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1. What Is Storytelling?

< Question (fold —)

Folktales, myths, and legends are
often passed down through —

A told story can change slightly
each time because —

A good storyteller pays attention
to —

Which is a benefit of oral
storytelling?

Everyone can be a storyteller
because —

Oral storytelling means telling a
story —

The 'flow' of a story is —

Oral storytelling is one of the
OLDEST ways humans —

A storyteller's most important
tool is their —

Storytelling combines —

The first step to telling a story well
is to —

Listening to great storytellers
helps you —

A storyteller can make a story feel
real by —

A told story differs from a written
one because the teller can use —

The BEST summary of storytelling
is —

Confidence in storytelling grows
from —

A story usually has —

The main goal of storytelling is to

Answer

oral storytelling — Folktales, myths, and legends have long been passed down
through oral storytelling across generations.

the teller adapts to the moment — Oral stories can shift with each telling as
the teller adapts to the audience and moment.

the audience's reactions — A skilled teller watches the audience and adjusts
to their reactions.

It builds a live connection between teller and listener — Oral storytelling
creates a live, human connection between teller and listener.

we all tell stories in everyday life — We all tell stories daily — about our day,
our friends, what happened — so everyone is a storyteller.

aloud, with your voice — Oral storytelling is telling a story aloud, using your
voice (and often gesture and expression).

how smoothly it moves from one part to the next — Flow is how smoothly a
story moves from one part to the next.

shared knowledge and entertained each other — Long before writing,
people shared knowledge, history, and entertainment through spoken stories.

voice — The voice is a storyteller's primary tool — how they speak shapes the
whole telling.

content (the story) and delivery (how you tell it) — Great storytelling
combines a strong story (content) with skilled delivery (how you tell it).

choose a story worth telling — The first step is choosing a story that's worth
telling — one that interests you and your audience.

learn techniques to use yourself — Listening to skilled storytellers teaches
techniques you can adapt in your own telling.

using vivid details and expression — Vivid details and expressive delivery
make a told story feel real and alive.

voice, pace, and gesture live — A teller can use voice, pacing, and gesture in
real time — tools a written page doesn't have.

sharing a story aloud to connect with and move an audience — Storytelling
is sharing a story aloud, using voice and expression to connect with and move
an audience.

preparation and practice — Confidence comes from preparing your story and
practicing telling it.

characters, a setting, and events — A story usually includes characters, a
setting, and a sequence of events.

connect with listeners and make them feel something — Storytelling aims
to connect with listeners and make them feel something — curiosity, wonder,



A story told to a young child
differs from one told to teens
because the teller —

A storyteller and a reader-aloud
differ because the storyteller —

The person telling the story is the

Storytelling is a SKILL that —

A storyteller should know their
story well enough to —

Eye contact with the audience
helps a teller —

The people who hear the story
are the —

laughter, or emotion.

adapts it to the audience — A skilled teller adapts the story to fit the age and
interests of the audience.

tells from memory and adapts, not reading word-for-word — A storyteller
tells from memory and adapts to the audience, rather than reading a text word-
for-word.

teller (storyteller) — The teller (or storyteller) is the person telling the story
aloud.

improves with practice — Storytelling is a craft that anyone can improve with
practice.

tell it without reading every word — Knowing your story well lets you tell it
naturally, focusing on the audience rather than reading.

connect and hold attention — Making eye contact helps the teller connect
with listeners and hold their attention.

audience (listeners) — The audience is the group of listeners hearing the
story.



2. The Hook

< Question (fold —)

Repeating an intriguing
PHRASE at the start can —

A hook and the story's
mood should —

A hook works by making
the listener —

A strong hook usually
appears —

A hook earns its place when
it—

A'hook' is —

If a story starts slow, the fix
is often to —

Opening with a vivid IMAGE
can hook listeners by —

The best test of a hook is
whether it makes the
listener —

A hook that gives away the
WHOLE story at once is —

Practicing your opening line
helps because —

A hook can create an
emotional pull by —

A hook should be —

Starting with ACTION
(something happening) can

A hook makes a promise to
the listener that the story
will —

Specific details in a hook
are —

The BEST summary of the

Answer

create a memorable hook — A memorable repeated phrase at the start can serve as
a catchy, effective hook.

match each other — A hook should match the story's mood, setting the right tone
from the first words.

curious about what happens next — A good hook sparks curiosity, making the
listener want to find out what happens next.

at the very beginning of the story — The hook comes at the very start — the first
thing that makes listeners lean in.

makes the audience commit to listening — A hook earns its place by making the
audience commit to listening to the rest.

an opening that grabs the listener's attention — A hook is an opening that
immediately grabs the listener's attention and makes them want more.

open with something more gripping — A slow start is often fixed by opening with a
more gripping moment or image.

painting a picture they want to explore — A vivid opening image paints a picture

listeners want to explore, hooking them into the story.

want to hear what happens next — The best test of a hook: does it make the
listener want to hear what happens next?

usually too much (leaves nothing to discover) — A hook should intrigue, not spoil
— revealing everything at once leaves nothing to discover.

the first moments set the tone — The first moments set the tone, so practicing your
opening line is worth the effort.

hinting at something at stake — Hinting at something at stake creates an emotional
pull that hooks the listener.

short and punchy, not long and slow — A hook works best when it's short and

punchy — grabbing attention quickly.

grab attention right away — Beginning with action drops listeners into something
happening, grabbing attention immediately.

be worth their attention — A hook makes an implicit promise that the story will be
worth the listener's attention.

stronger than vague ones — Specific, concrete details make a hook more vivid and
gripping than vague generalities.

a gripping opening that grabs attention and makes listeners want more — The
hook is a gripping opening that grabs attention and makes listeners want to hear the



hook is —

Which is the STRONGEST
hook?

A hook should connect to

A weak opening like 'This is
a story about a dog' tends
to—

The purpose of a hook is to
earn the listener's —

Surprise or mystery in an
opening can —

A good hook can be —

Starting a story with an
interesting QUESTION can

Which hook best fits a scary
story?

rest.

"The night the lights went out, everything changed."” — An intriguing, specific
opening like 'the night the lights went out' pulls listeners in far better than a flat start.

the rest of the story — A hook should genuinely connect to the story, not be a
random gimmick unrelated to what follows.

not grab attention — A flat, generic opening gives listeners nothing to grab onto and
fails as a hook.

attention for the rest of the story — A hook earns the listener's attention so they'll
stay for the rest of the story.

make listeners want to keep listening — A touch of surprise or mystery in the
opening makes listeners want to keep listening.

an image, a question, action, or a surprising statement — Hooks come in many
forms: a striking image, an intriguing question, action, or a surprising statement.

hook the audience — Opening with an intriguing question is one way to hook an
audience.

"No one had opened that door in a hundred years — until tonight." — An
ominous, specific opening matches a scary story and hooks the listener with dread
and curiosity.



