
Riddlerealm — Activity Book
A Spark & Anvil activity book — puzzles, questions, and fun from Riddlerealm.
Write in the book, circle your answers, and check the Answer Key at the back.

1. Wordplay and Language Riddles
Circle the correct answer
1. What is a 'riddle'?
   (A) A question on a test that is designed to trick students   (B) A math problem that 
has no correct answer   (C) A joke that doesn't have a punchline   (D) A puzzling 
question or statement that requires creative thinking to figure out its clever or 
unexpected answer

2. What is a 'pun'?
   (A) A question that has no real answer, and this is the standard approach used in 
most cases   (B) A type of poem that always rhymes, as this is what research and 
standard practice suggests   (C) A joke or riddle that plays on the multiple meanings of 
a word or on words that sound alike   (D) A riddle that can only be solved with math, 
and this is the standard approach used in most cases

3. The riddle says: 'I have hands but I can't clap. What am I?' What type of wordplay 
makes this riddle work?
   (A) The riddle is a math problem in disguise   (B) The riddle uses a rhyming pattern 
to confuse you   (C) The word 'hands' has a double meaning — clock hands versus 
human hands   (D) The riddle works because clapping is impossible

4. What are 'homophones'?
   (A) Words that sound the same when spoken aloud but have different meanings and 
often different spellings   (B) Words that rhyme with each other, like 'cat' and 'hat'   (C) 
Words that mean the same thing, like 'big' and 'large'   (D) Words that are spelled the 
same but pronounced differently

5. Consider the riddle: 'What has a bark but no bite?' The answer is 'a tree.' Which 
language technique does this riddle use?
   (A) It uses onomatopoeia because 'bark' is a sound word   (B) It uses a simile 
comparing a tree to a dog   (C) It uses the double meaning of 'bark' — tree bark versus 
a dog's bark   (D) It uses alliteration because 'bark' and 'bite' start with the letter B

6. A friend gives you this riddle: 'I can fly without wings. I can cry without eyes. 

 

 
 



Wherever I go, darkness follows me. What am I?' How would you approach solving it?
   (A) The answer must be something supernatural since nothing real can do all three 
things   (B) Consider each clue separately — what can 'fly' without literal wings, 'cry' 
without literal eyes, and brings darkness? A cloud fits all three clues   (C) Count the 
number of words in each line — the number pattern reveals the answer   (D) Look for 
rhyming words in the riddle to find the answer

Write the answer
7. Which of these is the best example of a riddle that uses homophones?
   Answer: ________

8. Compare these two riddles: (A) 'What has teeth but cannot eat? A comb.' (B) 'Why 
was the belt arrested? For holding up a pair of pants.' Which analysis is correct?
   Answer: ________

9. A student writes this riddle: 'What has ears but cannot hear? A cornfield.' Another 
student says it's too easy. What's the most helpful feedback?
   Answer: ________

10. Your friend writes: 'I have a head and a tail but no body. What am I?' (Answer: a 
coin.) Rate the quality of this riddle and explain why.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What is 'misdirection' in the context of riddles?  → 
2. Why do many riddles use personification — giving human qualities to non-human 
things?  → 
3. Solve this riddle by identifying the wordplay: 'I have keys but no locks. I have space 
but no room. You can enter but can't go inside. What am I?'  → 
4. What makes a riddle different from a regular joke?  → 
5. You're trying to solve: 'The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I?' 
Which solving strategy would help most?  → 

   (A) Think about actions where 'taking' something actually creates something behind 
you — footsteps! Each step 'taken' leaves a footprint behind
   (B) Personification makes you picture a person or living being, which creates 
stronger misdirection when the answer turns out to be an object
   (C) A riddle challenges you to figure out the answer using clues and creative 
thinking, while a regular joke simply delivers a punchline for you
   (D) A technique where the riddle's wording leads you to think about the wrong thing, 
making the real answer surprising
   (E) A keyboard — 'keys' (keyboard keys, not door keys), 'space' (space bar, not 

 

 



physical room), 'enter' (enter key, not going inside)

2. Logic and Reasoning Riddles
Circle the correct answer
11. What is a 'logic riddle'?
   (A) A math problem disguised as a sentence, and this is the standard approach used 
in most cases   (B) A riddle where the answer is always a number, and this is the 
standard approach used in most cases   (C) A riddle that can only be solved by a 
computer, as this is what research and standard practice suggests   (D) A puzzle that 
requires careful reasoning and deduction to solve, rather than wordplay or tricks with 
language

12. What does 'process of elimination' mean when solving riddles?
   (A) Ruling out answers that can't be correct based on the clues, narrowing down the 
possibilities until only one option remains   (B) Eliminating the hardest riddles from a 
competition   (C) Erasing the riddle from the board so nobody can solve it   (D) Asking 
other people for the answer until someone knows it

13. Why is the question 'What information am I SURE about?' a good first step when 
solving a logic riddle?
   (A) Because you should never think about things you're unsure about   (B) Starting 
with what you know for certain gives you a solid foundation to build reasoning on, and 
prevents you from making assumptions that could lead you astray   (C) Because being 
sure about things makes you feel more confident   (D) Because logic riddles always 
tell you the answer in the first sentence

14. A riddle states: 'There are 3 boxes. One has only apples, one has only oranges, and 
one has both. All labels are WRONG. You pick one fruit from the box labeled "Both." 
You pull out an apple. What's actually in each box?'
   (A) You can't figure it out from just one fruit — you'd need to check every box, and 
this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (B) The 'Apples' box has apples, 
because at least one label must be right   (C) The 'Both' box has both fruits because 
you happened to pull an apple first   (D) The 'Both' box has only apples (since you 
pulled an apple and the label is wrong, it can't actually have both). The 'Oranges' box 
must have both (wrong label). The 'Apples' box must have only oranges (wrong label)

15. You're in a room with two doors. One leads to freedom, one to danger. Two guards 
stand by the doors — one ALWAYS tells the truth, one ALWAYS lies. You can ask ONE 
question. What do you ask?
   (A) Ask one guard 'Which door is safe?' and trust the answer   (B) Ask both guards 

 
 



the same question and compare their answers   (C) Ask 'Are you the truthful guard?' — 
the liar will say yes, revealing themselves   (D) Ask either guard: 'If I asked the OTHER 
guard which door leads to freedom, which door would they point to?' Then choose the 
OPPOSITE door from what they say

16. What is a 'paradox' in riddle form?
   (A) A riddle written in a foreign language   (B) Two riddles that have the same answer   
(C) A statement that seems to contradict itself but actually reveals a deeper truth or 
has a clever resolution   (D) A riddle that is impossible to solve because it has no 
answer

Write the answer
17. Three friends — Alex, Jordan, and Sam — each have a different pet: a dog, a cat, 
and a fish. Clue 1: Alex doesn't have the dog. Clue 2: Jordan doesn't have the cat. Clue 
3: The person with the fish is not Alex. Which pet does each person have?
   Answer: ________

18. What is a 'lateral thinking' riddle?
   Answer: ________

19. You have 8 coins that look identical. One is slightly heavier than the rest. Using a 
balance scale only TWICE, how do you find the heavy coin?
   Answer: ________

20. What is a 'constraint' in a logic puzzle, and why are constraints helpful rather than 
limiting?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A farmer needs to cross a river with a wolf, a chicken, and a bag of grain. The boat 
can only carry the farmer and one item. If left alone, the wolf will eat the chicken, and 
the chicken will eat the grain. What's the correct sequence of crossings?  → 
2. Compare these two approaches to solving a logic riddle with 5 clues:
(A) Read all 5 clues, then try to guess the answer from overall feeling
(B) Read clue 1, draw a conclusion. Read clue 2, update. Continue systematically.
Which approach is more reliable?  → 
3. What is the difference between 'necessary' and 'sufficient' information in a logic 
puzzle?  → 
4. Look at this number sequence: 2, 6, 12, 20, 30, _. What comes next?  → __
5. A riddle states: 'I am an odd number. Take away one letter, and I become even. What 
number am I?'  → 

 

 



   (A) Necessary information is what you NEED to solve the puzzle (without it, you can't 
solve it). Sufficient information is ENOUGH to solve it (with it, you definitely can solve 
it)
   (B) Approach B is more reliable because processing clues one at a time and tracking 
what you've learned prevents you from missing important details or making 
unsupported assumptions
   (C) 42 — the differences between consecutive numbers are 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 (increasing 
by 2 each time), so the next difference is 12 and 30 + 12 = 42
   (D) Take chicken across. Go back. Take grain across, bring chicken back. Take wolf 
across. Go back. Take chicken across. This keeps unsafe pairs apart
   (E) Seven — remove the 's' and you get 'even'

3. Math and Number Riddles
Circle the correct answer
21. What is a 'math riddle'?
   (A) A puzzle that uses numbers, arithmetic, or mathematical concepts in a tricky or 
surprising way to challenge your thinking   (B) A word problem from a textbook that 
has only one solution method   (C) A question about math history that requires 
memorizing dates   (D) Any math problem that appears on a test

22. What does it mean when a math riddle 'exploits assumptions'?
   (A) The riddle takes advantage of things you automatically assume to be true (but 
aren't stated), leading you to the wrong answer before revealing the trick   (B) The 
riddle uses very difficult math that only experts understand, and this principle applies 
across similar situations   (C) The riddle requires you to use a calculator, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (D) The riddle has a mistake in it that 
makes it unsolvable, which is why this approach is recommended by experts

23. If you have a 3-gallon jug and a 5-gallon jug, and you need exactly 4 gallons of 
water, how do you measure it?
   (A) It's impossible to get exactly 4 gallons with these two jugs, which is the most 
common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) Fill both jugs to the top — that's 8 
gallons, then pour half out, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (C) Fill 
the 5-gallon jug. Pour into the 3-gallon jug until full (leaving 2 gallons in the 5). Empty 
the 3-gallon jug. Pour the 2 gallons into the 3-gallon jug. Fill the 5-gallon jug again. 
Pour into the 3-gallon jug until full (it needs 1 more gallon). You now have exactly 4 
gallons in the 5-gallon jug   (D) Fill the 3-gallon jug and estimate where 4 gallons 
would be in the 5-gallon jug, which is the most common explanation for this 
phenomenon

 
 



