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Labsmith — Joke Book

 Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly 
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of Labsmith — read them out 

loud and make someone laugh.

★  ★  ★

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you 
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class. 
A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

★  ★  ★

 

Why did the apprentice Smith bring a ladder to the 

lab?

 

She heard the experiment had high stakes!
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Puns

Why did the apprentice Smith bring a ladder to the lab?

What's an electron's favorite kind of dance?

Why did the ball roll down the ramp without complaining?

What did the magnet say to the iron filing?

Why are scientists never lonely at the Grand Laboratory?

What did the spring say after the experiment?

Why did the photon refuse to check a bag at the airport?

 

 She heard the experiment had high stakes!

 The current move!

 It just went with the gravity flow!

 "I find you very attractive!"

 Because they always have great chemistry with their team!

 "I'm under so much pressure I might just bounce!"

 It only travels light!



What kind of music do simple machines listen to?

Why did the friction force get a job in customer service?

How does a pulley apologize?

Why did the apprentice Smith fail her thermodynamics quiz?

What did the wave say to the beach?

Why did the inclined plane go to therapy?

What's a chemist's favorite kind of tree?

 Lever-y kind!

 It was great at slowing things down and resolving conflicts!

 It says "I'm so sorry I dropped the weight on you!"

 She couldn't keep her cool under pressure!

 "I'm just amplitude-tude-ing how often I should crash here!"

 It had too many ups and downs!

 A chemis-tree!



Why did the experiment fail in a vacuum?

Why are voltmeters terrible at telling jokes?

What did the kinetic energy say to the potential energy?

Why did the Smith reject the perpetual motion machine?

What did the apprentice say after measuring the same result ten times?

Why did the parallel circuit break up with the series circuit?

 It just couldn't catch its breath!

 Their delivery has no resistance — they just blurt the punchline!

 "Stop sitting on the hill -- get moving!"

 It violated her principles -- literally!

 "Wow, my data is really consistent -- it's like clockwork!"

 They couldn't agree on a shared path forward!



Riddles

I pull everything toward Earth but I'm not a magnet. The bigger the 
mass, the more you feel me. What am I?

I make things hard to slide. Rough surfaces have more of me. What am I?

I have three states but I'm always the same substance. I freeze, I flow, 
and I rise as vapor. What am I?

I'm a force at a distance. I attract iron but ignore aluminum. What am I?

I flow through wires but I'm not water. Switch me off and the lights go 
out. What am I?

 

 Gravity! It's the force of attraction between any two objects with 
mass.

 Friction! It's the force that resists motion between two surfaces in 
contact.

 Water! It can be solid (ice), liquid (water), or gas (water vapor).

 Magnetism! Magnets attract ferromagnetic materials like iron, nickel, 
and cobalt.

 Electric current! It's the flow of charged particles, usually electrons, 
through a conductor.



I am stored in a stretched rubber band, a raised brick, and a wound-up 
spring. What am I?

I bounce off mirrors, bend through lenses, and travel through space 
without needing anything. What am I?

I have a fulcrum and effort. Push down on one end and the other lifts up. 
What am I?

I'm a vibration that travels through a medium. Without air, I can't reach 
your ears. What am I?

I'm a chemical change you can see. Bubbles, color shift, heat -- I leave 
evidence. What am I?

I'm the energy of motion. The faster you go and the more massive you 
are, the more I have. What am I?

 Potential energy! Energy stored due to position, stretch, or 
compression.

 Light! It's electromagnetic radiation that can travel through a 
vacuum.

 A lever! One of six classical simple machines that multiply force.

 Sound! Sound waves need a medium to travel through -- that's why 
space is silent.

 A chemical reaction! Evidence includes color change, gas, 
precipitate, or temperature change.



I'm a path with one loop. Break me anywhere and everything stops. 
What kind of circuit am I?

I'm not real but I act like I am. When you turn quickly in a car, I throw you 
sideways. What am I?

I bend when light enters water, making a straw look broken. What 
property am I?

I'm Newton's third. For every action, there is an equal and opposite ___. 
What am I?

I describe how much a wave wiggles per second. My units are Hz. What 
am I?

 Kinetic energy! KE = ½mv² — energy from movement.

 A series circuit! Components share one path -- if one breaks, all stop.

 Centrifugal force! It's an apparent force felt in a rotating reference 
frame.

 Refraction! Light changes speed and bends when entering a 
different medium.