3. Story Structure

< Question (fold —)

The MIDDLE of a story
usually —

Introducing the conflict
too LATE can make a story
feel —

The 'climax’ of a story is —

Falling action comes —

Building tension toward
the climax keeps listeners

A story without a clear
structure often feels —

A subplotis —

A story that ends right at
the climax with no
resolution can feel —

The rising action's job is to

Structure helps a TELLER
because it —

A well-shaped story gives
listeners a sense of —

The BEGINNING of a story
usually —

Which order is the
standard story shape?

A satisfying ending usually

The BEST summary of
story structure is —

A story's problem or
challenge is called the —

Every event in a well-

Answer

builds the problem and the tension — The middle develops the problem and builds
tension — the rising action.

slow to start — If the conflict is introduced too late, the story can feel slow to get
going.

the moment of greatest tension or excitement — The climax is the story's peak —
the moment of greatest tension or excitement.

after the climax, leading to the resolution — Falling action follows the climax and
leads the story toward its resolution.

engaged and wanting to know what happens — Building tension toward the climax
keeps listeners engaged and eager for the outcome.

confusing or aimless — Without a clear structure, a story can feel confusing or
aimless.

a smaller side story within the main story — A subplot is a smaller secondary story
woven alongside the main plot.

unfinished — Ending at the climax with no resolution can leave a story feeling
unfinished.

build toward the climax — The rising action builds tension and events toward the
climax.

gives them a clear map to follow — A clear structure gives the teller a map to follow,
so the telling stays on track.

a complete journey — Good structure gives listeners the satisfying sense of a
complete journey.

introduces characters and the situation — The beginning introduces the characters
and the situation, setting up the story.

Setup — rising action — climax — resolution — The standard shape is setup, rising
action, climax, then resolution.

resolves the main problem — A satisfying ending resolves the story's main problem.

a beginning that sets up, a middle that builds to a climax, and an end that
resolves — Story structure is a beginning that sets up, a middle that builds to a climax,
and an end that resolves the conflict.

conflict — The conflict is the problem or challenge the characters face.

move the story forward — In a well-structured story, each event moves the story



structured story should —

A basic story has three
main parts —

The END of a story usually

The story arc rises to a
climax and then —

The 'resolution' is where

Events in a story should
usually be told in —

Knowing the structure lets
a teller adjust the —

The 'inciting incident' is
the event that —

A cliffhanger is —

forward.

beginning, middle, and end — A basic story has a beginning, a middle, and an end.

resolves the problem — The end resolves the problem, bringing the story to a close.

falls toward resolution — The story arc rises to a climax and then falls toward the
resolution.

the conflict is settled — The resolution is where the story's conflict is settled.

a clear order the listener can follow — Events should be told in a clear, logical order
so listeners can follow the story.

pacing of each part — Knowing the structure helps a teller pace each part — lingering
or speeding up where it helps.

kicks off the story's main problem — The inciting incident is the event that sets the
story's main problem in motion.

a suspenseful pause before revealing what happens — A cliffhanger pauses at a
suspenseful moment, making listeners eager to hear what happens next.



4. Setting the Scene

< Question (fold —)

Which best sets a busy
MARKET scene?

A well-set scene makes the
story feel —
Which detail best sets a

WINTER scene?

The BEST summary of
setting the scene is —

Describing HOW a place
feels (cozy, eerie) adds —

Which SETS a scene most
vividly?

Too MUCH setting
description at once can —

You don't need to describe
EVERYTHING about a
setting; just —

A familiar setting (like a
school) helps listeners —

The 'setting' of a story is —
Setting details should

support —

A change in setting during a
story can signal —

Sensory details of a setting
appeal to —

An unusual setting (like the
bottom of the ocean) can —

A setting can be a real place
or —

A setting can also affect the
PLOT when —

Ateller can suggest a
setting quickly with —

Answer

"Vendors shouted prices over the clatter of carts and the smell of frying dough."
— Shouting vendors, clattering carts, and frying dough set a busy market through
multiple senses.

real and immersive — A well-set scene makes the story feel real and immersive.

"Her breath turned to fog as snow crunched underfoot." — Showing breath
turning to fog and snow crunching sets a winter scene vividly through sensory detail.

using vivid, selective details to show where and when the story happens —
Setting the scene means using vivid, well-chosen details to show where and when a
story happens.

atmosphere — Describing how a place feels — cozy, eerie, bustling — adds
atmosphere to the setting.

"Rain hammered the tin roof of the tiny cabin." — Specific, sensory details like
'rain hammered the tin roof' set a scene far more vividly than vague words.

slow the story down — Too much setting description at once can bog down the
story; weave details in as you go.

the details that matter — You only need the details that matter — a few well-chosen
ones bring a setting to life without overloading listeners.

relate quickly — A familiar setting lets listeners relate and picture the scene quickly.

where and when it takes place — The setting is where and when a story takes
place.

the story and its mood — The best setting details support the story and reinforce its
mood.

a change in the story (time or place shift) — Moving to a new setting can signal a
shift in time or place — a new part of the story.

sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste — Sensory details bring a setting alive through
sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste.

spark curiosity and wonder — An unusual setting can spark curiosity and wonder,
drawing listeners into a new world.

an imaginary one — A setting can be a real place or an entirely imagined one — a
magical kingdom, a distant planet, or your own town.

the place creates an obstacle or opportunity — A setting can shape the plot — a
raging river, a locked castle — creating obstacles or opportunities.

one or two strong details — One or two strong, specific details can suggest a whole
setting efficiently.



A setting that matches the
story's events is —

A vivid setting helps
listeners —

Setting helps answer the
questions —

A skilled teller weaves
setting details into —

Establishing the setting
early helps listeners —

The best time to establish
the setting is usually —

Setting can affect a story's

The setting is like the
story's —

more powerful — A setting that matches the story's events reinforces and
strengthens them.

picture the story in their minds — A vivid setting helps listeners picture the story in
their imaginations.

where and when — Setting answers 'where' and 'when' the story happens.

the action, not a long list — Skilled tellers weave setting details into the action
rather than pausing for a long description.

ground themselves in the story — Establishing the setting early grounds listeners
so they can picture where the story unfolds.

early, but woven into the action — Establish the setting early, but weave it into the
action rather than pausing for a long description.

mood — The setting shapes the mood — a dark, stormy place feels different from a
bright, sunny one.

stage — The setting is the stage on which the story's events play out.



5. Sensory Details

< Question (fold —)

A teller can use their VOICE
to add a sensory feel by —

Describing what a character
HEARS in a tense moment
can —

A sensory detail is stronger
when it is —

Which is a TOUCH detail?

Sensory details help
listeners —

Choosing the RIGHT sense
for a moment makes it —

Sensory details make a
story feel —

Sensory details work best
when they —

A taste detail might describe
food as —

The BEST summary of
sensory details is —

Which uses a SMELL detail?

Too many sensory details at
once can —

Sensory details are most
effective at —

Sensory details appeal to —

Which is a SIGHT detail that
shows fear?

