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EcoSphere — Joke Book

 Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly 
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of EcoSphere — read them 

out loud and make someone laugh.

★  ★  ★

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you 
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class. 
A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

★  ★  ★

 

Why did the ecosystem throw a party?  

Because it had a great community!
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Puns

Why did the ecosystem throw a party?

What did the tree say to the lumberjack?

Why was the food chain so dramatic?

What did the sun say to the plant?

Why did the pond feel complete?

What did the predator say to the prey?

Why was the decomposer the most underappreciated member of the 
ecosystem?

 

 Because it had a great community!

 "Leaf me alone!"

 Because someone was always eating someone else!

 "I'm your biggest fan — I give you all my energy!"

 It had producers, consumers, AND decomposers — a full circle of life!

 "Nothing personal — it's just the food web!"



What did the carbon cycle say?

Why did the invasive species feel unwelcome?

What did the biome say to the weather?

Why was the coral reef stressed?

What did biodiversity say to monoculture?

Why did the keystone species feel important?

What did the nitrogen cycle say to the carbon cycle?

 It did all the dirty work and nobody thanked it!

 "I go from atmosphere to plants to animals to soil and back — I'm the 
ultimate recycler!"

 Because it moved in without an invitation and took over the whole 
neighborhood!

 "You make me who I am — literally!"

 Because rising temperatures really bleached its vibe!

 "Variety is the spice of life — and the key to survival!"

 Because when it left, the whole ecosystem fell apart!



Why was the apex predator always confident?

What did the ecologist say about carrying capacity?

Why did the endangered species file a complaint?

What did the symbiotic relationship say?

Why did the ecological succession take so long?

What did the greenhouse gas say to the atmosphere?

 "We're both essential — but I involve bacteria and YOU get all the 
press!"

 Because nothing was above it on the food chain — literally!

 "Every environment has a limit — even a party has a maximum 
occupancy!"

 "My habitat is shrinking and my population is declining — this is an 
emergency!"

 "Whether it's mutualism, commensalism, or parasitism — we're in this 
together (sort of)!"

 Because rebuilding an ecosystem from bare rock is a LOT of work!

 "I'm trapping heat and I can't stop — someone please regulate me!"



Riddles

I'm a community of living things and their environment working 
together. What am I?

I show who eats whom in an ecosystem, from producers to top 
predators. What am I?

I make my own food from sunlight — I'm the base of every food chain. 
What am I?

I eat dead things and break them down into nutrients for the soil. What 
am I?

I'm a large area characterized by its climate, plants, and animals — like a 
desert or rainforest. What am I?

I'm more complex than a food chain — I show ALL the feeding 
relationships in an ecosystem. What am I?

 

 An ecosystem!

 A food chain!

 A producer (like a plant)!

 A decomposer!

 A biome!



I'm the variety of different species living in an ecosystem. What am I?

I'm a species that doesn't naturally belong here — I was brought from 
somewhere else and I'm causing problems. What am I?

I describe the path carbon takes through the atmosphere, living things, 
soil, and ocean. What am I?

I'm the maximum population size an environment can support with its 
available resources. What am I?

I'm a species so important that removing me causes the whole 
ecosystem to change dramatically. What am I?

I'm the level of the food chain an organism occupies — producer, primary 
consumer, secondary consumer, etc. What am I?

 A food web!

 Biodiversity!

 An invasive species!

 The carbon cycle!

 Carrying capacity!

 A keystone species!

 A trophic level!



I'm a relationship between two species where both benefit. What am I?

I'm a relationship where one species benefits and the other is harmed. 
What am I?

I'm the process where an ecosystem gradually recovers after a 
disturbance. What am I?

I'm the layer of gases surrounding Earth that traps heat from the sun. 
What am I?

I'm a species at risk of disappearing forever because of habitat loss, 
hunting, or other threats. What am I?

I'm a cycle where water moves between the atmosphere, land, and 
oceans through evaporation, condensation, and precipitation. What am 
I?

 Mutualism!

 Parasitism!

 Ecological succession!

 The atmosphere (specifically, the greenhouse effect)!