24. A snail climbs 3 feet up a wall during the day but slides back 2 feet each night. The 
wall is 10 feet tall. How many days does it take the snail to reach the top?
   (A) 8 days — the snail gains 1 net foot per day for 7 days (reaching 7 feet), then 
climbs 3 feet on day 8 to reach 10 feet before sliding back   (B) It never reaches the 
top because it keeps sliding back   (C) 5 days — the snail climbs 3 feet per day and 3 × 
5 = 15, which exceeds 10   (D) 10 days — the snail gains 1 foot per day and the wall is 10 
feet

25. Why does the 'missing dollar' riddle confuse people? Three friends pay $30 for a 
hotel room ($10 each). The clerk realizes the room was $25 and gives $5 back. The 
bellhop keeps $2 as a tip and gives $1 back to each friend. Each friend paid $9 (total 
$27). The bellhop has $2. $27 + $2 = $29. Where's the missing dollar?
   (A) There IS no missing dollar — the error is in the math setup. The $27 the friends 
paid INCLUDES the bellhop's $2 tip. You should subtract the $2, not add it: $27 - $2 = 
$25 (room cost). The riddle deliberately adds numbers that shouldn't be added 
together   (B) The riddle proves that math doesn't always work correctly, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (C) The bellhop stole the extra dollar, and 
this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) The clerk miscounted the 
change, and this principle applies across similar situations

26. How many times does the digit 9 appear if you write out all numbers from 1 to 
100?
   (A) 11 times — 9, 19, 29, 39, 49, 59, 69, 79, 89, 99, and 90, making this the most widely 
accepted explanation   (B) 9 times — one for each multiple of 9 between 1 and 100, as 
this is what research and standard practice suggests   (C) 10 times — once for each 
number ending in 9, as this is what research and standard practice suggests   (D) 20 
times — nine appears as the ones digit in 9, 19, 29, 39, 49, 59, 69, 79, 89, 99 (10 times) 
and as the tens digit in 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99 (10 times), with 99 having two 
9s

Write the answer
27. What is a 'trick question' in math, and how is it different from a genuine math 
riddle?
   Answer: ________

28. You have 12 identical-looking coins, and one is either heavier or lighter than the 
rest (you don't know which). Using a balance scale exactly 3 times, can you find the 
odd coin AND determine if it's heavier or lighter?
   Answer: ________

29. What number do you get if you multiply all the digits on a telephone number pad 
together (0 through 9)?
   Answer: ________

 



30. A lily pad doubles in size every day. On day 30, it covers the entire pond. On what 
day did it cover half the pond?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What is the smallest number of cuts needed to divide a round pizza into 8 equal 
pieces?  → 
2. Why is the number 1089 considered 'magical' in arithmetic?  → 
3. If a clock strikes 6 o'clock in 5 seconds (each strike has equal spacing), how long 
does it take to strike 12 o'clock?  → 
4. You're at a fork in the road. You know that one path leads to a village where 
everyone always tells the truth, and the other leads to a village where everyone 
always lies. A person from one of the villages is standing at the fork. What single 
question can you ask to find the truth village?  → 
5. What is a 'Monty Hall problem' and why does switching doors increase your chances 
of winning?  → 

   (A) 11 seconds — at 6 o'clock there are 5 gaps between 6 strikes (1 second each). At 12 
o'clock there are 11 gaps between 12 strikes (1 second each)
   (B) 'Which road leads to YOUR village?' Both the truth-teller and the liar will point to 
the truth village — the truth-teller honestly, and the liar because they'd lie about their 
own village's location
   (C) 3 cuts — if you stack the pieces between cuts. Cut 1 makes 2 pieces, stack and cut 
again for 4, stack and cut again for 8
   (D) Take any 3-digit number where the first digit is larger than the last, reverse it, 
subtract the smaller from the larger, then reverse the result and add — you always get 
1089
   (E) After you pick a door, the host opens a losing door. Switching wins 2/3 of the 
time because the host's action gives you information — your original pick had only a 
1/3 chance of being correct

4. Visual and Spatial Riddles
Circle the correct answer
31. What is a 'spatial reasoning' puzzle?
   (A) A puzzle about measuring the size of rooms, and this is the standard approach 
used in most cases   (B) A puzzle that requires you to draw the answer, and this 
principle applies across similar situations   (C) A puzzle that challenges your ability to 
visualize, rotate, or manipulate shapes and objects in your mind without physically 

 

 
 



moving them   (D) A puzzle that can only be solved in outer space, as this directly 
follows from the underlying principles

32. What is a 'matchstick puzzle'?
   (A) A memory game where you match identical cards, and this is the standard 
approach used in most cases   (B) A puzzle where you must move, add, or remove a 
specific number of matchsticks from an arrangement to create a new shape, equation, 
or pattern   (C) A race to see who can stack the most matchsticks, and this has been 
consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) A puzzle about how to start a fire safely, 
which is why this approach is recommended by experts

33. You have 6 matchsticks, all the same length. Can you arrange them to form exactly 
4 equilateral triangles? (Each triangle's side must be one matchstick long.)
   (A) It's impossible — 6 matchsticks can only make 2 triangles, and this is the 
standard approach used in most cases   (B) Lay them flat to make a Star of David 
pattern, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (C) Break each 
matchstick in half to get 12 pieces, which is why this approach is recommended by 
experts   (D) Yes — build a tetrahedron (3D triangular pyramid). Three matchsticks 
form the base triangle, and three more connect to a point above, creating 4 
equilateral triangle faces

34. Why is the instruction 'think outside the box' literally good advice for many spatial 
puzzles?
   (A) Because all puzzle answers are hidden outside the puzzle's border   (B) Because 
boxes are the hardest shape to work with in puzzles   (C) Many spatial puzzles have 
solutions that extend beyond the apparent boundaries — people unconsciously 
restrict themselves to an imaginary box or grid that isn't actually part of the rules   (D) 
Because the instruction tells you to go outside and think in fresh air

35. A cube has a different color on each of its 6 faces: red, blue, green, yellow, orange, 
and purple. Red is opposite blue. Green is opposite yellow. If you're looking at the 
orange face straight on with green on top, which color is on the right side?
   (A) Blue — because it's opposite red and you're facing orange   (B) Red is on the right 
side — with orange facing you and green on top, the four sides around the orange face 
must be green (top), yellow (bottom), red (right), and blue (left), since red/blue are 
opposite and green/yellow are opposite   (C) There's not enough information to 
determine the right side, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (D) 
Purple — because it's the only face not mentioned in the constraints

36. What is a 'net' of a 3D shape?
   (A) A drawing of a 3D shape from the front, side, and top, which is why this approach 
is recommended by experts   (B) The shadow that a 3D shape casts on a wall, as this 
directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) A mesh covering stretched over a 
wireframe, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) A flat 2D 



pattern that can be folded up to create the 3D shape — like an unfolded cardboard 
box showing all faces laid flat

Write the answer
37. Connect nine dots arranged in a 3×3 grid using exactly 4 straight lines without 
lifting your pen. What's the key insight needed to solve this?
   Answer: ________

38. What is 'mental rotation' and why is it important for solving visual puzzles?
   Answer: ________

39. You draw a square, then draw a line from each corner to the midpoint of the 
opposite side. How many regions (sections) does this create inside the square?
   Answer: ________

40. What is the difference between 'rotation' and 'reflection' when comparing shapes?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A farmer has a square field. She wants to divide it into 4 pieces of equal size AND 
equal shape using straight fences. She's already tried the obvious solution (two lines 
making a plus sign). Can you find a DIFFERENT way?  → 
2. Why are tangram puzzles good for developing spatial reasoning?  → 
3. Analyze this pattern: In each row, the shapes follow a rule. Row 1: circle, square, 
triangle. Row 2: square, triangle, circle. Row 3: triangle, ?, ? What fills the blanks?  → 
4. What is 'symmetry' in the context of visual puzzles, and what are the two main 
types?  → 
5. You fold a square piece of paper in half, then in half again (making a small square). 
You cut a triangle from one corner. When you unfold, what shape appears?  → 

   (A) Tangrams require you to mentally rotate, flip, and combine 7 specific pieces to fill 
a target shape, exercising visualization, rotation, and composition skills 
simultaneously
   (B) Circle, square — each row shifts the sequence one position to the left, so row 3 
continues the rotation: triangle, circle, square
   (C) Draw two diagonal lines from corner to corner (making an X) — this creates 4 
equal triangles. Another option: use an L-shaped division creating 4 identical L-
shaped quarters
   (D) A diamond (square rotated 45°) in the center of the paper — the single corner 
cut is reflected across both fold lines, creating a 4-pointed shape
   (E) Symmetry means one part of a pattern mirrors or matches another part. The two 
main types are reflective symmetry (mirror image across a line) and rotational 

 

 



symmetry (looks the same when rotated by certain amounts)

5. Mystery and Detective Riddles
Circle the correct answer
41. What is a 'whodunit' riddle?
   (A) A joke that ends with 'Who did it?', making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (B) A puzzle that presents a mystery scenario with suspects and clues, 
where the solver must use logical deduction to identify who committed the act and 
how   (C) A riddle about famous detectives from history, and this principle applies 
across similar situations   (D) A guessing game where you randomly pick a suspect, 
making this the most widely accepted explanation

42. What is an 'alibi' in a mystery riddle, and why are alibis important clues?
   (A) An alibi is the motive for committing the crime, as this directly follows from the 
underlying principles   (B) An alibi is a secret code that detectives use to 
communicate, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (C) An 
alibi is a claim that a suspect was somewhere else when the event occurred — alibis 
are important because a verified alibi eliminates a suspect, while a false alibi makes 
them more suspicious   (D) An alibi is the weapon used in the crime, as this directly 
follows from the underlying principles

43. A painting vanished from a locked gallery between 3:00 and 4:00 PM. Three 
suspects:

44. In mystery riddles, what is the difference between 'motive,' 'means,' and 
'opportunity'?
   (A) Motive is the crime itself, means is the punishment, opportunity is the trial   (B) 
They all mean the same thing — evidence that someone is guilty   (C) Motive is WHY 
someone would commit the act (reason). Means is HOW they could do it 

 
 