The best storytellers appeal
to —

Sensory details can trigger

Sensory details are a form

Answer

changing tone to match the mood — A teller can reinforce sensory mood with
vocal tone — a hushed voice for something eerie, a bright one for joy.

build suspense — Focusing on what a character hears in a tense moment (a creak, a
footstep) can build suspense.

specific — Specific sensory details ('sharp lemon tang') are stronger than vague ones
('a taste').

"The rope burned rough against her palms." — 'Burned rough against her palms'
is a touch detail conveying texture and sensation.

experience the story vividly — Sensory details help listeners feel like they're inside
the story, experiencing it vividly.

more powerful — Choosing the sense that best fits a moment (a smell for a
memory, a sound for suspense) makes it more powerful.

immersive and real — Sensory details make a story feel immersive and real, pulling
listeners inside it.

serve the story and its mood — The best sensory details serve the story and
reinforce its mood, rather than being random decoration.

"sweet and sticky, like melted honey" — 'Sweet and sticky, like melted honey'is a
taste detail that makes the food vivid.

specific sights, sounds, smells, touches, and tastes that make a story vivid —
Sensory details are specific appeals to the five senses that make a story vivid and
immersive.

"The kitchen filled with the scent of warm cinnamon." — 'The scent of warm
cinnamon' uses a smell detail — one of the most memory-rich senses.

overwhelm the listener — Piling on too many details at once can overwhelm; a few
strong, well-placed ones work best.

the story's important moments — Sensory details land best at the story's
important moments, not scattered on every line.

the five senses (sight, sound, smell, touch, taste) — Sensory details appeal to the
five senses: sight, sound, smell, touch, and taste.

"His eyes went wide and his face drained of color." — Wide eyes and a colorless
face show fear through sight, rather than telling it.

several senses across a story — The best storytellers appeal to several senses
across a story, not just sight.

listeners' own memories and emotions — Sensory details can trigger listeners'
own memories and emotions, deepening their connection to the story.

showing, not telling — Sensory details 'show' the story through the senses rather



of —

A specific color is a stronger
detail than —

A good rule is to include
sensory detail at —

Sensory details help turn
'telling' into —

A single strong sensory
detail can be —

Which uses a SOUND detail?

Beginning tellers often
overuse —

Which sense is often the
MOST powerful for
memory?

than flatly telling it.

just saying 'colorful' — A specific color like 'crimson’ is a stronger detail than the
vague 'colorful.'

important moments — Add sensory detail at important moments to make them
vivid, rather than at every single sentence.

'showing' — Sensory details turn flat 'telling' into vivid 'showing.'

more powerful than many weak ones — One strong, specific sensory detail can be
more powerful than a pile of weak, vague ones.

"The floorboards creaked with every step." — 'The floorboards creaked' uses a
sound detail to bring the scene alive.

sight, forgetting the other senses — Beginners often rely on sight alone; adding
sound, smell, touch, and taste makes storytelling richer.

Smell — Smell is often the most powerful sense for triggering memory, making smell
details especially evocative.



6. Characters in a Told Tale

< Question (fold —)

A character's growth
(change) across a told tale
gives it —

A character's actions reveal

A teller changing their voice
for different characters is
called —

A clear MAIN character helps
listeners —

A teller connects listeners to
a character by helping them

A teller should keep a
character's voice —

Giving each character a
distinct trait helps listeners

A character listeners can
PICTURE feels —

Showing what a character
WANTS helps listeners —

Listeners connect to a story
mostly through —

A teller can signal a NEW
character is speaking by —

A character's WANT gives
the listener —

Characters in a story are —

A teller can bring a character
to life with —

A character listeners CARE
about usually has —

Physical details of a
character should be —

Which brings a character to

Answer

emotional depth — A character who grows or changes across a told tale gives the
story emotional depth.

who they are — What a character does reveals who they are.

voicing (characterization through voice) — Changing your voice for different
characters — 'voicing' — helps listeners follow who's speaking.

know who to follow and root for — A clear main character gives listeners someone
to follow and root for.

feel what the character feels — A teller connects listeners to a character by
helping them feel what the character feels — empathy.

consistent so listeners recognize them — Keeping a character's voice consistent
helps listeners recognize them each time they speak.

tell them apart — Distinct traits help listeners tell characters apart in a told story.

more real — A character listeners can picture feels more real and vivid.

care about whether they get it — Showing what a character wants makes listeners
care about whether they achieve it.

its characters — Listeners connect to a story mainly through caring about its
characters.

changing voice or posture — A teller signals a new speaker by changing voice or
posture, helping listeners follow the dialogue.

a reason to care about the outcome — Showing what a character wants gives
listeners a reason to care about whether they succeed.

the people or beings the story is about — Characters are the people or beings a
story is about.

a distinct voice or way of speaking — A teller can bring a character to life by giving
them a distinct voice or manner of speaking.

a goal and a feeling — A character listeners care about usually has a clear goal and
real feelings.

few but memorable — A few memorable physical details bring a character to life
without overwhelming the listener.

Showing them act and speak in their own way — Showing a character act and



life BEST in a told tale?

Two characters who want
DIFFERENT things create —

The BEST summary of
characters in a told tale is —

Facial expression and
gesture can help a teller —

You don't need MANY
characters; a told tale works
well with —

A character's emotions
should —

The relationship between
two characters can create —

A minor character in a told
tale should be —

Avillain in a told tale is more
interesting when they —

speak in their own distinct way brings them to life better than a flat description.

conflict — When two characters want different things, their clash creates conflict —
the engine of story.

a small, distinct cast brought to life through voice, action, and feeling —
Characters in a told tale are a small, distinct cast brought to life through voice, action,
and feeling.

show a character's emotions — A teller's facial expressions and gestures help
show a character's emotions.

a small, clear cast — A told tale works well with a small, clear cast — too many
characters confuse listeners.

change with the events of the story — A character's emotions should shift in
response to the story's events, making them feel alive.

conflict or warmth (interest) — Relationships between characters create conflict or
warmth, adding interest to a told tale.

clear but not overshadow the main character — Minor characters should be clear
but not overshadow the main character listeners are following.

have a reason for what they do — A villain is more interesting when they have
understandable reasons, not just pure random evil.



7. Mood & Tone

< Question (fold —)

A sudden shift in mood can

Mood is created by all of
these EXCEPT —

A teller's VOICE can set the
mood by —

Mood is created through —

A spooky mood can be
created with —

A teller can speed up their
delivery to create —

Tone can be —

Which detail creates a
TENSE mood?

