put east at the top instead 
of north? — They were "oriented" toward the Orient (east), and that's actually 
where the word "orientation" comes from!

Did you know there are exactly 360 degrees of longitude around the Earth? 
— Each degree of longitude is about 111 kilometers wide at the equator but 
shrinks to zero at the poles, where all the lines converge!

Did you know that cartographers used to deliberately include fake streets on 
their maps? — These "trap streets" were copyright traps — if another 
mapmaker copied the fake street, it proved they had stolen the original map!

Did you know that no flat map can show the Earth without some kind of 
distortion? — Mathematically, it's impossible to perfectly flatten a sphere — 
every map projection must sacrifice accuracy in area, shape, distance, or 
direction!

Did you know that the International Date Line isn't a straight line? — It zigzags 
through the Pacific Ocean to avoid splitting countries and island groups into 
two different calendar days!

Did you know that Geographic Information Systems (GIS) can stack over 100 
data layers on a single map? — Scientists use GIS to combine satellite 
imagery, population data, weather patterns, and more to solve real-world 
problems like tracking disease outbreaks or planning evacuation routes!

Did you know that the first accurate measurement of the Earth's 
circumference was made around 240 BCE? — The Greek mathematician 
Eratosthenes used the angle of shadows in two cities and basic geometry to 
calculate it — and he was off by less than 2%!



Keep laughing

That's 70 jokes from MapForge. Made someone laugh? Try making up your 
own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.
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