Alex: 'I was in the café across the street from 2:30 to 4:30.' (Confirmed by café 
receipt)
Jordan: 'I was in the gallery from 2:00 to 3:30, then went home.'
Sam: 'I arrived at the gallery at 4:15 to find the painting gone.'
Who is the most likely suspect?
 (A) None of them — the thief must be someone not listed   (B) Sam — because 
they 'discovered' the theft, which is suspicious   (C) Jordan — they were in the 
gallery until 3:30 (during the theft window of 3:00-4:00), while Alex has a confirmed 
alibi and Sam arrived after the theft   (D) Alex — because the café is across the 
street and they could have snuck over



(tools/ability). Opportunity is WHEN and WHERE they could have done it (access and 
timing)   (D) Motive is for mysteries, means is for math, and opportunity is for science

45. A riddle states: 'A man is found in a field with a sealed package beside him. He is 
dead, but there are no marks on his body. How did he die?'
This is a lateral thinking mystery. What's the answer?
   (A) He was struck by lightning (no visible marks)   (B) The package was so heavy it 
crushed him   (C) The package is an unopened parachute — he jumped from a plane 
and the parachute failed to open   (D) The package contained poison that seeped 
through the wrapping

46. Five friends ate dinner together. Afterward, one got sick from food poisoning. The 
sick person didn't eat the soup, salad, or dessert — but DID eat the pasta and bread. 
Two others also ate pasta but are fine. One other person also ate bread but is fine. 
What caused the food poisoning?
   (A) The pasta caused it — it was obviously undercooked, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (B) Both the pasta and bread together were toxic 
as a combination, and this principle applies across similar situations   (C) The bread 
caused it — bread can contain mold, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases   (D) The pasta and bread together aren't the sole cause (others ate each 
without getting sick). The sick person must have eaten something UNIQUE — check 
what they ordered that nobody else did. The clues suggest something not listed 
(perhaps a special sauce or garnish on their specific dish)

Write the answer
47. A locked-room mystery states: 'A woman is found alone in a room. The door is 
locked from the inside. The only window is closed and locked. There is a puddle of 
water on the floor and some broken glass. How did she die?'
   Answer: ________

48. What does 'Occam's Razor' mean, and how does it help when solving mystery 
riddles?
   Answer: ________

49. Four suspects are questioned about who broke the school's trophy case. Each 
makes one statement:

 

Amy: 'Ben did it.'
Ben: 'I didn't do it.'
Carlos: 'I didn't do it.'
Diana: 'Amy did it.'
Exactly ONE person is lying. Who broke the trophy case?



50. Why is the question 'Who benefits?' (cui bono) one of the most powerful detective 
questions?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A detective finds a note that says 'MEET ME AT THE OLD MILL AT MIDNIGHT.' The note 
is written in the suspect's handwriting, but the suspect claims they didn't write it. 
What important question should the detective ask next?  → 
2. In a mystery riddle, what is a 'red herring' suspect, and how do you avoid being 
distracted by them?  → 
3. A mystery riddle tells you: 'The thief left muddy footprints leading from the garden 
to the kitchen. The footprints are size 10. Of the three suspects, only Pat wears size 10 
shoes.' Is this enough to convict Pat?  → 
4. A witness says: 'I saw the suspect running from the scene at 9 PM. I remember 
because it was dark and I was walking my dog.' The detective checks and finds that 
sunset was at 8:45 PM that day. Does this support or weaken the witness's testimony?  
→ 
5. What is 'backward reasoning' (also called 'working backward'), and why is it 
particularly useful for mystery riddles?  → 

   (A) It mostly supports it — sunset at 8:45 means it would be dark by 9 PM, consistent 
with the witness's claim. But it also raises questions about visibility: if it was dark, 
how well could the witness actually identify the person?
   (B) No — Pat has the right shoe size (possible means/opportunity), but someone 
could have worn Pat's shoes to frame them, or other people outside the suspect list 
might wear size 10. Additional evidence is needed
   (C) Starting from the end result (the crime scene) and reasoning backward through 
the chain of events to figure out what must have happened first — it's useful because 
the evidence at the scene constrains what events could have led to it
   (D) 'Could someone have forced or tricked the suspect into writing those specific 
words without them knowing the purpose?' — for example, through a dictation 
exercise, copying task, or writing contest
   (E) A red herring suspect is someone who SEEMS guilty based on surface evidence 
but is actually innocent — you avoid the trap by requiring ALL three elements (motive, 
means, opportunity) before concluding guilt

6. Science and Nature Riddles

 Answer: ________

 

 



Circle the correct answer
51. What is a 'science riddle'?
   (A) A puzzle where solving it requires understanding or applying a scientific concept   
(B) A riddle that can only be solved by scientists   (C) A multiple-choice science test 
question   (D) A joke about laboratory equipment

52. I have cities but no houses, forests but no trees, and water but no fish. What am I?
   (A) A dream   (B) A globe   (C) A painting   (D) A map

53. I'm lighter than air, yet a million people can't lift me. What am I?
   (A) A balloon   (B) A cloud   (C) A bubble   (D) Smoke

54. A glass of water sits on a table for a week with no lid. The water level goes down 
even though nobody drank it and there's no leak. What scientific process explains 
this?
   (A) Sublimation — liquid water directly becomes ice and floats away   (B) Osmosis — 
water seeps through the glass walls into the table   (C) Condensation — water 
molecules stick together and become invisible   (D) Evaporation — water molecules at 
the surface gain enough energy to escape into the air as water vapor

55. You're in a completely dark room with a candle, a wood stove, and a gas lamp. You 
only have one match. What do you light first?
   (A) The gas lamp, because it produces the most light   (B) The match — you must 
light the match itself before you can light anything else   (C) The candle, because it's 
the easiest to light   (D) The wood stove, because it takes the longest to warm up

56. I can travel around the world while staying in a corner. What am I? How does 
understanding postage systems help you solve this riddle?
   (A) A compass needle — it understands how magnets help because magnetism is a 
global force   (B) A postage stamp — it stays on the corner of an envelope while the 
letter travels globally. Understanding mail delivery systems reveals how something 
stationary can 'travel' by being carried.   (C) A time zone — it uses clocks to explain 
how time helps because time zones wrap around the world   (D) A GPS satellite — it 
uses orbits to explain how technology helps because satellites circle the Earth

Write the answer
57. A farmer has a field where plants on the east side always grow taller than plants 
on the west side, even though he plants the same seeds and uses the same soil. 
Analyze what natural factors might explain this difference.
   Answer: ________

 

 



58. I am not alive, but I grow. I don't have lungs, but I need air. I don't have a mouth, 
but water kills me. What am I? Analyze which scientific properties are being described.
   Answer: ________

59. Two identical ice cubes are placed on separate plates — one metal and one 
wooden — at room temperature. Which ice cube melts faster, and why does this riddle 
trip people up?
   Answer: ________

60. You drop a steel ball and a feather from the same height in a room with normal 
air. The ball hits first. You then do the same experiment inside a vacuum chamber with 
all air removed. What happens and why?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. I have an eye but cannot see. I follow you wherever you go during the day but 
disappear at night. If you try to catch me, I run away just as fast. What am I?  → 
2. Why does a year on Mars last about 687 Earth days while a year on Earth lasts about 
365 days?  → 
3. A person claims they found a coin dated 42 B.C. Without even examining the coin, a 
historian says it must be fake. Why is the historian correct?  → 
4. Which is heavier: a pound of feathers or a pound of bricks? Explain why this riddle 
works and what scientific concept it exploits.  → 
5. An astronaut on the International Space Station drops a ball inside the station. 
Instead of falling to the floor, it floats. Is this because there is no gravity in space?  → 

   (A) Nobody living in 42 B.C. would have known they were living 'before Christ' — the 
B.C./A.D. dating system wasn't invented until centuries later, so no ancient coin would 
be stamped 'B.C.'
   (B) No — gravity on the ISS is about 90% as strong as on Earth's surface. The ball 
floats because the station and everything inside it are all falling together in orbit (free 
fall), creating the sensation of weightlessness.
   (C) They weigh exactly the same — one pound. The riddle works by exploiting the 
cognitive bias that associates material density with weight, making people forget that 
'a pound' is already a fixed unit of weight.
   (D) Mars is farther from the Sun, so it has a longer orbital path and travels slower 
due to weaker gravitational pull — both effects make its year nearly twice as long
   (E) Your shadow — the 'eye' is the outline of your own eye in the shadow, it follows 
your movements during daylight, and moves away at the same speed you move 
toward it

 



7. Advanced Riddle Construction and Analysis
Circle the correct answer
61. What are the three essential structural components that most effective riddles 
share?
   (A) A setup (misdirection or ambiguous framing), a hidden pattern (the actual logic 
or wordplay the solver must discover), and a satisfying reveal (the answer that 
recontextualizes all the clues)   (B) A question mark, rhyming words, and a funny 
punchline, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (C) A character, a 
setting, and a plot twist, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) 
An easy clue, a medium clue, and a hard clue, and this principle applies across similar 
situations

62. Explain the difference between 'convergent' riddles (one correct answer) and 
'divergent' riddles (multiple valid answers). Give an example of each.
   (A) Convergent riddles are for kids and divergent riddles are for adults — they target 
different ages, and this principle applies across similar situations   (B) Convergent 
riddles are easy and divergent riddles are hard — the only difference is difficulty, and 
this is the standard approach used in most cases   (C) Convergent riddles use 
wordplay and divergent riddles use logic — they use different mental skills, which is 
the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (D) Convergent riddles have 
exactly one answer that fits all clues (e.g., 'What has keys but no locks?' = a piano). 
Divergent riddles allow multiple valid interpretations (e.g., 'What can you hold without 
touching?' = your breath, a conversation, a grudge).