Pace affects mood because
a slow pace often feels —

'Mood' in a story is —
A skilled teller matches

their FACE and body to —

Building mood gradually
can —

Mood and the story's
events should —

A shift from a light tone to
a serious one can signal —

A teller can lower their
voice to create —

A cheerful mood might use

Mood and tone give a story
its —

A calm, peaceful mood
might use —

Answer

surprise listeners and add drama — A well-timed shift in mood can surprise
listeners and heighten the drama.

the page count — Mood is built by word choice, pace, and delivery — not by
something like a page count in a told tale.

matching tone to the feeling (hushed, bright, tense) — A teller sets mood with
vocal tone — a hushed voice for suspense, a bright one for joy.

setting, word choice, pace, and delivery together — Mood is built through the
combination of setting, word choice, pace, and delivery.

dark settings, slow pace, and eerie details — A spooky mood is built with dark
settings, a slow pace, and eerie sensory details.

excitement or urgency — Speeding up delivery can create excitement or urgency.

playful, serious, spooky, sad, or many other attitudes — Tone can take many
forms — playful, serious, spooky, sad — depending on the teller's attitude.

"Somewhere down the hall, a door slowly creaked open."” — A slowly creaking
door down a dark hall creates a tense, suspenseful mood.

tense or calm; a fast pace feels exciting — Pace shapes mood: a slow pace can feel
tense or calm, while a fast pace feels exciting or urgent.

the feeling or atmosphere it creates — Mood is the overall feeling or atmosphere a
story creates for the listener.

the story's mood — A skilled teller matches facial expression and body language to
the story's mood.

draw listeners deeper into the story — Gradually building mood can draw listeners
deeper into the story's world.

match and reinforce each other — Mood should match and reinforce the story's
events for the strongest effect.

an important turn in the story — Shifting from a light tone to a serious one can
signal an important turn in the story.

suspense or intimacy — Lowering the voice can create suspense or intimacy,
drawing listeners closer.

bright images and a lively pace — A cheerful mood uses bright images, warm
details, and a lively pace.

emotional flavor — Mood and tone give a story its emotional flavor — how it makes
listeners feel.

gentle images and a slow, soft voice — A calm, peaceful mood uses gentle images
and a slow, soft delivery.



Consistent mood helps a
story feel —

The mood a story leaves
listeners with at the END is

Tone can make the same
events feel —

A mismatch between a
happy tone and a sad story
usually feels —

"Tone' is —

Word choice affects mood
because —

The BEST summary of
mood & tone is —

unified — A consistent mood (unless a shift is intended) helps a story feel unified.

part of its overall impact — The mood a story leaves at the end is part of its lasting
impact on listeners.

different (funny, sad, or scary) — The teller's tone can make the same events feel
funny, sad, or scary — attitude recolors the story.

confusing — A tone that clashes with the story's events (a giggly tone for a sad tale)
usually feels confusing.

the teller's attitude toward the story — Tone is the teller's attitude toward the story
— playful, serious, spooky, and so on.

different words carry different feelings — Word choice shapes mood — 'gloomy"
and 'cozy' create very different feelings.

the feeling of a story and the teller's attitude, built through details, pace, and
voice — Mood is a story's feeling and tone is the teller's attitude — both built through
details, pace, and delivery.



8. Tension & Suspense

< Question (fold —)

Which line creates the MOST
suspense?

'Suspense' is the feeling of —

Too much CALM with no
tension can make a story feel

A cliffhanger builds suspense
by —

Dramatic irony (the listener
knows something a character
doesn't) can build —

Tension'in a story is —
Suspense is strongest when

the outcome is —

Suspense fades if the listener

Suspense grows when the
listener —

Suspense keeps listeners —

The purpose of tension and
suspense is to —

Releasing tension too EARLY
can make the rest of the story
feel —

The BEST summary of tension
& suspense is —

Suspense is released at the —

A story with steady tension
and NO relief can leave
listeners —

Foreshadowing (a hint of
trouble ahead) can —

Answer

"She reached for the doorknob — and it turned on its own." — A doorknob
turning on its own is unexpected and threatening, creating strong suspense.

anxious anticipation about what will happen — Suspense is the feeling of
anxious anticipation about what will happen next.

boring — A story with no tension can feel boring; some pressure keeps listeners
engaged.

pausing at a tense moment — A cliffhanger pauses at a tense moment, leaving
listeners hanging and eager for more.

suspense — Dramatic irony — when listeners know a danger a character doesn't —
builds suspense.

the sense that something important is at stake — Tension is the sense that
something important is at stake, creating pressure in the story.

uncertain — Suspense is strongest when the outcome is genuinely uncertain — it
could go either way.

stops caring about the outcome — Suspense fades when listeners stop caring
about the outcome, so a teller keeps them invested.

cares about the outcome but doesn't know it yet — Suspense grows when
listeners care about the outcome but don't yet know how it will turn out.

eager to hear what happens next — Suspense keeps listeners hooked and eager
to hear what happens next.

keep listeners engaged and caring — Tension and suspense keep listeners
engaged and emotionally invested in the outcome.

flat — Releasing tension too early can leave the rest of the story feeling flat — save
the payoff for the climax.

building anticipation about an uncertain, high-stakes outcome to keep
listeners hooked — Tension and suspense build anticipation about an uncertain,
high-stakes outcome, keeping listeners hooked.

climax and resolution — Built-up suspense is released at the climax and
resolution.

exhausted — Unrelenting tension with no relief can exhaust listeners; alternate
tension with moments of relief.

build suspense — Foreshadowing — hinting at trouble ahead — builds suspense
and anticipation.



Raising the STAKES (what can
be lost) —

A teller's voice can build
tension by —

A pause (silence) at a tense
moment can —

Mystery (an unanswered
guestion) creates suspense by
making listeners —

Slowing down at a crucial
moment can —

A ticking clock (a deadline)
creates suspense because —

Interrupting a tense moment
to switch scenes can —

Alternating tension and relief
keeps a story —

Suspense should build toward

increases tension — Raising the stakes — making more depend on the outcome
— increases tension.

growing quieter or more urgent — A teller builds tension by adjusting the voice
— growing quieter or more urgent as the moment peaks.

heighten suspense — A well-timed pause or silence can heighten suspense at a
tense moment.

want the answer — An unanswered question (mystery) creates suspense by
making listeners want the answer.

increase suspense — Slowing down at a crucial moment stretches the tension,
increasing suspense.

time is running out — A deadline (a 'ticking clock’) creates suspense because time
is running out.

increase suspense (a cliffhanger) — Cutting away from a tense moment to
another scene can heighten suspense, like a cliffhanger.

engaging without exhausting listeners — Alternating moments of tension and
relief keeps a story engaging without exhausting listeners.

the climax — Suspense builds toward the climax — the moment of greatest
tension.