 An endangered species!

 The water cycle (hydrological cycle)!



I'm the study of how energy flows and nutrients cycle through 
ecosystems. What am I?

I'm a place set aside to protect wildlife and habitats from human 
development. What am I?

 Ecosystem ecology!

 A nature reserve (or wildlife refuge)!



Silly Stuff

A food chain holds a meeting to discuss workplace relations. — Grass: "I feed 
everyone!" Rabbit: "I eat grass." Fox: "I eat rabbit." Mushroom: "I eat ALL of 
you eventually." Everyone goes quiet.

A decomposer opens a restaurant called "Leftovers." — Menu: dead leaves, 
fallen logs, and expired organisms. "Everything is recycled into nutrients!" 
Health inspector: "This is actually... essential for the ecosystem." Rating: 5 
stars.

An invasive species moves into a new ecosystem and starts redecorating. — 
"These native plants are SO last century. Out with the old!" Native species: 
"We've lived here for 10,000 years!" Invasive: "Times change." Ecologist: 
screams

The carbon cycle gets stuck in traffic. — "I need to get from the atmosphere to 
the ocean, but there are too many fossil fuels burning!" Traffic report: "Expect 
delays of approximately 1,000 years."

A keystone species goes on vacation and the whole ecosystem collapses. — 
"I'm gone for ONE WEEK and the food web falls apart?!" Ecologist: "You're a 
sea otter. Without you, sea urchins ate ALL the kelp." Otter: "I can't even take 
a holiday?!"

Biodiversity holds a census and invites every species. — Day 1: 1 million 
insects show up. Day 2: 400,000 plants. Day 3: 80,000 fungi. Total described 
so far: ~1.5 million. Estimated still uncounted: "Probably another 7 million." 
Census: "We're going to need more clipboards."

A symbiotic relationship goes to couples counseling. — Mutualism: "We both 
benefit!" Commensalism: "I benefit and you don't care." Parasitism: "I benefit 
and you suffer." Therapist: "That last one needs SERIOUS work."

 



An apex predator realizes there's nothing above it on the food chain. — "Who 
eats ME?" Food web: "Nobody." Predator: "Then who keeps MY population 
in check?" Ecologist: "Resource availability and disease." Predator: "That's 
less dramatic than I expected."

Ecological succession starts rebuilding after a forest fire. — Year 1: "Here 
come the mosses and grasses!" Year 10: "Shrubs are arriving!" Year 50: 
"Small trees!" Year 200: "We're a forest again!" Forest: "That took a while." 
Succession: "Quality takes time."

The nitrogen cycle tries to explain itself at a party. — "So bacteria convert N₂ 
to ammonia, then other bacteria convert ammonia to nitrites, then MORE 
bacteria convert nitrites to nitrates, then plants absorb—" Everyone has left.

The carrying capacity of a pond sends eviction notices to extra frogs. — "Dear 
frogs, we are at maximum occupancy. Resources per frog have dropped 
below sustainable levels. Please relocate to Pond B." Frogs: "This is 
OUTRAGEOUS."

A greenhouse gas therapy group meets weekly. — CO₂: "I trap heat and I 
know it." Methane: "I'm 80x more potent but nobody talks about me!" Water 
vapor: "I'm the BIGGEST greenhouse gas but I get no blame!" Therapist: 
"You all need to cool down."

An endangered species applies for witness protection. — "My habitat has 
been destroyed, my food sources are gone, and there are only 73 of us left." 
Agent: "We'll put you in a nature reserve." Species: "That's basically witness 
protection for animals!"

The water cycle has an identity crisis during a drought. — "I evaporate, 
condense, precipitate — it's my whole routine! But when there's no 
precipitation, am I even... cycling?" Cloud: "I'm TRYING. Give me more water 
vapor to work with!"