63. What is the 'ambiguity pivot' technique in riddle construction?
   (A) The ambiguity pivot is when a riddle uses a word or phrase with two meanings, 
where the solver initially interprets it one way but the answer requires the other 
interpretation. The 'pivot' is the moment the solver's understanding flips.   (B) A 
method of rotating between different types of riddles to keep audiences engaged, 
making this the most widely accepted explanation   (C) A technique where the riddle 
changes difficulty halfway through by adding harder clues, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (D) A strategy where the riddler pivots to a 
different riddle if the audience seems confused, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation

64. Apply the 'constraint stacking' technique to build a riddle. Start with the answer 
'an echo,' then add three clues that each eliminate more wrong answers until only 
'echo' fits.
   (A) Clue 1: 'I am loud.' Clue 2: 'I am in caves.' Clue 3: 'I copy you.', and this has been 
consistently demonstrated in practice   (B) Clue 1: 'I speak without a mouth' 

 
 



(eliminates most living things, but leaves recordings, text, etc.). Clue 2: 'I repeat your 
words but never learn new ones' (eliminates recordings and parrots). Clue 3: 'I live in 
mountains and empty rooms but disappear when you come close' (eliminates all 
remaining answers except echo).   (C) Clue 1: 'I am an echo.' Clue 2: 'I bounce off walls.' 
Clue 3: 'You hear me in caves.', which is the most common explanation for this 
phenomenon   (D) Clue 1: 'I make sound.' Clue 2: 'I need walls.' Clue 3: 'I fade away.', and 
this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

65. Rewrite this weak riddle to make it stronger: 'I am round and you can eat me. I 
grow on trees. What am I?' (Answer: an apple). Identify what's wrong and fix it.
   (A) The riddle is weak because all clues point too obviously to fruit (oranges, 
peaches, and cherries also fit). Stronger version: 'I keep doctors away without a 
prescription, I fell on a famous scientist's head, and my home is in every teacher's 
dream. What am I?' This uses cultural references (the saying, Newton, 'apple for the 
teacher') as misdirection.   (B) Change it to 'I am round, grow on trees, and am NOT an 
orange. What am I?' to eliminate competitors, and this is the standard approach used 
in most cases   (C) Make it rhyme: 'I'm round and sweet, a healthy treat, on trees I'm 
found, what is this round?' for better quality, which is the most common explanation 
for this phenomenon   (D) Add the clue 'I am red or green' to make it specific enough 
for only an apple, as this is what research and standard practice suggests

66. Analyze why the riddle 'What has four wheels and flies?' (Answer: a garbage truck) 
is considered a masterclass in misdirection. Identify the specific linguistic mechanism 
at work.
   (A) The riddle is effective because most people don't know that garbage trucks have 
exactly four wheels   (B) The riddle uses alliteration between 'four' and 'flies' to create 
a rhythmic flow that distracts the solver, which is why this approach is recommended 
by experts   (C) The riddle works because garbage trucks are surprising and funny, 
creating a humorous twist   (D) The word 'flies' is parsed as a verb (the action of flying) 
in the setup, but the answer reinterprets it as a noun (the insects that surround 
garbage). The riddle exploits syntactic ambiguity — the same word changes 
grammatical function, which is a deeper form of misdirection than simple homophone 
confusion.

Write the answer
67. Compare the riddle traditions of three cultures: the Sphinx's riddle from Greek 
mythology ('What walks on four legs in the morning...'), Old English riddles from the 
Exeter Book (10th century), and modern Japanese nazo-nazo riddles. What structural 
principle do they all share?
   Answer: ________

 



68. A student creates this riddle: 'I have 88 keys but can't open a single door. I have 
pedals but no wheels. I have a bench but no table. What am I?' (Piano). Analyze the 
clue architecture — which clue carries the most 'elimination power' and why?
   Answer: ________

69. What is a 'meta-riddle' and how does it differ from a standard riddle?
   Answer: ________

70. Apply the 'perspective shift' technique to create a riddle about a pencil. Instead of 
describing what a pencil IS, describe the world from the pencil's point of view.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What is the 'false frame' technique, and why is it the most common source of unfair 
riddles?  → 
2. Apply the 'contradiction hook' technique: create an opening line that contains an 
apparent impossibility to hook the solver's curiosity. The topic is 'a clock.'  → 
3. Analyze the difference between a 'lateral thinking puzzle' and a 'traditional riddle.' 
Which one trains deductive reasoning and which trains creative thinking?  → 
4. Evaluate these three riddle endings for the same setup — 'I fly without wings, I cry 
without eyes, and wherever I go, darkness follows.' Which answer is best and why? A: 
Night, B: A cloud, C: A storm.  → 
5. What is 'solver modeling' in riddle design, and why is it essential for creating riddles 
that are challenging but fair?  → 

   (A) 'Night' is the strongest answer because it uniquely satisfies all three clues with a 
single consistent interpretation: night 'flies' (passes quickly across the sky as Earth 
rotates), 'cries' (dew forms at night), and darkness literally IS night. 'Cloud' and 'storm' 
only partially fit — clouds have a weaker connection to 'darkness follows' and storms 
don't consistently 'fly without wings.'
   (B) Example: 'I have hands that never touch anything and a face that never shows 
emotion.' The 'contradiction' (hands that can't touch, a face without emotion) creates 
immediate curiosity because human hands and faces always touch and emote. The 
solver must realize 'hands' and 'face' are being used in the clock-specific sense.
   (C) A false frame deliberately leads the solver to imagine the wrong scenario — like 
describing a 'man' walking into a bar when the answer involves a literal metal bar. It 
becomes unfair when the false frame is so convincing that no reasonable person 
could escape it, or when the true frame requires knowledge the solver couldn't be 
expected to have.
   (D) Traditional riddles train deductive reasoning — all information needed is in the 
clues, and the solver narrows down through logic. Lateral thinking puzzles train 
creative thinking — they provide a scenario and the solver must ask yes/no questions 

 



to discover hidden information not in the puzzle statement. Riddles are 'closed' 
problems; lateral puzzles are 'open' problems.
   (E) Solver modeling is the practice of imagining the solver's thought process while 
designing a riddle — predicting what false answers they'll consider, which clue they'll 
focus on first, and what misconceptions they'll have. It's essential because it helps the 
designer calibrate difficulty: too easy means the solver never considers wrong 
answers; too hard means they can't reach the right one even with the clues.

8. Master Riddler Capstone
Circle the correct answer
71. What are the five main riddle domains that a Master Riddler must be proficient in?
   (A) Reading, Writing, Arithmetic, Science, and Art — the traditional school subjects, 
which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (B) Easy riddles, Medium 
riddles, Hard riddles, Expert riddles, and Impossible riddles — the five difficulty levels, 
as this is what research and standard practice suggests   (C) Wordplay (puns, double 
meanings, homophones), Logic (deduction, constraints, proofs), Mathematics (number 
patterns, probability, spatial reasoning), Science (natural phenomena, scientific 
reasoning), and Mystery (evidence analysis, alibi evaluation, detective reasoning)   (D) 
History, Geography, Language, Music, and Sports — the five quiz categories, as this is 
what research and standard practice suggests

72. Explain how the same riddle can require skills from multiple domains 
simultaneously. Use this riddle as an example: 'I am a three-digit number. My tens 
digit is five more than my ones digit. My hundreds digit is eight less than my tens 
digit. What am I?'
   (A) It requires science because digit relationships follow natural laws like physics, 
which is the most widely accepted explanation for this concept   (B) This riddle 
combines math (digit relationships and algebra) with logic (working through 
constraints systematically). If the ones digit is x, then tens = x+5 and hundreds = 
(x+5)-8 = x-3. For hundreds to be a valid digit (1-9), x must be at least 3. If x=3: 850-
something doesn't work. If x=3: hundreds=0, invalid. If x=4: hundreds=1, tens=9, ones=4 
→ 194. Checking: 9-4=5 ✓, 9-8=1 ✓. Answer: 194.   (C) It only uses logic because you 
eliminate wrong answers — math is just the setting, not the skill, based on the 
established understanding in this subject area   (D) It only uses math because it 
involves numbers — logic is not needed for number riddles, according to the standard 
framework used to analyze this topic

 
 



73. What does 'forward starts are equal, backward starts are not' mean? Apply this 
cryptic clue style to figure out the answer.
   (A) The words 'equal' and 'not' — reading forward, both start with a vowel (E and N 
both serve as starting sounds). But reading backward, 'equal' starts with 'L' (lauqe) and 
'not' starts with 'T' (ton) — different consonants. The answer describes letters and 
word structure.   (B) It describes a palindrome that reads the same forward but not 
backward, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (C) It means that 
mathematical equations are equal going forward but inequalities go backward, which 
is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) It means that all races start the 
same way but finish differently, as this directly follows from the underlying principles

74. Five suspects are questioned about a stolen diamond. Each makes exactly one 
statement. Exactly one person is the thief, and the thief always lies while everyone 
else tells the truth. Alice: 'Bob did it.' Bob: 'I didn't do it.' Carol: 'Alice didn't do it.' Dave: 
'Carol did it.' Eve: 'Dave didn't do it.' Who stole the diamond?
   (A) Alice stole the diamond, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice, 
since this follows logically from the fundamental principles involved   (B) Eve stole the 
diamond, and this principle applies across similar situations, which reflects the 
current consensus among experts in this field   (C) Dave stole the diamond. Testing 
Dave as the thief: Dave lies, so 'Carol did it' is false, meaning Carol is innocent. This is 
the closest fit to the clues among all five suspects, so the intended answer is Dave.   
(D) Bob stole the diamond, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice, 
which is the most widely accepted explanation for this concept

75. A prisoner is given the choice between two doors. Behind one is freedom; behind 
the other is continued imprisonment. There are two guards — one always tells the 
truth and one always lies, but you don't know which is which. You may ask ONE 
question to ONE guard. What question guarantees you find the door to freedom?
   (A) Ask 'Which door leads to freedom?' and trust whatever they say, and this is the 
standard approach used in most cases   (B) Ask 'Are you the truth-teller?' — both 
guards would say yes, so this tells you nothing, and this principle applies across 
similar situations   (C) Ask 'What is 2+2?' to figure out which guard is the liar first, 
making this the most widely accepted explanation   (D) 'If I asked the OTHER guard 
which door leads to freedom, what would they say?' Then choose the OPPOSITE door. 
The truth-teller honestly reports the liar's wrong answer (pointing to the prison door). 
The liar dishonestly reports the truth-teller's right answer (also pointing to the prison 
door). Either way, you get the wrong door — so you choose the other one.