9. Pacing

< Question (fold —)

Pacing that is too SLOW
throughout can make listeners

After the climax, the pace often

A dramatic pause right before a
reveal can —

The pace usually QUICKENS as a

story approaches its —

The BEST summary of pacing is

Pacing also includes knowing
when to —

A story told at ONE unchanging
pace tends to feel —

Quick, short sentences during
action help create —

Speeding up the pace is good
for —

Changing pace keeps a story
feeling —

Practicing a story aloud helps a
teller find its —

Good pacing means matching
the SPEED to the —

If listeners seem lost, the pacing
fix is often to —

Slowing the pace is good for —

Varying the LENGTH of
sentences can affect pace
because —

Lingering too long on an
UNIMPORTANT part can make
listeners —

Rushing through an important

Answer

lose interest — Pacing that's too slow throughout can make listeners lose
interest — keep the story moving.

slows for the resolution — After the climax, the pace often slows to wind down
toward the resolution.

heighten the impact — A dramatic pause right before a reveal heightens its
impact by building anticipation.

climax — Pace often quickens approaching the climax, building energy toward
the peak.

varying the speed of telling to match each moment's importance and
energy — Pacing is varying the speed of telling to match each moment's
importance and energy.

pause — Pacing includes knowing when to pause — silence is a powerful pacing
tool.

monotonous — A single unchanging pace feels monotonous; varying the pace
keeps a story lively.

a fast, exciting pace — Quick, short sentences during action create a fast,
exciting pace.

action and excitement — Speeding up the pace suits action and exciting
moments, building energy.

alive and dynamic — Changing pace throughout keeps a story feeling alive and
dynamic.

natural pacing — Practicing aloud helps a teller discover a story's natural
pacing.

moment's importance and energy — Good pacing matches the speed of telling
to each moment's importance and energy.

slow down and clarify — If listeners seem lost, slowing down and clarifying
usually brings them back.

important or emotional moments — Slowing the pace lets important or
emotional moments land and gives listeners time to feel them.

short sentences feel fast; long ones feel slow — Short sentences feel fast and
punchy; longer ones feel slower — sentence length shapes pace.

lose interest — Lingering too long on minor parts can make listeners lose
interest — move through them faster.

lose its impact — Rushing through an important moment robs it of impact —



moment can make it —

Good pacing serves the story by

'Pacing' is —

Which part of a story usually
deserves the SLOWEST, most
careful pace?

A slow pace at a sad moment
gives listeners time to —

A teller controls pace with —

Pacing that is too FAST
throughout can leave listeners

Pacing helps a teller —

A pause in the telling can —

big beats need room to breathe.

putting the emphasis where it belongs — Good pacing serves the story by
placing emphasis where it belongs — slow for the big moments, quick for the
rest.

how fast or slow a story moves — Pacing is how fast or slow a story moves —
both its events and its telling.

The emotional climax or key moment — The emotional climax or key moment
deserves the slowest, most careful pace so it lands fully.

feel the emotion — Slowing the pace at a sad moment gives listeners time to
feel the emotion fully.

speech speed, pauses, and sentence length — A teller controls pace through
speech speed, pauses, and sentence length.

unable to keep up or feel the moments — Pacing that's too fast throughout
can leave listeners unable to keep up or feel the important moments.

control the listener's experience of time and tension — Pacing lets a teller
control how listeners experience time and tension in a story.

add emphasis or suspense — A well-placed pause can add emphasis or
suspense — silence is a pacing tool.



10. Voice & Delivery

< Question (fold —)

Clear ENUNCIATION
(pronouncing words clearly)
helps listeners —

Emphasizing the RIGHT word in
a sentence can change its —

Changing your PACE within a
telling is part of —

A teller can use a FACIAL
expression to —

Emphasis on a KEY word can —

The GOAL of good delivery is to

Speaking SOFTLY can draw
listeners —

A teller who sounds bored will
likely make the audience —

Vocal variety includes changing

The BEST summary of voice &
delivery is —

PITCH (how high or low your
voice is) can help —

A confident delivery comes
largely from —

Using different voices for
different characters helps
listeners —

A teller's ENERGY and
enthusiasm are —

Delivery brings the WRITTEN
story to —

Good delivery includes
appropriate —

Delivery that is too QUIET
throughout can cause —

Answer

understand the story — Clear enunciation ensures listeners can understand
every word of the story.

meaning or impact — Emphasizing different words can change a sentence's
meaning or impact — a key delivery skill.

vocal delivery — Varying your pace within a telling is part of expressive vocal
delivery.

reinforce the emotion of a moment — Facial expressions reinforce the emotion
of a moment, supporting vocal delivery.

highlight its importance — Emphasizing a key word highlights its importance to
listeners.

help the audience experience the story — The goal of delivery is to help the
audience experience the story, not to show off.

closer, creating intimacy or suspense — Speaking softly can draw listeners
closer, creating intimacy or suspense.

feel bored too — A teller's energy transfers to the audience — sounding bored
makes listeners bored too.

pitch, pace, volume, and tone — Vocal variety means changing pitch, pace,
volume, and tone for effect.

using vocal variety, clarity, and expression to bring a story to life — Voice and
delivery use vocal variety, clarity, and expression to bring a story to life for
listeners.

distinguish characters or express emotion — Varying pitch helps distinguish
characters and express emotions.

knowing the story and practicing — Confident delivery comes from knowing the
story well and practicing it.

follow who is speaking — Giving characters different voices helps listeners follow
who is speaking.

contagious to the audience — A teller's energy and enthusiasm are contagious
— they help the audience get excited too.

life — Delivery brings a story to life, turning words into a living experience.

pauses — Good delivery uses well-placed pauses for emphasis, suspense, and
clarity.

listeners to miss the story — Delivery that's too quiet throughout means
listeners can't hear the story — project enough to be heard.



A monotone (unchanging)
voice tends to make listeners

Projecting your voice means —

'Vocal variety' means —

Delivery that is too LOUD
throughout leaves no room for

Making eye contact while
telling helps —

Speaking too FAST can cause
listeners to —

Matching your TONE of voice to
the story's mood makes it —

VOLUME can be used to —

bored — A monotone voice quickly bores listeners; vocal variety keeps them
engaged.

speaking so everyone can hear clearly — Projecting means speaking clearly
enough that everyone can hear — not shouting, but reaching the whole audience.

changing your voice for effect (pitch, volume, pace) — Vocal variety is changing
your voice — pitch, volume, and pace — for effect.

emphasis or suspense — Constant loudness leaves no room for emphasis or
suspense; contrast requires quieter moments too.

connect with the audience — Eye contact helps a teller connect with the
audience during delivery.

miss important parts — Speaking too fast can cause listeners to miss important
parts of the story.

more believable and immersive — Matching your tone of voice to the story's
mood makes the telling more believable and immersive.

emphasize or create suspense (loud or soft) — Volume — getting louder or
softer — emphasizes moments and can build suspense.