 Reaction! Forces always come in pairs -- this is why rockets work.

 Frequency! It's the number of wave cycles passing a point per 
second.



I'm the difference in electric potential between two points. I'm what 
pushes current through a wire. What am I?

I can be reflected, refracted, diffracted, and absorbed. I behave like a 
wave AND a particle. What am I?

I'm what stays the same in a closed system. Total amount before equals 
total amount after. What law am I?

I'm what an experiment needs to be trustworthy. Test the same way, get 
the same result. What am I?

 Voltage! Measured in volts -- think of me as electrical pressure.

 Light! Quantum mechanics says light is both a wave and a particle -- 
wave-particle duality.

 Conservation of mass! In a chemical reaction, mass is neither created 
nor destroyed.

 Reproducibility! A core principle of the scientific method -- others 
must be able to replicate your work.



Silly Stuff

An apprentice Smith hypothesized that if she dropped a feather and a 
hammer in the school cafeteria, they'd land at the same time. — She forgot 
about air resistance. The hammer cracked a tile, the feather drifted into the 
macaroni, and her teacher said "Good news -- you've discovered why 
astronauts test this on the Moon instead."

A student tried to verify Newton's first law by leaving a book on his desk and 
never touching it. — Three weeks later, the book hadn't moved. He proudly 
declared "Objects at rest stay at rest!" His teacher said "Yes, but you also 
have a homework assignment under that book that's now overdue."

What if the laboratory's pulley system gained sentience overnight? — It would 
refuse to lift anything heavier than its mood. It would post passive-aggressive 
notes about mechanical advantage. It would unionize with the inclined plane 
and the lever. Science class would become very weird.

A young Smith was convinced his battery was producing magic instead of 
electricity. — The teacher patiently explained that electricity is just electrons 
flowing through a wire. The student replied "Right. Tiny invisible particles too 
small to see, flowing through metal, that make lightbulbs glow. Got it. So it's 
basically magic." The teacher couldn't entirely disagree.

Imagine if gravity worked sideways for one day. — Trees would grow 
horizontally, rain would fall east, and your soup would spill before it left the 
pot. Astronauts would think we were the weird ones. By evening, every Smith 
in the lab would have rewritten Newton's laws three times.

A team of apprentices tried to break the law of conservation of energy by 
powering a fan with another fan. — The first fan blew on the second fan, 
which spun, generating a little electricity, which powered the first fan -- but 
only at 30%. By morning, both fans had given up and joined a poetry club 
instead.

 



What if sound traveled through walls perfectly but not through air? — Your 
neighbors would hear everything inside their drywall but nothing across their 
kitchen. Concerts would be held in solid concrete halls. The phrase "the walls 
have ears" would be literally true.

A Smith hypothesized that the heaviest object falls fastest. — She dropped a 
feather, a marble, and a brick from the third floor. The brick won. She wrote in 
her notebook: "Hypothesis confirmed." Galileo, observing from the next 
century, sighed. The teacher gently introduced her to "air resistance."

What if friction took a sick day? — Your pencil would slide right off your desk. 
Walking would become impossible -- you'd just float in place trying to push 
off the floor. Cars couldn't start, brakes couldn't stop them, and nobody 
could open a jar. Friction is annoyingly important.

An apprentice Smith built a perpetual motion machine with two magnets and 
a wheel. — It spun for 47 seconds, slowed down, and stopped. She declared 
victory anyway and submitted her paper. The reviewers replied: "The 47 
seconds were impressive, but they're called the laws of thermodynamics, not 
the suggestions of thermodynamics."

What if electricity flowed backwards on Tuesdays? — Lights would dim when 
you flipped switches on. Phones would charge by being unplugged. 
Capacitors everywhere would file a complaint. By Wednesday, the universe 
would have to issue an apology and an updated firmware patch.

A student designed an experiment with one variable. Her control group? 
Empty. Her experimental group? Also empty. — She concluded that "nothing 
changes when you change nothing." Her teacher framed her data and hung 
it on the wall as "the most accurate scientific result ever recorded."

Imagine if Newton's laws applied to social media. — Action: you post a hot 
take. Reaction: equal and opposite hot takes from 10,000 strangers. An 
object at rest (your phone) stays at rest until acted upon by a notification. F = 
ma also applies to your blood pressure.



