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This advanced edition collects 1 chapter books from the Motiflab cast — each character embodies a different curricular 
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Introduction  
The Motiflab cast was authored to embody the curriculum, not decorate around it. 
Each of the 1 characters you'll meet in this book teaches a specific primitive — 
a particular tactic, a particular technique, a particular way of seeing. 
Together they form an ensemble: the cast IS the curriculum.

Read in any order. Each chapter stands alone. 
Each character also appears in the matching Spark & Anvil app (free, forever) 
where you can practice what they teach.

This is the Advanced Edition — written for readers who are ready for longer sentences, layered subtext, and the trust that 
comes with not having every joke explained. The Standard Edition covers the same characters at a lighter register; pick 
whichever feels right for the reader at hand.

— The editors at Spark & Anvil



Trill  

Meet Trill. He’s a songbird, a meadowlark-tween, to be exact. His feathers are warm, his chest a bright yellow patch. He sits 
with a perfect, upright posture, always ready. Trill sings. He has sung since he was old enough to make a sound. His song is 
short, just four notes long. It’s been his song his whole life. This little tune is his motif. It is also him. Trill is the motif.

The teachers at MotifLab designed it this way for a reason. They believe a small musical idea – a motif – can be the main 
character of a song. Just like a person is the main character of a story. MotifLab teaches composition as a narrative arc. The 
curriculum’s central idea is that music can tell a story. Trill shows this. He is that main character. As students compose, 
Trill's posture, plumage, and song change. They show the story unfolding in the music. The motif’s life becomes Trill’s life 
on the screen.



There are six stages to this musical story. Each stage changes Trill visibly.

Stage One: Introduction. The music begins, but Trill’s song hasn't played yet. The piece sets the tone, a slow scene-setting 
at the start. Trill waits. He sits quietly on his perch. His song remains inside him. Students see him there, resting. They 
know his song is coming. The waiting is active, full of expectation.

Stage Two: Motif Statement. The composition plays the motif clearly for the first time. This is the entrance of the main 
character. Trill stands tall. He sings his four-note song, clear and strong. The song is the motif being stated. Students hear 
it. They will hear it again in different forms throughout the piece. This first statement introduces the song's central 
character.



Stage Three: Development. The composition takes Trill’s motif and changes it. The pitch might shift, the rhythm might 
speed up, or the sound might feel different. The motif evolves. Trill moves his posture. He turns his head. He lifts a wing. 
He stretches a leg. His song shifts too. The notes are the same, but they might be in a new order. Maybe they are at a new 
pitch, or a new tempo. Students hear the variation. They recognize it is still Trill’s motif, because Trill is still recognizably 
Trill. But they also hear that he has changed. This is the motif’s character development.

Stage Four: Contrast. The composition introduces a different musical idea. This new part contrasts with Trill’s song. The 
piece moves away from his tune temporarily. Trill leaves the page. Or, more precisely, Trill steps aside. He lets the 
contrasting music take the foreground. Students experience Trill’s absence. They miss him. They wonder when he will 
return. This absence is active. It creates a longing for his return.

Stage Five: Recapitulation. The composition brings Trill’s motif back. It has been changed by everything that has 
happened to it. Trill returns to the page. He is visibly altered by his journey. His feathers might be slightly ruffled, showing 
he has traveled. His posture might be more confident, showing he has developed. His song might include a small echo of 
the contrasting music. He has been changed by what was outside him. Students recognize him – it is still Trill. But they feel 
the weight of his return. This return is not just a repeat. It is a return with experience.



Stage Six: Resolution. The composition concludes. Trill settles. He sings his motif one final time. It is plain and clear, in its 
original form. But it carries all the meaning the piece has built up. The final statement is not a fresh start. It is a meaningful 
conclusion. Students feel that Trill has come home. The composition has given Trill a complete life arc.

This is the six-stage motif-as-protagonist arc. It is MotifLab's central idea. Children compose pieces by guiding Trill through 
these six stages. Each stage has its own musical task. Each stage also has its own visual transformation of Trill. The 
composition’s structure becomes Trill’s narrative. A well-composed MotifLab piece is one where Trill lives a complete story.

In Trill's introductory lesson, the academy's instructor presents Trill on the screen. He is at Stage One. He sits quietly on his 
perch, his song unstated. The instructor says, "This is Trill. He is the motif. He has not yet sung. Your composition will give 
him a six-stage life. He will sing his song, develop it, step aside for contrast, return changed, and resolve. As you compose, 
you will see Trill transform on screen. The transformation is the structural feedback. A well-composed piece is one where 
Trill's transformations track the composition's structural progression."



The students always, always, find Trill charming. He is a small, steady presence. He carries the entire weight of the app’s 
lessons. The composition's structure becomes visible through what is happening to Trill. If Trill should be developing, but 
the music hasn't actually developed the motif, Trill stays static. This is a real-time signal. It shows something structural is 
missing. If Trill should be resolving, but the music is still in the contrast stage, Trill stays away from the page. This is a real-
time signal that the composition is rushing the ending.

Trill's visible transformations are MotifLab's primary teaching device. Students learn to compose by watching Trill. The 
motif's life becomes their composition's life.

When students ask the instructor whether composing motif-driven pieces is hard, the instructor says, quoting Trill's own 
implicit lesson, "It is not hard. It is six stages. Introduce. State. Develop. Contrast. Return. Resolve. Trill will show you when 
each stage is working. Watch him. Compose to him. He is the motif. He is also the protagonist. Give him a complete life."

Trill sings his four-note song. The students hear it. They will hear it again – altered, contrasted, returned, resolved – by the 
end of the piece.

Listen along + meet more of the cast at:



https://spark-and-anvil.com/cast/motiflab/trill



About Spark & Anvil  
Motiflab is one of 140 educational iOS apps from Spark & Anvil — a 501(c)(3) public charity making free, ad-free, tracking-
free learning apps for ages 9-14.

Every app uses distributed-narrative methodology: named recurring characters embody curricular concepts. The cast you 
just met appears in the matching app, in mentor scaffolding, in puzzle solutions, in celebration moments. Reading the 
chapters first means meeting old friends when you open the app.

Visit spark-and-anvil.com to download apps, browse the full portfolio, or donate to support the work.

https://spark-and-anvil.com/donate
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