11. Gesture & Body Language

< Question (fold —)

A frozen face during an
emotional moment can —

The BEST summary of
gesture & body language is

Too MANY random gestures
can —

Body language should
reinforce, not —

A teller can SHOW how big
something is with —

Facial expressions help
convey a character's or
moment's —

Miming an action (like
opening a door) can —

A gesture can —

Posture can convey a
character's —

Body language can help
distinguish —

Eye contact combined with
gesture helps a teller —

Standing still and stiff the
whole time can make a
telling feel —

Body language is a form of

A teller who uses their
whole body creates a telling
that is —

The whole POINT of gesture
and body language is to —

Leaning IN toward the
audience can create —

Body language that

Answer

weaken the moment — A frozen, expressionless face during an emotional moment
weakens it; let your face react.

using purposeful movement, gesture, and expression to bring a story to life —
Gesture and body language use purposeful movement, gesture, and expression to
bring a story to life.

distract from the story — Too many random or fidgety gestures distract from the
story; gestures should be purposeful.

contradict the words — Body language should reinforce the words, not contradict
them (like smiling while telling a sad part).

their hands — A teller can show size or shape with their hands, adding a vivid visual
to the words.

emotion — Facial expressions convey the emotion of a character or moment.

make the story more vivid — Miming an action can make a story more vivid by
showing what's happening.

show an action or emphasize a point — A gesture can show an action or
emphasize a point, reinforcing the words.

confidence, fear, or age — Posture can convey a character's confidence, fear, age,
or mood.

different characters — Different postures and movements can help distinguish
characters in a told tale.

connect and engage — Combining eye contact with gesture helps a teller connect
with and engage the audience.

lifeless — Standing stiff and still can make a telling feel lifeless; natural movement
adds life.

showing (not just telling) — Body language is a form of showing — conveying the
story physically, not just with words.

more engaging and vivid — A teller who uses their whole body creates a more
engaging, vivid telling.

support and enrich the story — Gesture and body language exist to support and
enrich the story, working with the words.
intimacy or suspense — Leaning in toward the audience can create a feeling of

intimacy or suspense.

confuses the audience — Body language that contradicts the words confuses the



contradicts the words
(smiling at sad news) —

Facial expression is
especially important for —

'Body language' in
storytelling means —

Gestures work best when
they are —

Gestures should MATCH —

A teller should practice
gestures so they feel —

Using SPACE (moving or
leaning) can help —

Purposeful movement
means the teller moves —

A gesture held a moment
longer can —

audience; it should match the feeling.

showing emotion listeners can see — Facial expression is especially important for
showing emotion listeners can see.

using your body, hands, and face to help tell the story — Body language is using
your body, hands, and face to help tell a story.

natural and purposeful — Gestures work best when they feel natural and serve a
purpose.

the words and action — Gestures should match the words and action they
accompany, reinforcing rather than distracting.

natural, not rehearsed-looking — Practicing gestures helps them feel natural
rather than stiff or rehearsed.

show a change of scene or character — Moving or leaning in space can help signal
a change of scene or a different character.

with a reason that serves the story — Purposeful movement means moving with a
reason that serves the story, not random fidgeting.

add emphasis — Holding a gesture a beat longer can add emphasis to a moment.



12. The Surprise / Twist

< Question (fold —)

Surprise keeps
storytelling —

A predictable 'twist' isn't
really a twist because it —

A twist that comes from
NOWHERE (no setup)
tends to feel —

The BEST place for a big
twist is often near the —

Foreshadowing helps a
twist by —

The emotional payoff of a
twist comes from the —

A twist reveals the
writer/teller has planned

Delivering a twist well
often uses a —

A good twist should be —
A small surprise (not just

a big twist) can also —

Too many twists can
make a story feel —

A twist should NOT rely
on —

A satisfying twist often
makes the listener want
to —

A twist ending should feel

A twist should serve the
story, not just —

A twist works because it

A 'twist' is —

Answer

fresh and exciting — Surprise keeps storytelling fresh and exciting, resisting
predictability.

doesn't surprise anyone — If listeners see it coming, a 'twist' isn't surprising — and a
twist needs to be unexpected.

cheap or confusing — A twist with no setup feels cheap or confusing; the best twists
are quietly prepared.

climax or end — A big twist often lands best near the climax or end, for maximum
impact.

planting hints so it feels earned — Foreshadowing plants subtle hints so a twist feels
earned rather than random.

surprise combined with sudden understanding — A twist's payoff comes from
surprise plus the sudden 'aha' of understanding.

ahead, hiding clues in plain sight — A good twist shows the teller planned ahead,
hiding clues in plain sight.

pause right before the reveal — A pause right before the reveal builds anticipation
and heightens a twist's impact.

surprising yet believable — A good twist is surprising yet believable — it makes sense
once you look back.

keep listeners engaged — Small surprises throughout, not just one big twist, keep
listeners engaged and the story fresh.

confusing or gimmicky — Piling on too many twists can make a story feel confusing or
gimmicky; one strong twist is often best.

information the listener never had a chance to know — A fair twist doesn't rely on
hidden information the listener never had — it plants clues to be found.

look back and see the clues — A satisfying twist makes listeners want to look back
and spot the clues they missed.

surprising AND satisfying — The best twist ending feels both surprising and satisfying
— earned by the story.

shock for its own sake — A twist should serve the story's meaning, not exist merely to
shock.

overturns the listener's expectation — A twist works by overturning what the listener
expected to happen.

an unexpected turn in the story — A twist is an unexpected turn in the story that
surprises the listener.



A twist can change how
the listener sees —

A twist in a scary story
might reveal —

The BEST summary of the
surprise/twist is —

The key to a surprise is —

A twist that contradicts
established facts feels —

The best twists reward
listeners who —

A surprise ending should
still —

Ared herring is —

the whole story — A great twist can change how the listener sees the whole story,
casting earlier events in a new light.

the danger was closer than anyone thought — A twist in a scary story might reveal
the danger was closer than anyone realized — fitting the genre.

an unexpected but earned turn that delights listeners and reframes the story — A
surprise or twist is an unexpected but earned turn that delights listeners and can
reframe the whole story.

controlling what the listener knows and when — The key to a surprise is controlling
what the listener knows and when they learn it.

like a mistake — A twist that contradicts what the story established feels like a
mistake, not a clever surprise.

paid attention to the clues — The best twists reward attentive listeners — the clues
were there to be noticed.

make sense with the rest of the story — A surprise ending should still make sense
with everything that came before.

a false clue that misleads listeners away from the truth — A red herring is a false
clue that misleads listeners, making a twist more surprising.



