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AlcumusForge — Joke Book

 Spark & Anvil joke book. Groan-worthy puns, tricky riddles, silly 
nonsense, and real fun facts from the world of AlcumusForge — read 

them out loud and make someone laugh.

★  ★  ★

How to use this book

Read a joke, pause at the question, and try to guess the answer before you 
read on. Best of all: read them out loud to a friend, a grown-up, or your class. 
A good laugh makes the tricky stuff easier — that's real science.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

★  ★  ★

 

Why did the practice problem get harder every time 

you answered?

 

Because the app believed in you a little too much!
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Puns

Why did the practice problem get harder every time you answered?

Why did the student bring a ladder to math practice?

Why is a good problem-solver like a locksmith?

Why did the number theory problem feel misunderstood?

Why did the prime number refuse to share?

Why did the algebra problem go to therapy?

What did the impatient student say to the hard problem?

 

 Because the app believed in you a little too much!

 To reach the next difficulty level!

 They both know it's all about finding the right approach!

 Everyone kept treating it like it was even, but it was clearly odd!

 Because it could only be divided by itself and 1!

 It had too many unresolved variables!

 "I don't have the time... but I do have the strategy."



Why did the counting problem throw a party?

Why was the equation so calm under pressure?

Why did the exponent feel powerful?

Why did the remainder always feel left out?

What's a mathematician's favorite kind of tree?

Why did the probability problem stay optimistic?

Why did the geometry proof get an award?

 Because it knew how to arrange everyone!

 It knew both sides would always balance out!

 Because a little repetition really added up... actually, it multiplied!

 Because after the division, it was the part nobody divided evenly!

 A square root!

 Because it always saw the chances of a good outcome!

 It always reached the right conclusion, step by step!



Why did the factor tree grow so well?

What did the hint say to the stuck student?

Why did the inequality never make friends easily?

Why did the word problem carry a map?

Why was the mistake actually happy?

Why did the combinatorics problem love buffets?

 Because it kept branching down to its primes!

 "I'm not the answer -- I'm just a nudge in the right direction!"

 It always had to know who was greater than whom!

 Because the first step in solving it is figuring out where you're going!

 Because in this app, a wrong answer just meant a better hint was 
coming!

 So many possible combinations on one plate!



Riddles

I'm the only even prime number. Every other prime is odd. What number 
am I?

I'm a two-digit number. Reverse my digits and the new number is 9 
bigger. My two digits add up to 5. What number am I?

When you divide me by 5 you get a remainder of 3, and I'm the smallest 
whole number bigger than 20 that does this. What am I?

I add the same amount each step: 3, 7, 11, 15... what comes next, and 
what am I called?

A number and its double add up to 27. What is the number?

 

 2! It's prime because its only factors are 1 and 2, and it's the sole 
even prime.

 23! Because reversing 23 gives 32, and 32 = 23 + 9, and 2 + 3 = 5.

 23! Because 23 = 5 x 4 + 3, and no number between 21 and 22 
leaves remainder 3 when divided by 5.

 19! I'm an arithmetic sequence with a common difference of 4.

 9! Because 9 + 18 = 27, and 9 x 3 = 27, so the number is 27 divided 
by 3.



I'm the number of ways to arrange 3 different books on a shelf. How 
many am I?

I'm the greatest common factor of 24 and 36. What am I?

I'm the smallest number that both 4 and 6 divide into evenly. What am I?

Flip a fair coin twice. What's the chance of getting two heads?

I'm a number less than 50 with exactly three factors. What am I?

The angles of a triangle add up to a fixed total. Two of mine are 90 and 
30. What's the third?

 6! Because 3 x 2 x 1 = 6, which we write as 3 factorial.

 12! Because 12 divides both 24 and 36, and no larger number does.

 12! I'm the least common multiple of 4 and 6.

 1/4! Because there are 4 equally likely outcomes -- HH, HT, TH, TT -- 
and only one is two heads.

 49 is one answer! A number has exactly three factors only when it's 
the square of a prime: 49 = 7 x 7, with factors 1, 7, and 49. (25 works 
too: 1, 5, 25.)

 60! Because a triangle's angles always sum to 180, and 180 - 90 - 30 
= 60.



I'm 3 to the power of 4. What number am I?

A shirt costs $40 and goes on sale for 25% off. What's the sale price?

I'm the sum of the first 10 whole numbers, 1 + 2 + ... + 10. What am I?

Solve for x: 2x + 5 = 17. What is x?

There are 5 people at a party and everyone shakes hands once with 
everyone else. How many handshakes happen?

I'm a number whose digits are all the same and I equal 111 times 3. 
What am I?

If it takes 4 machines 4 hours to make 4 widgets, how long does it take 8 
machines to make 8 widgets?

 81! Because 3 x 3 x 3 x 3 = 81.

 $30! Because 25% of 40 is 10, and 40 - 10 = 30.

 55! There's a shortcut: 10 x 11 / 2 = 55.

 6! Subtract 5 from both sides to get 2x = 12, then divide by 2.

 10! Because 5 x 4 / 2 = 10 -- each of 5 people shakes 4 hands, and 
we divide by 2 so no handshake is counted twice.

 333! Because 111 x 3 = 333.



I'm the last digit of 2 to the power of 10. What am I?

I have a number in mind. Half of it plus 6 equals 20. What's my number?

 Still 4 hours! Each machine makes 1 widget in 4 hours, so more 
machines just make more widgets in the same time.

 4! The last digits of powers of 2 cycle 2, 4, 8, 6, and 2^10 = 1024, 
ending in 4.

 28! Because half of 28 is 14, and 14 + 6 = 20.