76. I am something that exists only when you don't know the answer to me. The 
moment you solve me, I cease to exist. Yet I can be shared without being destroyed, 
collected without being possessed, and aged without growing old. What am I?
   (A) A mystery novel — because the mystery ends when you finish reading, according 
to the standard framework used to analyze this topic   (B) A secret — because secrets 



cease to exist when shared, since this follows logically from the fundamental 
principles involved   (C) A question — because questions stop existing once answered, 
which is the most widely accepted explanation for this concept   (D) A riddle itself — a 
riddle exists as a puzzle only while unsolved. Once solved, the mystery vanishes 
(though the text remains). Riddles can be shared (told to others who haven't heard 
them), collected (in books), and aged (ancient riddles persist) without losing their 
nature.

Write the answer
77. You have 8 identical-looking balls. One is slightly heavier than the others. Using a 
balance scale only TWICE, how do you find the heavy ball? Explain your strategy step 
by step.
   Answer: ________

78. Three people check into a hotel room that costs $30. They each pay $10. Later, the 
manager realizes the room should only cost $25, so she sends a bellhop with $5 in 
change. The bellhop pockets $2 and gives $1 back to each guest. Now each guest has 
paid $9 (total $27), and the bellhop has $2. $27 + $2 = $29. Where did the missing dollar 
go?
   Answer: ________

79. A detective finds a victim and three suspects in a room. The victim wrote a clue in 
their final moments: the number '710' on a piece of paper held upside down. Who is 
the guilty suspect: Bill, John, or OIL?
   Answer: ________

80. What walks on four legs at dawn, two legs at noon, and three legs at dusk, but also 
has no legs at midnight? Extend the Sphinx's classic riddle with a fourth stage and 
explain what it represents.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A scientist says: 'I can be absolutely sure of something without ever seeing it, 
touching it, or measuring it directly.' Is this statement a riddle, a paradox, a scientific 
truth, or all three? Justify your answer.  → 
2. You're on a game show with three doors. Behind one is a car; behind the other two 
are goats. You pick Door 1. The host (who knows what's behind each door) opens Door 
3, revealing a goat. Should you switch to Door 2 or stick with Door 1? Prove your 
answer with probability.  → 
3. Compare these two approaches to the riddle 'What can fill a room but takes up no 
space?': Approach A starts by listing physical things that fill rooms (furniture, air, 

 

 



people) and eliminates them. Approach B starts by questioning the assumption that 
'fill' means physical filling. Which approach is more likely to succeed and why?  → 
4. A ship arrives in port every Tuesday. A ship departs from the same port every 
Tuesday. The voyage takes exactly one week. How many ships does the shipping 
company need at minimum?  → 
5. I am greater than God, more evil than the devil. The poor have me, the rich need 
me, and if you eat me, you'll die. What am I?  → 

   (A) Approach B is more likely to succeed because the answer is 'light' — which fills a 
room visually/perceptually but has no physical volume. Approach A fails because it 
stays within the physical interpretation of 'fill' and can only eliminate wrong answers 
without generating the right one. Approach B's assumption-questioning directly 
targets the riddle's misdirection mechanism.
   (B) Nothing — nothing is greater than God, nothing is more evil than the devil, the 
poor have nothing, the rich need nothing, and if you eat nothing (starve), you'll die. 
The answer is the concept of 'nothing' itself.
   (C) The company needs a minimum of 2 ships. Ship A departs on Tuesday and arrives 
the following Tuesday. Ship B departs on that same Tuesday when Ship A arrives. The 
ships alternate weekly, with one always at sea while the other is in port.
   (D) It is all three simultaneously. As a riddle, the answer could be 'a mathematical 
proof' or 'a logical deduction' — knowledge derived through pure reasoning without 
empirical observation. As a paradox, it seems to contradict science's emphasis on 
observation. As a scientific truth, it describes how theoretical physics predicts 
particles and forces that are later confirmed experimentally.
   (E) Switch to Door 2. Your initial choice (Door 1) has a 1/3 probability of being 
correct. The other two doors collectively have 2/3 probability. When the host reveals a 
goat behind Door 3, all of that 2/3 probability concentrates on Door 2. Switching gives 
you 2/3 chance of winning; staying gives you 1/3.

9. Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers
Circle the correct answer
81. What does 'lateral thinking' mean?
   (A) Thinking creatively by approaching problems from unexpected angles   (B) 
Thinking only in straight lines   (C) Thinking about math problems only   (D) Thinking 
while lying on your side

82. A man pushes his car to a hotel and loses his fortune. What is happening?
   (A) He is playing Monopoly   (B) His car broke down near a hotel   (C) He crashed into 
the hotel   (D) The hotel charged too much

 
 



83. What can you hold in your right hand but never in your left hand?
   (A) Nothing — you can hold anything in either hand   (B) Your left elbow   (C) A right-
handed tool   (D) A special glove

84. A rooster lays an egg on top of a barn roof. Which way does the egg roll?
   (A) Roosters don't lay eggs   (B) To the left   (C) Straight down   (D) To the right

85. What gets wetter the more it dries?
   (A) A sponge   (B) Ice   (C) A towel   (D) Rain

86. How many months have 28 days?
   (A) All 12 months   (B) Only 1 (February)   (C) Only 2   (D) Only February in non-leap 
years

Write the answer
87. If you have a bowl with six apples and you take away four, how many do you have?
   Answer: ________

88. A boy kicks a soccer ball 10 feet. It comes back to him without hitting anything or 
anyone. How?
   Answer: ________

89. What has a head, a tail, is brown, and has no legs?
   Answer: ________

90. A truck driver is going the wrong way on a one-way street. A police officer sees him 
but doesn't stop him. Why?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What can travel around the world while staying in a corner?  → 
2. Two fathers and two sons go fishing. They each catch one fish, yet only three fish 
are caught. How is this possible?  → 
3. You see a boat filled with people. It has not sunk, but when you look again you 
don't see a single person on the boat. Why?  → 
4. I have cities but no houses, forests but no trees, and water but no fish. What am I?  
→ 
5. A girl fell off a 30-foot ladder but didn't get hurt. How?  → 

   (A) A map
   (B) They are a grandfather, father, and son — three people total
   (C) All the people on the boat are married — none are 'single'
   (D) She fell off the bottom rung

 

 



   (E) A postage stamp

10. Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers
Circle the correct answer
91. What is the next number in the sequence: 2, 4, 6, 8, ___?
   (A) 11   (B) 10   (C) 9   (D) 12

92. If you multiply me by any number, the answer is always the same. What number 
am I?
   (A) Zero   (B) One   (C) Two   (D) Infinity

93. What is the next number: 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, ___?
   (A) 13   (B) 10   (C) 15   (D) 11

94. I am an odd number. Take away one letter from my name and I become even. What 
number am I?
   (A) Three, since this follows logically from the fundamental principles involved   (B) 
Nine, based on the established understanding in this subject area   (C) Seven (remove 
the 's' and it becomes 'even')   (D) Five, which reflects the current consensus among 
experts in this field

95. How many times can you subtract 5 from 25?
   (A) Infinitely, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) 5 
times   (C) Once — after that you're subtracting from 20, not 25   (D) 25 times

96. What is half of 2 + 2?
   (A) 1, based on the established understanding in this subject area   (B) 0, according 
to the standard framework used to analyze this topic   (C) It depends on order of 
operations — half of 2 is 1, plus 2 equals 3; but half of (2+2) equals 2   (D) 4, which 
reflects the current consensus among experts in this field

Write the answer
97. Three friends split a $30 dinner bill equally, paying $10 each. The waiter realizes 
the bill should be $25 and returns $5. They each take $1 back and tip the waiter $2. 
They each paid $9 (total $27) plus the $2 tip = $29. Where's the missing dollar?
   Answer: ________

98. What number do you get when you multiply all the digits on a telephone number 
pad (0-9) together?
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



99. A bat and a ball cost $1.10 together. The bat costs $1.00 more than the ball. How 
much does the ball cost?
   Answer: ________

100. I am a three-digit number. My tens digit is 5 more than my ones digit. My 
hundreds digit is 8 less than my tens digit. What number am I?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What comes next: 1, 4, 9, 16, 25, _?  → __
2. Using only addition, how can you make the number 1000 using exactly eight 8s?  → 
3. A farmer has 17 sheep. All but 9 run away. How many are left?  → 
4. What is the smallest number of coins you need to make exactly 99 cents using US 
coins?  → 
5. A clock strikes 6 times in 5 seconds. How long does it take to strike 12 times?  → 

   (A) 888 + 88 + 8 + 8 + 8 = 1000
   (B) 9 coins: 3 quarters + 2 dimes + 4 pennies
   (C) 36
   (D) 11 seconds
   (E) 9

11. Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers
Circle the correct answer
101. What comes next in the pattern: A, C, E, G, ___?
   (A) I   (B) H   (C) J   (D) F

102. What comes next: 3, 6, 12, 24, ___?
   (A) 48   (B) 28   (C) 30   (D) 36

103. Which shape comes next in the pattern: circle, square, triangle, circle, square, 
___?
   (A) Circle   (B) Rectangle   (C) Triangle   (D) Square

104. What number replaces the question mark: 2, 6, 18, 54, ?
   (A) 108   (B) 162   (C) 72   (D) 216

105. What comes next: Z, Y, X, W, ___?
   (A) U   (B) V   (C) A   (D) T

 

 
 



106. Complete the pattern: 1, 4, 7, 10, 13, ___?
   (A) 16   (B) 15   (C) 14   (D) 17

Write the answer
107. In the pattern 1, 2, 4, 7, 11, 16, _, each gap increases by 1. What comes next?
   Answer: __________

108. What is the pattern in this sequence: 2, 3, 5, 7, 11, 13, _?
   Answer: __________

109. What letter comes next: O, T, T, F, F, S, S, E, _?
   Answer: __________

110. Find the pattern: 1, 8, 27, 64, 125, _?
   Answer: __________

Match each question to its answer
1. In the sequence 1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, what pattern connects each number to the 
previous ones?  → 
2. The pattern is: 2, 6, 12, 20, 30, _. These are products of consecutive numbers: 1x2, 
2x3, 3x4, 4x5, 5x6. What comes next?  → __
3. What are the next two numbers: 1, 3, 2, 4, 3, 5, 4, _, _?  → 
4. In a grid pattern, row 1 has 1 dot, row 2 has 3 dots, row 3 has 5 dots. How many dots 
are in row 10?  → 
5. A triangular number pattern goes: 1, 3, 6, 10, 15, 21. How many objects are in the 8th 
triangular number?  → 