13. Audience Awareness

< Question (fold —)

A joke that lands with one
audience might —

Asking the audience a
question mid-story can —

A good teller balances their
PLAN with —

A respectful teller is
sensitive to the audience's

The BEST summary of
audience awareness is —

For a very young audience, a
teller should keep the story

A teller should adapt a story
to the —

'Audience awareness'
means —

Adapting to the audience is
amark ofa —

If the audience looks bored,
a teller might —

The most important thing
about an audience is that
they —

Before telling, it helps to
know —

Adjusting in real time is a
skill that comes with —

Adapting a story does NOT
mean —

If the audience looks
confused, a teller should —

A teller should notice if the
audience is —

Telling a story to little kids vs

Answer

not land with another — Humor that lands with one audience may not land with
another — audiences differ.

re-engage them — Asking the audience a question mid-story can re-engage them
and renew their attention.

flexibility to adapt in the moment — A good teller balances a solid plan with the
flexibility to adapt to the audience in the moment.

background and feelings — A respectful teller is sensitive to the audience's
background and feelings when choosing and telling a story.

reading and adapting to your listeners to keep them engaged — Audience
awareness is reading and adapting to your listeners to keep them engaged and
connected.

shorter and simpler — For very young listeners, keep the story shorter and simpler
to match their attention and understanding.

age and interests of the audience — A skilled teller adapts a story to the age and
interests of the audience.

paying attention to who is listening and how they respond — Audience
awareness means paying attention to who is listening and how they're responding.

skilled, responsive teller — Adapting to the audience in the moment is a mark of a
skilled, responsive storyteller.

add energy or move to the exciting part — If listeners look bored, a teller can add

energy or move more quickly to the exciting part.

are the reason you're telling the story — The audience is the reason you're telling
the story — keeping them in mind is the heart of good storytelling.

who your audience will be — Knowing who your audience will be helps you prepare
the right story and approach.

experience and attention — Adjusting to an audience in real time is a skill that
grows with experience and attention.

changing its core meaning or heart — Adapting for an audience means adjusting
delivery, vocabulary, or length — not gutting the story's core meaning.

clarify or slow down — If listeners look confused, a teller should clarify or slow
down to bring them back.

engaged, confused, or losing interest — A teller should notice whether the
audience is engaged, confused, or losing interest, and adjust.

vocabulary and complexity — For younger listeners you'd use simpler vocabulary



teens, you'd change the —

If the audience is very quiet,
it might mean they are —

Audience awareness turns a
telling into a —

Knowing your audience
helps you choose —

A teller who ignores the
audience entirely risks —

Making eye contact helps a
teller —

Involving the audience (a
question, a repeated line)
can —

Reading the audience is

possible because a live teller

can —

Adapting length to the
audience's attention span is

and less complexity than for teens.

deeply engaged OR bored — read other cues — Quiet can mean deep engagement
or boredom, so a teller reads other cues (faces, posture) to tell which.

shared experience — Audience awareness turns storytelling into a shared
experience between teller and listeners.

the right story and the right details — Knowing your audience helps you choose
the right story and the details that will land.

losing their attention — A teller who ignores the audience risks losing their
attention and connection.

gauge and connect with the audience — Eye contact helps a teller gauge reactions
and connect with the audience.

increase engagement — Involving the audience — with a question or a line to
repeat — can boost their engagement.

see and hear their reactions — A live teller can see and hear the audience's
reactions, unlike a writer of a book.

smart audience awareness — Adjusting a story's length to the audience's attention
span is smart audience awareness.



14. Repetition & Refrain

< Question (fold —)
Escalating repetition (bigger
each time) builds toward a —

A refrain often appears at —

Too much repetition with NO
variation can become —

Building repetition into a story
helps a teller —

Repetition helps young
listeners —

A refrain invites the audience
to —

A 'refrain'is —

A repeated line works best
when it is —

Repetition helps a told story
be —

A refrain that the audience
learns to expect creates —

Repetition and refrain are
tools that make stories —

Repetition can build to a
satisfying —

Varying a refrain slightly at the
END can signal —

The 'rule of three'in
storytelling means —

Rhythm and repetition are
especially powerful in —

Repetition creates a sense of

The 'three little pigs' uses
repetition through —

Oral traditions use repetition
partly to —

Answer

climax — Repetition that escalates each time builds anticipation toward a climax.

key moments or transitions — A refrain often appears at key moments or
transitions, marking the story's rhythm.

monotonous — Repetition with no variation can become monotonous; varying it
keeps it fresh.

engage the audience and stay on track — Repetition helps a teller engage the
audience (they join in) and stay on track (a built-in memory aid).

predict and participate — Repetition helps young listeners predict what comes
next and participate.

join in and participate — A refrain invites the audience to join in, saying the
repeated line with the teller.

a repeated line or phrase in a story — A refrain is a line or phrase that repeats
throughout a story (like 'I'll huff and I'll puff...").

short and catchy — A refrain works best when it's short and catchy, easy for the
audience to remember and repeat.

memorable — Repetition makes a told story more memorable — repeated lines
stick in listeners' minds.

anticipation and participation — A refrain the audience learns to expect creates
anticipation and invites them to join in.

memorable, rhythmic, and participatory — Repetition and refrain make stories
memorable, rhythmic, and participatory.

payoff when the pattern finally breaks or resolves — Repetition sets up a
pattern, and breaking or resolving it delivers a satisfying payoff.

that something has changed — Changing a refrain slightly at the end can
powerfully signal that something has changed in the story.

things often happen in threes (three tries, three characters) — The 'rule of
three' — three tries, three characters, three events — is a classic oral-storytelling
pattern.

stories for young children — Rhythm and repetition are especially powerful for
young children, who love predictable patterns.

rhythm in a story — Repetition creates a sense of rhythm — a beat that carries a
told story along.

three houses and a repeated threat — 'The Three Little Pigs' uses the rule of
three (three houses) and a refrain ('I'll huff and I'll puff).

help tellers remember the story — Repetition and patterns helped oral
storytellers remember and pass down long stories accurately.



The BEST summary of
repetition & refrain is —

Repetition with a small
CHANGE each time (like three
tries) builds —

A repeated phrase can
become a story's —

Arefrain can also carry the
story's —

A call-and-response involves

A well-chosen refrain often
captures the story's —

Repeated STRUCTURES (like
each character facing the
same test) create —

repeated lines and patterns that make a told story memorable and inviting —
Repetition and refrain are repeated lines and patterns that make a told story
memorable and inviting to join.

anticipation — Repetition with escalation — each try harder or higher-stakes —
builds anticipation toward a payoff.

signature or hook — A repeated phrase can become a story's signature — the line
everyone remembers.

theme or lesson — A refrain can carry a story's theme or lesson, driving it home
each time it repeats.

the teller saying a line and the audience answering — Call-and-response has
the teller say a line and the audience answer, a lively participation pattern.

heart or main idea — A well-chosen refrain often captures the heart or main idea
of the story, driving it home.

a satisfying pattern — Repeated structures — each character facing the same test
— create a satisfying, followable pattern.