What if you could compress a gas to absolute zero? — Spoiler: you can't. As 
you approach absolute zero, gas molecules slow down so much they 
basically stop. The ideal gas law breaks down, real gases liquefy or solidify, 
and physicists get nervous. Plus, getting there would take infinite work. The 
universe really doesn't want you doing this.

An apprentice Smith finally proved her hypothesis was wrong. — She wrote in 
her lab notebook: "Hypothesis: rejected. Confidence in theory: increased. 
Confidence in self: unexpectedly high." Her teacher framed it. Real science 
isn't being right -- it's noticing when you're wrong. The Grand Laboratory 
hung a plaque next to it: "WRONG, BEAUTIFULLY."



Fun Facts

Did you know? On the Moon, a feather and a hammer fall at exactly the same 
rate. — Astronaut David Scott tested this on Apollo 15 in 1971 -- without air 
resistance, gravity pulls everything with the same acceleration. Galileo 
predicted this 350 years earlier.

Did you know? Lightning heats the air around it to about 30,000 Kelvin. — 
That's 5 times hotter than the surface of the Sun! The rapid heating makes air 
expand explosively -- that's what we hear as thunder.

Did you know? Sound travels about 4 times faster in water than in air. — 
Whales use this to communicate over hundreds of kilometers underwater -- 
their songs can travel farther than across most cities!

Did you know? Static electricity can build up to over 25,000 volts on your 
body. — That's why you sometimes feel a tiny zap when touching a doorknob. 
Don't worry -- it's the current (amps) that's dangerous, not the voltage, and 
you have very little current.

Did you know? The first scientific paper to use the word "experiment" was 
written in the 11th century by Ibn al-Haytham. — He insisted that hypotheses 
must be tested with controlled observations -- founding the scientific method 
as we know it today.

Did you know? A bouncing ball never bounces back to its original height. — 
Each bounce loses energy to heat, sound, and air resistance. This is why 
"perpetually bouncing balls" only exist in cartoons -- and physics textbooks 
call this the law of conservation of energy in action.

Did you know? The strongest magnet ever made is over a million times 
stronger than Earth's magnetic field. — It's used in particle accelerators and 
MRI machines. You wouldn't want to wear a metal watch near it -- it would 
yank straight off your wrist.

 



Did you know? A Newton (the unit of force) is roughly the weight of an apple. 
— This is fitting because Newton supposedly got the idea for gravity from 
watching one fall. One Newton equals 1 kg·m/s². Most apples weigh about 1 
Newton. Coincidence? History thinks not.

Did you know? The simplest machine has been around for over 5,000 years. 
— The wheel-and-axle is one of the oldest simple machines, used in pottery 
wheels before it was used for transportation. Mesopotamian potters figured 
it out long before chariots existed.

Did you know? Light takes 8 minutes and 20 seconds to travel from the Sun 
to Earth. — So when you look at the Sun (don't!), you're seeing light that left 8 
minutes ago. The Sun could already have disappeared and you wouldn't 
know for over 8 minutes.

Did you know? Mythbusters tested 1,015 myths over 14 seasons and 
confirmed 270 of them. — They rejected 469 as busted, and 276 turned out 
to be "plausible." Even popular hypotheses fail more than they succeed -- 
and that's normal in science.

Did you know? A single experiment by Heinrich Hertz in 1887 proved that 
electromagnetic waves are real. — He generated and detected radio waves in 
his lab. He famously said it had "no practical use." Less than a decade later, 
Marconi was using them for wireless telegraphy. Sometimes "useless" 
experiments change everything.

Did you know? Helium becomes a superfluid at temperatures near absolute 
zero. — A superfluid has zero viscosity -- it can climb up the walls of a 
container and flow through cracks too small for normal liquids. Physics gets 
very strange at very low temperatures.

Did you know? The double-slit experiment shows that electrons behave like 
both particles and waves. — Even single electrons, fired one at a time, create 
an interference pattern -- as if each electron passes through both slits at 
once. Richard Feynman called this "the only mystery" in quantum mechanics.



Did you know? Marie Curie's notebooks from 1890 are still too radioactive to 
handle safely. — They're stored in lead-lined boxes at the Bibliothèque 
nationale de France. Researchers must sign a liability waiver and wear 
protective gear to read them. Her experiments literally changed what we 
know about matter -- and what we'll be measuring on her papers for the next 
1,500 years.



Keep laughing

That's 70 jokes from Labsmith. Made someone laugh? Try making up your 
own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

Keep exploring online
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