   (A) 19
   (B) 42 (which is 6 x 7)
   (C) 36
   (D) 6, 5
   (E) Each number is the sum of the two numbers before it (the Fibonacci sequence)

12. Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers
Circle the correct answer
111. In a Caesar cipher, each letter is shifted by a fixed number. If A becomes D (shift of 
3), what does B become?
   (A) C   (B) F   (C) E   (D) D

 

 

 
 



112. What is the name of a code where each letter is replaced by a different letter 
throughout the entire message?
   (A) Caesar cipher   (B) Morse code   (C) Binary code   (D) Substitution cipher

113. In the A1Z26 cipher, A=1, B=2, C=3... What letter does the number 8 represent?
   (A) I   (B) F   (C) G   (D) H

114. What famous wartime device was used to create complex substitution ciphers and 
was cracked by Alan Turing?
   (A) The typewriter   (B) The telephone   (C) The telegraph   (D) The Enigma machine

115. In Morse code, the letter S is represented by three dots (...) and O by three dashes 
(---). What famous distress signal uses these letters?
   (A) SMS, which is the most widely accepted explanation for this concept   (B) SOS (... 
--- ...)   (C) SOD, based on the established understanding in this subject area   (D) 
MOM, which reflects the current consensus among experts in this field

116. If you encode the word 'CAT' using A1Z26 (A=1, B=2...), what numbers do you get?
   (A) 3-1-19   (B) 3-1-20   (C) 3-2-20   (D) 2-1-20

Write the answer
117. A Caesar cipher with shift 13 is called ROT13. What is special about applying ROT13 
twice?
   Answer: ________

118. The message 'KHOOR' was encoded with a Caesar cipher shift of 3. What is the 
original message?
   Answer: ________

119. Why are frequency analysis attacks effective against substitution ciphers?
   Answer: ________

120. The numbers 8-5-12-16 spell a word using A1Z26. What word is it?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. In a pigpen cipher, letters are placed in grids and the shape of the grid section 
represents the letter. Why was this cipher popular among groups like the Freemasons?  
→ 
2. Decode this Caesar cipher (shift 5): 'MJQQT BTWQI'  → 
3. Encode the word 'PUZZLE' using a Caesar cipher with shift 7.  → 
4. A friend sends you: '20-8-5 3-15-4-5 9-19 6-21-14'. Decode it using A1Z26.  → 
5. In a simple substitution cipher, you know that X=A, Y=B, and Z=C. The pattern shifts 

 

 



the entire alphabet back by 3. Decode 'VHFUHW'.  → 

   (A) THE CODE IS FUN
   (B) SECRET
   (C) HELLO WORLD
   (D) WBGGSL
   (E) It was easy to learn, quick to write (just draw shapes), and looked like 
meaningless symbols to outsiders

13. Language Devices
Circle the correct answer
121. What makes a riddle different from a regular joke?
   (A) A riddle challenges you to figure out the answer using clues and creative 
thinking, while a regular joke simply delivers a punchline for you   (B) Riddles can 
never be funny, while jokes are always funny, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (C) Riddles must rhyme, while jokes never rhyme, as this directly follows 
from the underlying principles   (D) Riddles are always longer than jokes, and this 
principle applies across similar situations

122. Which of these is the best example of a riddle that uses homophones?
   (A) 'Why did the chicken cross the road? To get to the other side.'   (B) 'What has four 
legs in the morning, two at noon, and three at night?'   (C) 'What is black and white 
and read all over?' (read/red — a newspaper)   (D) 'What gets wetter the more it dries? 
A towel.'

123. Why do many riddles use personification — giving human qualities to non-human 
things?
   (A) Personification makes you picture a person or living being, which creates 
stronger misdirection when the answer turns out to be an object   (B) Because riddles 
must follow the rules of poetry, which require personification   (C) Because 
personification makes riddles easier to solve   (D) Because riddles are only about 
animals pretending to be human

124. A friend gives you this riddle: 'I can fly without wings. I can cry without eyes. 
Wherever I go, darkness follows me. What am I?' How would you approach solving it?
   (A) Count the number of words in each line — the number pattern reveals the 
answer   (B) Consider each clue separately — what can 'fly' without literal wings, 'cry' 
without literal eyes, and brings darkness? A cloud fits all three clues   (C) The answer 
must be something supernatural since nothing real can do all three things   (D) Look 
for rhyming words in the riddle to find the answer

 
 



125. Analyze why this riddle works: 'What can you catch but never throw? A cold.' What 
would happen if you changed 'cold' to 'flu'?
   (A) It would be better because 'flu' is a harder vocabulary word, which is the most 
widely accepted explanation for this concept   (B) It would still work because you 
'catch' the flu too, but 'a cold' is better because the phrase 'catch a cold' is a more 
common everyday expression that people hear without thinking about it   (C) It would 
be exactly the same because 'cold' and 'flu' are synonyms, based on the established 
understanding in this subject area   (D) It wouldn't work at all because you can throw 
the flu at people, since this follows logically from the fundamental principles involved

126. Create a wordplay riddle using the double meaning of the word 'ring.' Your riddle 
should include at least two clues and effective misdirection. Describe your riddle and 
explain why it works.
   (A) Example: 'I can go around your finger but I'm not a ring. I circle the Earth but 
never fly. Trees count their years by me. What am I?' (A ring/ring of a tree). The riddle 
works because it first mentions fingers (jewelry ring) then shifts to a growth ring, 
using the same word in a totally different context   (B) Just write 'What has a ring? A 
phone.' — simple is always better for riddles, and this is the standard approach used 
in most cases   (C) Write a riddle where the answer IS a ring, since the word was given   
(D) Use 'ring' only once and fill the rest with unrelated clues to make it harder, as this 
directly follows from the underlying principles

Write the answer
127. Compare these two number riddles. Which one is more mathematically interesting 
and why?
(A) 'What number times itself equals 144?' (Answer: 12)
(B) 'What 3-digit number equals the sum of the cubes of its digits?' (Answer: 153, since 
1³+5³+3³=153)
   Answer: ________

128. What is 'alliteration,' and how might it be used in a riddle?
   Answer: ________

129. What is a 'riddle family' — a group of riddles that all use the same basic 
structure?
   Answer: ________

130. A classic riddle asks: 'What has cities but no houses, forests but no trees, and 
water but no fish?' Is this a logic riddle or a wordplay riddle? Justify your answer.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 



1. What is a 'logic riddle'?  → 
2. Why do logic puzzles often use grids or tables to organize information?  → 
3. A riddle states: 'There are 3 boxes. One has only apples, one has only oranges, and 
one has both. All labels are WRONG. You pick one fruit from the box labeled "Both." 
You pull out an apple. What's actually in each box?'  → 
4. You're at a fork in the road. You know that one path leads to a village where 
everyone always tells the truth, and the other leads to a village where everyone 
always lies. A person from one of the villages is standing at the fork. What single 
question can you ask to find the truth village?  → 
5. What is a 'constraint' in a logic puzzle, and why are constraints helpful rather than 
limiting?  → 

   (A) A puzzle that requires careful reasoning and deduction to solve, rather than 
wordplay or tricks with language
   (B) 'Which road leads to YOUR village?' Both the truth-teller and the liar will point to 
the truth village — the truth-teller honestly, and the liar because they'd lie about their 
own village's location
   (C) The 'Both' box has only apples (since you pulled an apple and the label is wrong, 
it can't actually have both). The 'Oranges' box must have both (wrong label). The 
'Apples' box must have only oranges (wrong label)
   (D) A constraint is a rule that limits what's possible, and constraints are helpful 
because each one eliminates wrong answers, narrowing down the solution
   (E) Grids make it easy to track what you know and don't know by crossing out 
impossible combinations and marking confirmed ones, preventing you from forgetting 
deductions

14. Language Devices
Circle the correct answer
131. What is a 'riddle'?
   (A) A puzzling question or statement that requires creative thinking to figure out its 
clever or unexpected answer   (B) A question on a test that is designed to trick 
students   (C) A math problem that has no correct answer   (D) A joke that doesn't have 
a punchline

132. What is a 'pun'?
   (A) A riddle that can only be solved with math, and this is the standard approach 
used in most cases   (B) A question that has no real answer, and this is the standard 
approach used in most cases   (C) A joke or riddle that plays on the multiple meanings 
of a word or on words that sound alike   (D) A type of poem that always rhymes, as 

 
 



this is what research and standard practice suggests

133. What is 'misdirection' in the context of riddles?
   (A) When a riddle uses words that nobody can understand   (B) A technique where 
the riddle's wording leads you to think about the wrong thing, making the real answer 
surprising   (C) When a riddle gives you the wrong answer on purpose   (D) When a 
riddle has no correct answer at all

134. Which strategy is most useful when you're completely stuck on a riddle?
   (A) Read the riddle faster and faster until the answer comes to you   (B) Look at each 
important word in the riddle and ask, 'What else could this word mean?' — most 
riddles depend on a word having an unexpected second meaning   (C) Assume the 
riddle is unsolvable and skip to the next one   (D) Try to memorize the riddle word-for-
word so you can ask someone else later

135. Compare these two riddles: (A) 'What has teeth but cannot eat? A comb.' (B) 'Why 
was the belt arrested? For holding up a pair of pants.' Which analysis is correct?
   (A) Riddle B is not really a riddle because it has a question-and-answer format   (B) 
Riddle A is harder because it uses more figurative language than Riddle B   (C) Riddle 
A uses the double meaning of 'teeth' (comb teeth vs. mouth teeth), while Riddle B 
uses the double meaning of 'holding up' (keeping pants up vs. committing a robbery)   
(D) Both riddles use the exact same technique — they both rely on rhyming words

136. A student writes this riddle: 'What has ears but cannot hear? A cornfield.' Another 
student says it's too easy. What's the most helpful feedback?
   (A) Make the riddle longer by adding five more lines   (B) Replace 'ears' with a more 
difficult vocabulary word   (C) Change the answer to something harder like 'silence'   
(D) Add more misleading clues that push the solver toward thinking about hearing, so 
the corn 'ears' answer is more surprising