Silly Stuff

The problem got so adaptive that after a genius solved 100 in a row, it 
started asking questions that hadn't been invented yet. The mathematicians 
were thrilled. The genius was tired.

A student stared at a hard problem for an hour, gave up, went for a snack, 
and solved it in the fridge doorway. Turns out the best hint was a sandwich.

Number 7 kept bragging that it was "the luckiest number." Number 13 rolled 
its eyes. Number 4 in some countries just quietly left the room. Numbers 
have complicated reputations.

Someone asked a variable "What's your value?" and it said "It depends." 
That's the most honest answer in all of algebra.

Zero walked into a party and immediately made every product it touched 
disappear. Everyone else multiplied happily. Zero is powerful in a very quiet, 
absorbing way.

A student wrote "the answer is 42" for every single problem. Occasionally 
they were right. Statistics is a cruel and generous teacher.

Infinity tried to enter a "guess the biggest number" contest. It was 
disqualified for making everyone else feel small. The runner-up, "infinity plus 
one," was also asked to leave.

A word problem introduced 14 characters, three trains, a fruit stand, and a 
leaky bucket -- just to ask what time it is. Word problems have never 
respected anyone's time. That was the actual question.

The remainder started a support group for everything left over after division. 
Attendance was unpredictable -- sometimes 0 showed up, sometimes 6, 
depending on the divisor.

 



A student proved that 1 = 2 and was very proud. The teacher found the step 
where they secretly divided by zero. You can prove anything if you're allowed 
to break the one rule everyone agreed on.

Two parallel lines went to couples counseling to work out their differences. 
The counselor said, "I'm sorry, but you two will never meet." They were both 
weirdly relieved.

A negative number and a positive number of the same size got into an 
argument, canceled each other out completely, and left behind exactly 
nothing. That's the most dramatic zero ever created.

The Fibonacci sequence kept adding its last two members to make the next 
one and refused to stop. 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13... it just keeps growing, like a 
rabbit family that discovered spreadsheets.

A student estimated the answer, got within 2, and celebrated. Then 
computed the exact answer, got it exactly wrong, and was confused. 
Sometimes the guess is smarter than the arithmetic.

Pi went to a round-table discussion and refused to stop talking. 
3.14159265... hours later, everyone agreed: some numbers really do go on 
forever.



Fun Facts

Did you know? The name "Alcumus" comes from Alcmaeon, and the idea 
behind adaptive practice is ancient: give a learner a problem just past what 
they can already do -- the "edge of competence" -- so it's challenging but not 
impossible.

Did you know? Making a mistake and then getting feedback helps you learn 
MORE than getting it right the first time. Scientists call this "productive 
failure" -- struggle is part of the process, not a sign you're bad at math!

Did you know? There are infinitely many prime numbers. The Greek 
mathematician Euclid proved this over 2,000 years ago with a clever 
argument -- no matter how many primes you list, you can always find 
another!

Did you know? The trick for adding 1 + 2 + 3 + ... + 100 was famously used 
by young Carl Gauss. Pair the numbers (1+100, 2+99...) to get fifty pairs of 
101, so the total is 5,050!

Did you know? "Factorial" (written with a !) grows shockingly fast. 5! is just 
120, but 10! is already 3,628,800. That's how many ways you can arrange 
only 10 things in a row!

Did you know? A "googol" is a 1 followed by 100 zeros. The search engine 
Google is named after a misspelling of it -- to suggest the huge amount of 
information it searches!

Did you know? Your brain builds new connections when you struggle with a 
hard problem. So sitting with a tough question -- even before you solve it -- is 
literally growing your math brain.

Did you know? The equals sign (=) was invented in 1557 by Robert Recorde, 
who used two parallel lines because "no two things can be more equal."

 



Did you know? A number is divisible by 3 if the sum of its digits is divisible by 
3. So 4,281 is divisible by 3 because 4 + 2 + 8 + 1 = 15, and 15 is divisible by 
3!

Did you know? The word "algebra" comes from the Arabic "al-jabr," meaning 
"the reunion of broken parts," from a 9th-century book by the mathematician 
al-Khwarizmi -- whose name also gave us the word "algorithm"!

Did you know? Zero was one of the last numbers to be invented. Ancient 
Romans had no symbol for it -- try doing MMXXVI minus MMXXVI with 
Roman numerals and you'll see why zero was such a breakthrough!

Did you know? A "perfect number" equals the sum of its factors (not 
counting itself). 6 is perfect: 1 + 2 + 3 = 6. The next one is 28: 1 + 2 + 4 + 7 + 
14 = 28!

Did you know? Estimating first, then computing, catches mistakes. If you 
estimate an answer should be "about 200" and your calculator says 2,000, 
you know something went wrong. Good problem-solvers always sanity-
check!

Did you know? The best problem-solvers don't just try harder -- they try 
DIFFERENTLY. When stuck, they draw a picture, try a smaller version, or work 
backwards. Switching strategies is a superpower.

Did you know? In counting problems, "and" often means multiply while "or" 
often means add. Choosing a shirt AND pants means multiplying the choices; 
choosing a shirt OR a jacket means adding them!



Keep laughing

That's 70 jokes from AlcumusForge. Made someone laugh? Try making up 
your own — the best jokes are the ones you tell.

Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, 
forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking. Released under Creative 
Commons BY-NC-SA 4.0 for educational reuse.

Keep exploring online

Play it now Meet the cast More free books

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/play/alcumusforge

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/cast/alcumusforge

https!!"spark-and-
anvil.org/books

Scan a code with any phone camera, or type the address. Every app, story, 
and book is free, forever — no account, no tracking.
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