15. Oral Tradition & History

< Question (fold —)

Modern storytelling
(books, films, games)
grew out of —

A 'griot' (in West African
tradition) is a —

Oral traditions are still
alive today in —

A'legend' is a story that

A 'myth' often explains —

When telling a story from
another culture, it's
important to —

Studying folktales from
many cultures shows
storytelling is —

Because oral stories are
retold, they often —

The BEST summary of
oral tradition is —

Telling a traditional story
keeps it —

Traditional stories often
share common —

A 'trickster' character
(common in folktales)
usually —

Oral traditions vary
across —

'Oral tradition' means —

Before writing, cultures
preserved their history
through —

A 'fable' is a short story
that —

Answer

the ancient oral tradition — Modern storytelling in books, films, and games grew from
the ancient human tradition of telling stories aloud.

storyteller and keeper of history — A griot is a West African storyteller and keeper of
a community's history and traditions.

family stories, jokes, and community storytelling — Oral tradition is still alive today
— in family stories, jokes, and community storytelling.

is based on real people or events but is exaggerated over time — A legend is often
rooted in real people or events but grows exaggerated as it's retold.

how something in the world came to be — A myth is a traditional story that often
explains how something in the world came to be.

learn about it and tell it respectfully — When telling a story from another culture,
learn about it and tell it respectfully and accurately.

a universal human practice — Folktales exist in every culture, showing that storytelling
is a universal human practice.

change a little over time — Because oral stories are retold by many people over time,
they often change and develop.

the ancient, worldwide practice of passing stories, culture, and wisdom down by
telling — Oral tradition is the ancient, worldwide practice of passing stories, culture, and
wisdom down by telling.

alive for the next generation — Telling a traditional story keeps it alive and passes it to
the next generation.

themes and patterns across cultures — Traditional stories across cultures often share
common themes and patterns (heroes, tricksters, journeys).

uses cleverness to outwit others — A trickster is a common folktale character who
uses cleverness and mischief to outwit others.

cultures around the world — Every culture has its own oral traditions — folktales,
myths, and legends vary around the world.

stories passed down by telling, not writing — Oral tradition is the passing down of
stories, knowledge, and culture by telling rather than writing.

oral storytelling — Before writing, cultures preserved history, values, and knowledge
through oral storytelling.

teaches a lesson, often with animal characters — A fable is a short story that teaches
a lesson or moral, often using animal characters.



Why did oral storytellers
use rhyme and
repetition?

A 'folktale' is —

Oral stories were often
told to —

A'tall tale'is a story that
is —
Respecting a culture's

stories means —

The 'moral' of a fable is

Understanding oral
tradition helps a
storyteller —

Storytelling helped pass
down a culture's —

Learning traditional
stories connects us to —

To help remember and retell long stories accurately — Rhyme and repetition helped
oral storytellers remember and accurately retell long stories.

a traditional story passed down among a people — A folktale is a traditional story
passed down orally among a people.

teach, entertain, and preserve culture — Oral stories served to teach lessons,
entertain, and preserve a culture's history and values.

wildly exaggerated for fun — A tall tale is a story wildly exaggerated for humor and
fun (like Paul Bunyan).

telling them accurately and giving credit — Respecting a culture's stories means
telling them accurately and crediting where they come from.

the lesson it teaches — The moral of a fable is the lesson it teaches.

appreciate and use time-tested techniques — Understanding oral tradition helps a
storyteller appreciate and use techniques proven over generations.

values, history, and wisdom — Oral storytelling passed down a culture's values,
history, and wisdom across generations.

the people and cultures who told them — Learning traditional stories connects us to
the people and cultures who told them before us.



16. Capstone: Telling a Whole Story

< Question (fold —)

A great storyteller
makes each telling feel

A story that is well-told
but poorly SHAPED (no
structure) will feel —

Ultimately, a
storyteller's success is
measured by —

At key emotional
moments, a teller
should —

A whole story should
feel like —

The BEST one-sentence
summary of VoiceTale
is —

If a story isn't landing, a
teller can —

A story that is well-
shaped but poorly
DELIVERED (monotone)
will feel —

Revising a told story
means —

A whole telling ends
with a satisfying —

Sensory details and
vivid characters make a
telling —

A whole telling
combines CONTENT
(the story) with —

The single most
important skill from
VoiceTale is —

A strong telling opens
with a —

A pause before a big

Answer

fresh and alive — A great storyteller makes each telling feel fresh and alive, adapting to
the moment and audience.

aimless — Even a well-delivered story feels aimless without a clear structure — both
content and shape matter.

how the audience responds and feels — A storyteller's success is measured by how the
audience responds and feels — whether the story connected and moved them.

slow down and use expression — At key emotional moments, a teller slows down and
uses expression to let them land.

a complete journey with a beginning, middle, and end — A well-told story feels like a
complete journey — a beginning, a middle, and a satisfying end.

tell a well-shaped story aloud, with vivid detail and expressive delivery, to connect
with and move an audience — VoiceTale in one line: tell a well-shaped story aloud, with
vivid detail and expressive delivery, to connect with and move an audience.

adjust pace, energy, or detail in the moment — If a story isn't landing, a teller can
adjust pace, energy, or detail in the moment.

flat — A well-structured story falls flat if delivered in a lifeless monotone — delivery
matters as much as content.

improving it as you practice and perform — Revising a told story means improving it as
you practice and learn what works.

resolution — A whole telling ends with a satisfying resolution that wraps up the story.

immersive — Sensory details and vivid characters make a telling immersive and alive.

DELIVERY (how you tell it) — A whole telling combines strong content (the story) with
skilled delivery (how you tell it).

telling a story aloud that connects with and moves listeners — VoiceTale's core skill:
telling a story aloud in a way that connects with and moves listeners.

hook — A strong telling opens with a hook that grabs the audience's attention.

heightens its impact — A pause before a big reveal heightens its impact by building



reveal —

Carrying these skills
forward, you should
now be able to —

The best way to
improve as a storyteller
isto —

Telling a whole story
well combines —

Confidence in telling
comes from —

The FIRST step in
preparing to tell a story
isto —

The most important
thing in storytelling is
to —

Practicing a story
before telling it helps a
teller —

The teller's tools
include —

Throughout, a good
teller stays aware of
the —

Across the telling, the
teller should —

anticipation.

choose, prepare, and tell a whole story with expression — The capstone goal: choose,
prepare, and tell a whole story aloud with structure and expression.

tell stories often and learn from each telling — The best way to improve is to tell
stories often and learn from each telling.

a strong story, structure, and expressive delivery — Telling a whole story well
combines a strong story, clear structure, and expressive delivery.

preparation, practice, and knowing your story — Confidence comes from preparation,
practice, and truly knowing your story.

choose a story worth telling — The first step is choosing a story worth telling — one that
interests you and your audience.

connect with and move the audience — The heart of storytelling is connecting with and
moving the audience.

know it well and deliver it confidently — Practicing beforehand helps a teller know the
story well and deliver it confidently.

voice, pace, gesture, and expression — A teller's tools include voice, pacing, gesture,
and facial expression — all working together.

audience and their reactions — Throughout a telling, a good teller stays aware of the
audience and adapts to their reactions.

build tension toward the climax — Across a telling, the teller builds tension toward the
climax.



Keep going
You practiced 400 cards from VoiceTale. Come back to the ones you missed — spaced-out practice makes them stick.
Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Every app, story, and book is free, forever — no ads, no in-app purchases, no tracking.
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Keep exploring online

More free books
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Play it now
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Scan a code with any phone camera, or type the address. Every app, story, and book is free, forever — no account, no tracking.
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