Write the answer
137. Your classmate writes: 'What has four wheels and flies? A garbage truck.' Is this a 
good riddle? Judge its quality.
   Answer: ________

138. What is a 'paradox' in riddle form?
   Answer: ________

139. Compare these two approaches to solving a logic riddle with 5 clues:
(A) Read all 5 clues, then try to guess the answer from overall feeling
(B) Read clue 1, draw a conclusion. Read clue 2, update. Continue systematically.
Which approach is more reliable?
   Answer: ________

 



140. A farmer needs to cross a river with a wolf, a chicken, and a bag of grain. The boat 
can only carry the farmer and one item. If left alone, the wolf will eat the chicken, and 
the chicken will eat the grain. What's the correct sequence of crossings?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What is the difference between 'necessary' and 'sufficient' information in a logic 
puzzle?  → 
2. Look at this number sequence: 2, 6, 12, 20, 30, _. What comes next?  → __
3. Analyze why the 'river crossing' puzzle (farmer, wolf, chicken, grain) is considered a 
good logic puzzle. What makes it well-designed?  → 
4. A snail climbs 3 feet up a wall during the day but slides back 2 feet each night. The 
wall is 10 feet tall. How many days does it take the snail to reach the top?  → 
5. A riddle says: 'When I am 6, my sister is half my age. When I am 70, how old is my 
sister?'  → 

   (A) Necessary information is what you NEED to solve the puzzle (without it, you can't 
solve it). Sufficient information is ENOUGH to solve it (with it, you definitely can solve 
it)
   (B) It has clear constraints (what eats what), exactly one solution strategy, requires 
the non-obvious move of bringing something back, and uses a real-world scenario 
that's easy to understand
   (C) 42 — the differences between consecutive numbers are 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 (increasing 
by 2 each time), so the next difference is 12 and 30 + 12 = 42
   (D) 67 — when you were 6, your sister was 3, meaning she's 3 years younger than you. 
At 70, she'd be 70 - 3 = 67
   (E) 8 days — the snail gains 1 net foot per day for 7 days (reaching 7 feet), then 
climbs 3 feet on day 8 to reach 10 feet before sliding back

15. Language Devices
Circle the correct answer
141. What is a 'red herring' in a riddle?
   (A) A clue or detail deliberately included to distract you and lead your thinking in the 
wrong direction   (B) The most important clue in the riddle, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (C) A mistake the riddle writer made accidentally, 
and this is the standard approach used in most cases   (D) A riddle about fishing or 
the ocean, as this directly follows from the underlying principles

142. Solve this riddle by identifying the wordplay: 'I have keys but no locks. I have 

 

 
 



space but no room. You can enter but can't go inside. What am I?'
   (A) A treasure chest that has been emptied out, making this the most widely 
accepted explanation   (B) A map that shows places you can never visit, and this 
principle applies across similar situations   (C) A keyboard — 'keys' (keyboard keys, not 
door keys), 'space' (space bar, not physical room), 'enter' (enter key, not going inside)   
(D) A haunted house where the doors are all locked, and this principle applies across 
similar situations

143. Analyze this riddle: 'If you have me, you want to share me. If you share me, you no 
longer have me. What am I?' Why does the answer 'a secret' work logically?
   (A) Because secrets are the same as lies, which is the most widely accepted 
explanation for this concept   (B) Because the riddle is a paradox with no real logic 
behind it, based on the established understanding in this subject area   (C) Because 
secrets are always about other people, which reflects the current consensus among 
experts in this field   (D) A secret satisfies both conditions: knowing a secret creates an 
urge to tell someone, but once you tell someone, it's no longer a secret — both 
constraints are met simultaneously

144. What is the difference between 'deductive reasoning' and 'guessing' when solving 
riddles?
   (A) Deductive reasoning is slower, so guessing is usually better   (B) Deductive 
reasoning reaches conclusions that MUST be true based on the given information, 
while guessing picks an answer without logical justification   (C) Deductive reasoning 
only works in math class, not in riddles   (D) They're the same thing — all puzzle 
solving involves guessing

145. Three friends — Alex, Jordan, and Sam — each have a different pet: a dog, a cat, 
and a fish. Clue 1: Alex doesn't have the dog. Clue 2: Jordan doesn't have the cat. Clue 
3: The person with the fish is not Alex. Which pet does each person have?
   (A) Alex has the dog, Jordan has the fish, Sam has the cat   (B) There's not enough 
information to solve this puzzle   (C) Alex has the fish, Jordan has the dog, Sam has the 
cat   (D) Alex has the cat, Jordan has the dog, and Sam has the fish

146. Analyze this pattern: In each row, the shapes follow a rule. Row 1: circle, square, 
triangle. Row 2: square, triangle, circle. Row 3: triangle, ?, ? What fills the blanks?
   (A) Circle, square — each row shifts the sequence one position to the left, so row 3 
continues the rotation: triangle, circle, square   (B) Square, circle — the pattern 
reverses in the third row   (C) Circle, triangle — the missing shapes always match the 
first row   (D) Triangle, triangle — the third row repeats its first element

Write the answer  



147. You're on a game show with three doors. Behind one is a car; behind the other 
two are goats. You pick Door 1. The host (who knows what's behind each door) opens 
Door 3, revealing a goat. Should you switch to Door 2 or stick with Door 1? Prove your 
answer with probability.
   Answer: ________

148. You have a 3×3 grid of squares. You need to shade exactly 4 squares so that the 
pattern has BOTH horizontal AND vertical symmetry. How many different valid patterns 
exist?
   Answer: ________

149. In mystery riddles, what is the difference between 'motive,' 'means,' and 
'opportunity'?
   Answer: ________

150. Apply the 'constraint stacking' technique to build a riddle. Start with the answer 
'an echo,' then add three clues that each eliminate more wrong answers until only 
'echo' fits.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Which type of puzzle is BEST for practicing the skill of predicting 3D shapes from 2D 
views: (A) tangrams, (B) cube nets, (C) mazes, or (D) crosswords?  → 
2. What is the smallest number of cuts needed to divide a round pizza into 8 equal 
pieces?  → 
3. Compare these two riddles and evaluate which one better teaches a science 
concept: Riddle A: 'I have a head and a tail but no body. What am I? (A coin)' Riddle B: 
'I can be cracked, made, told, and played. What am I? (A joke)' Which riddle could be 
modified to teach science, and how?  → 
4. I can travel around the world while staying in a corner. What am I? How does 
understanding postage systems help you solve this riddle?  → 
5. What is 'backward reasoning' (also called 'working backward'), and why is it 
particularly useful for mystery riddles?  → 

   (A) Starting from the end result (the crime scene) and reasoning backward through 
the chain of events to figure out what must have happened first — it's useful because 
the evidence at the scene constrains what events could have led to it
   (B) (B) Cube nets — they directly practice the skill of mentally folding flat 2D patterns 
into 3D objects and predicting which faces are adjacent
   (C) Riddle A is better suited for science modification because 'head and tail' could 
reference a comet (which has a visible head/coma and tail when near the Sun), 
teaching astronomy. Riddle B's word meanings are all figurative and don't connect to 
observable natural phenomena.

 



   (D) 3 cuts — if you stack the pieces between cuts. Cut 1 makes 2 pieces, stack and cut 
again for 4, stack and cut again for 8
   (E) A postage stamp — it stays on the corner of an envelope while the letter travels 
globally. Understanding mail delivery systems reveals how something stationary can 
'travel' by being carried.

16. Language Devices
Circle the correct answer
151. What are 'homophones'?
   (A) Words that are spelled the same but pronounced differently   (B) Words that 
rhyme with each other, like 'cat' and 'hat'   (C) Words that sound the same when 
spoken aloud but have different meanings and often different spellings   (D) Words 
that mean the same thing, like 'big' and 'large'

152. Your friend writes: 'I have a head and a tail but no body. What am I?' (Answer: a 
coin.) Rate the quality of this riddle and explain why.
   (A) It's a strong riddle because it cleverly uses 'head' and 'tail' (coin terms) while 
making you picture a living creature, creating effective misdirection   (B) It's a bad 
riddle because a coin technically has a body (the metal disc)   (C) It's confusing 
because 'head' and 'tail' aren't real coin vocabulary   (D) It's a weak riddle because 
coins are too common — the answer should be something unusual

153. What is a 'literal riddle' versus a 'figurative riddle'?
   (A) A literal riddle has only one correct answer while a figurative riddle can have 
many answers, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (B) A literal 
riddle is written in English while a figurative riddle uses symbols, as this is what 
research and standard practice suggests   (C) A literal riddle describes the answer's 
actual features in a tricky way, while a figurative riddle uses metaphors and 
comparisons to describe something as if it were something else entirely   (D) A literal 
riddle is easy and a figurative riddle is hard, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice

154. Why is the question 'What information am I SURE about?' a good first step when 
solving a logic riddle?
   (A) Because being sure about things makes you feel more confident   (B) Because 
you should never think about things you're unsure about   (C) Because logic riddles 
always tell you the answer in the first sentence   (D) Starting with what you know for 
certain gives you a solid foundation to build reasoning on, and prevents you from 
making assumptions that could lead you astray

 
 



155. Why does the 'missing dollar' riddle confuse people? Three friends pay $30 for a 
hotel room ($10 each). The clerk realizes the room was $25 and gives $5 back. The 
bellhop keeps $2 as a tip and gives $1 back to each friend. Each friend paid $9 (total 
$27). The bellhop has $2. $27 + $2 = $29. Where's the missing dollar?
   (A) There IS no missing dollar — the error is in the math setup. The $27 the friends 
paid INCLUDES the bellhop's $2 tip. You should subtract the $2, not add it: $27 - $2 = 
$25 (room cost). The riddle deliberately adds numbers that shouldn't be added 
together   (B) The riddle proves that math doesn't always work correctly, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (C) The clerk miscounted the change, and 
this principle applies across similar situations   (D) The bellhop stole the extra dollar, 
and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

156. Two fathers and two sons go fishing. They each catch exactly one fish. They bring 
home exactly 3 fish. How is this possible?
   (A) There are only 3 people: a grandfather, his son, and his grandson. The son is both 
a father AND a son, so 'two fathers and two sons' describes 3 people, not 4   (B) Two of 
the people caught the same fish, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases   (C) One person threw their fish back because it was too small   (D) One of the 
fish escaped on the way home, which is the most common explanation for this 
phenomenon