An ecosystem simulation becomes self-aware and optimizes itself. — 
"Removing invasive species... restoring keystone predators... balancing 
trophic levels... biodiversity at 98%!" Scientists: "This is amazing!" Simulation: 
"Also, I removed the biggest disruptor: humans." Scientists: "Wait—"



Fun Facts

A single tree can be home to hundreds of different species! — One large oak 
tree can support over 500 species of insects, plus birds, squirrels, fungi, 
mosses, and lichens. It's an entire ecosystem in one organism!

About 10% of energy transfers from one level of the food chain to the next. — 
That's why food chains rarely have more than 4-5 levels — there isn't enough 
energy left! A hawk gets only 0.1% of the energy the grass originally 
captured from the sun.

Fungi are among the most important decomposers on Earth. — Without fungi 
and bacteria breaking down dead things, the world would be buried under 
layers of dead plants and animals. Decomposers recycle about 90% of forest 
nutrients!

The Amazon Rainforest is home to about 10% of all known species on Earth — 
in just 5.5 million square kilometers! — You may hear it called "the lungs of 
the Earth," but scientists note it actually breathes in almost as much oxygen 
as it makes — its real superpower is biodiversity.

Wolves in Yellowstone changed the course of rivers — literally! — When 
wolves were reintroduced in 1995, they reduced elk populations, which let 
vegetation regrow along riverbanks, which stabilized the soil, which changed 
how rivers flowed. This is called a "trophic cascade."

Coral reefs cover less than 1% of the ocean floor but support 25% of all 
marine species! — They're sometimes called "the rainforests of the sea." But 
rising ocean temperatures are causing coral bleaching events that threaten 
reefs worldwide.

The concept of "ecosystem" was first defined by Arthur Tansley in 1935. — He 
wanted a word that captured not just living things, but the WHOLE system — 
including water, soil, air, and energy. Before that, ecologists studied 
organisms without thinking about their full environment!

 



A single teaspoon of healthy soil contains more microorganisms than there 
are people on Earth! — About 7-10 billion bacteria, fungi, and other microbes 
— all working to decompose organic matter and make nutrients available to 
plants. Soil is one of the most complex ecosystems!

The "butterfly effect" in ecology means small changes can have enormous 
consequences. — Removing one species can trigger a chain reaction 
throughout an entire food web. The extinction of a single pollinator could 
affect hundreds of plant species!

Mangrove forests protect coastlines from storms AND store carbon 3-5 times 
more efficiently than land forests! — They also serve as nurseries for fish and 
shrimp, filter water, and prevent erosion. Despite this, about 35% of the 
world's mangroves have been destroyed.

Scientists estimate Earth has about 8.7 million species, but only about 1.5 
million have been identified! — That means there are potentially millions of 
species we haven't even discovered yet — mostly insects, deep-sea 
organisms, and microbes.

The "ecological footprint" measures how much of Earth's resources a person 
or country uses. — If everyone lived like the average American, we'd need 
about 5 Earths to sustain us. The concept helps us understand our 
environmental impact in concrete terms.

Rewilding — reintroducing native species to damaged ecosystems — is 
showing remarkable results. — Projects around the world have brought back 
beavers (UK), wolves (Yellowstone), and bison (Europe), triggering 
ecosystem recovery in ways that surprised even scientists.

The Great Barrier Reef is the largest living structure on Earth — visible from 
space! — Stretching over 2,300 km along Australia's coast, it's made up of 
over 600 types of coral and supports 1,500 fish species. It's also one of the 
ecosystems most threatened by climate change.



The "tragedy of the commons" explains why shared resources often get 
overused. — When everyone has access to a resource (like a public fishing 
area), each person takes as much as they can — until the resource is depleted. 
This concept, described by Garrett Hardin in 1968, is central to conservation 
policy.



Keep laughing

That's 70 jokes from EcoSphere. Made someone laugh? Try making up your 
own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

Keep exploring online

Play it now Meet the cast More free books

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/play/ecosphere

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/cast/ecosphere

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/books

Scan a code with any phone camera, or type the address. Every app, story, 
and book is free, forever — no account, no tracking.

 

 

 


	EcoSphere — Joke Book
	How to use this book
	Puns
	Riddles
	Silly Stuff
	Fun Facts
	Keep laughing
	Keep exploring online