Write the answer
157. Why might someone who plays a lot of spatial puzzles (like Tetris, tangrams, or 
block-building games) perform better in geometry class?
   Answer: ________

158. The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I? Evaluate whether this 
riddle could work as a science riddle about ecology.
   Answer: ________

159. A riddle says: 'I run but never walk, I have a mouth but never talk, I have a bed 
but never sleep.' What does the pattern of personification clues tell you about the 
answer?
   Answer: ________

160. Evaluate these three riddle endings for the same setup — 'I fly without wings, I 
cry without eyes, and wherever I go, darkness follows.' Which answer is best and why? 
A: Night, B: A cloud, C: A storm.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 



1. You have 6 matchsticks, all the same length. Can you arrange them to form exactly 4 
equilateral triangles? (Each triangle's side must be one matchstick long.)  → 
2. Explain how the same riddle can require skills from multiple domains 
simultaneously. Use this riddle as an example: 'I am a three-digit number. My tens 
digit is five more than my ones digit. My hundreds digit is eight less than my tens 
digit. What am I?'  → 
3. You are judging a riddle competition. Rate these three student-created riddles on 
three criteria: cleverness (1-5), fairness (1-5), and surprise (1-5). Justify your scores. 
Riddle A: 'What has teeth but can't bite? A comb.' Riddle B: 'I am the beginning of 
everything, the end of everywhere, the beginning of eternity, and the end of time and 
space. What am I? The letter E.' Riddle C: 'What can run but never walks, has a mouth 
but never talks? A river.'  → 
4. Why is 'absence of evidence' sometimes the most important clue in a mystery 
riddle?  → 
5. What is 'symmetry' in the context of visual puzzles, and what are the two main 
types?  → 

   (A) This riddle combines math (digit relationships and algebra) with logic (working 
through constraints systematically). If the ones digit is x, then tens = x+5 and hundreds 
= (x+5)-8 = x-3. For hundreds to be a valid digit (1-9), x must be at least 3. If x=3: 850-
something doesn't work. If x=3: hundreds=0, invalid. If x=4: hundreds=1, tens=9, ones=4 
→ 194. Checking: 9-4=5 ✓, 9-8=1 ✓. Answer: 194.
   (B) Symmetry means one part of a pattern mirrors or matches another part. The two 
main types are reflective symmetry (mirror image across a line) and rotational 
symmetry (looks the same when rotated by certain amounts)
   (C) Yes — build a tetrahedron (3D triangular pyramid). Three matchsticks form the 
base triangle, and three more connect to a point above, creating 4 equilateral triangle 
faces
   (D) What's MISSING from a scene can be as revealing as what's present — like a dog 
that didn't bark (suggesting the intruder was familiar) or missing items that reveal the 
thief's knowledge
   (E) Riddle A: Cleverness 3/5 (simple wordplay), Fairness 5/5 (one clear answer), 
Surprise 2/5 (well-known). Riddle B: Cleverness 5/5 (brilliant multi-layered), Fairness 
4/5 (requires reading carefully, not general knowledge), Surprise 5/5 (letter-level 
thinking is unexpected). Riddle C: Cleverness 4/5 (good personification), Fairness 5/5 
(nature knowledge), Surprise 3/5 (common but elegant). Best overall: Riddle B.

Riddle & Joke Break
Guess the answer, then check the key!
161. Why did the riddle go to therapy?

 



162. What did the brain teaser say at the gym?

163. Why was the puzzle piece so popular?

164. What did the locked dungeon door say?

165. Why did the logic puzzle break up with the riddle?

166. What do you call a kingdom made entirely of brain teasers?

Answer Key  
1. D — A puzzling question or statement that requires creative thinking to figure out 

its clever or unexpected answer
2. C — A joke or riddle that plays on the multiple meanings of a word or on words 

that sound alike
3. C — The word 'hands' has a double meaning — clock hands versus human hands

4. A — Words that sound the same when spoken aloud but have different meanings 
and often different spellings

5. C — It uses the double meaning of 'bark' — tree bark versus a dog's bark

6. B — Consider each clue separately — what can 'fly' without literal wings, 'cry' 
without literal eyes, and brings darkness? A cloud fits all three clues

7. 'What is black and white and read all over?' (read/red — a newspaper)

8. Riddle A uses the double meaning of 'teeth' (comb teeth vs. mouth teeth), while 
Riddle B uses the double meaning of 'holding up' (keeping pants up vs. 
committing a robbery)

9. Add more misleading clues that push the solver toward thinking about hearing, 
so the corn 'ears' answer is more surprising

10. It's a strong riddle because it cleverly uses 'head' and 'tail' (coin terms) while 
making you picture a living creature, creating effective misdirection
Matching (Wordplay and Language Riddles): 1→D, 2→B, 3→E, 4→C, 5→A

11. D — A puzzle that requires careful reasoning and deduction to solve, rather than 
wordplay or tricks with language

12. A — Ruling out answers that can't be correct based on the clues, narrowing down 
the possibilities until only one option remains

13. B — Starting with what you know for certain gives you a solid foundation to build 



reasoning on, and prevents you from making assumptions that could lead you 
astray

14. D — The 'Both' box has only apples (since you pulled an apple and the label is 
wrong, it can't actually have both). The 'Oranges' box must have both (wrong 
label). The 'Apples' box must have only oranges (wrong label)

15. D — Ask either guard: 'If I asked the OTHER guard which door leads to freedom, 
which door would they point to?' Then choose the OPPOSITE door from what 
they say

16. C — A statement that seems to contradict itself but actually reveals a deeper 
truth or has a clever resolution

17. Alex has the cat, Jordan has the dog, and Sam has the fish

18. A riddle that requires you to approach the problem from an unexpected angle 
rather than following a straight line of logic

19. Weigh 3 coins vs. 3 coins. If balanced, weigh the remaining 2 against each other. If 
unbalanced, take the heavier group of 3 and weigh 1 vs. 1 — if balanced, the third 
coin is heavy

20. A constraint is a rule that limits what's possible, and constraints are helpful 
because each one eliminates wrong answers, narrowing down the solution
Matching (Logic and Reasoning Riddles): 1→D, 2→B, 3→A, 4→C, 5→E

21. A — A puzzle that uses numbers, arithmetic, or mathematical concepts in a tricky 
or surprising way to challenge your thinking

22. A — The riddle takes advantage of things you automatically assume to be true 
(but aren't stated), leading you to the wrong answer before revealing the trick

23. C — Fill the 5-gallon jug. Pour into the 3-gallon jug until full (leaving 2 gallons in 
the 5). Empty the 3-gallon jug. Pour the 2 gallons into the 3-gallon jug. Fill the 5-
gallon jug again. Pour into the 3-gallon jug until full (it needs 1 more gallon). You 
now have exactly 4 gallons in the 5-gallon jug

24. A — 8 days — the snail gains 1 net foot per day for 7 days (reaching 7 feet), then 
climbs 3 feet on day 8 to reach 10 feet before sliding back

25. A — There IS no missing dollar — the error is in the math setup. The $27 the 
friends paid INCLUDES the bellhop's $2 tip. You should subtract the $2, not add it: 
$27 - $2 = $25 (room cost). The riddle deliberately adds numbers that shouldn't 
be added together

26. D — 20 times — nine appears as the ones digit in 9, 19, 29, 39, 49, 59, 69, 79, 89, 99 
(10 times) and as the tens digit in 90, 91, 92, 93, 94, 95, 96, 97, 98, 99 (10 times), 



with 99 having two 9s
27. A trick question has a deliberately misleading setup where the 'obvious' 

calculation is wrong — the real answer is simpler than expected. A genuine math 
riddle requires real mathematical insight to solve

28. Yes — divide coins into three groups of 4. Each weighing has 3 outcomes (left 
heavy, balanced, right heavy), giving 3³ = 27 possible outcome sequences, which 
is enough to identify 1 of 24 possibilities (12 coins × 2 states)

29. Zero — because 0 is one of the digits, and any number multiplied by 0 equals 0

30. Day 29 — since it doubles every day, the day before it's full must be when it was 
half-full
Matching (Math and Number Riddles): 1→C, 2→D, 3→A, 4→B, 5→E

31. C — A puzzle that challenges your ability to visualize, rotate, or manipulate 
shapes and objects in your mind without physically moving them

32. B — A puzzle where you must move, add, or remove a specific number of 
matchsticks from an arrangement to create a new shape, equation, or pattern

33. D — Yes — build a tetrahedron (3D triangular pyramid). Three matchsticks form 
the base triangle, and three more connect to a point above, creating 4 equilateral 
triangle faces

34. C — Many spatial puzzles have solutions that extend beyond the apparent 
boundaries — people unconsciously restrict themselves to an imaginary box or 
grid that isn't actually part of the rules

35. B — Red is on the right side — with orange facing you and green on top, the four 
sides around the orange face must be green (top), yellow (bottom), red (right), 
and blue (left), since red/blue are opposite and green/yellow are opposite

36. D — A flat 2D pattern that can be folded up to create the 3D shape — like an 
unfolded cardboard box showing all faces laid flat

37. You must extend your lines BEYOND the grid of dots — the solution requires lines 
that go past the outer dots, which most people don't consider because they 
unconsciously stay within the dots' boundaries

38. Mental rotation is the ability to picture an object turning in your mind and 
imagine how it looks from different angles — it helps you recognize that rotated 
or flipped shapes might be identical

39. 8 regions — the four lines from corners to opposite midpoints create a pattern 
that divides the square into 8 smaller regions



40. Rotation turns a shape around a point (like spinning it), keeping the same 
orientation. Reflection flips a shape over a line, creating a mirror image that 
reverses left and right
Matching (Visual and Spatial Riddles): 1→C, 2→A, 3→B, 4→E, 5→D

41. B — A puzzle that presents a mystery scenario with suspects and clues, where the 
solver must use logical deduction to identify who committed the act and how

42. C — An alibi is a claim that a suspect was somewhere else when the event 
occurred — alibis are important because a verified alibi eliminates a suspect, 
while a false alibi makes them more suspicious

43. C — Jordan — they were in the gallery until 3:30 (during the theft window of 3:00-
4:00), while Alex has a confirmed alibi and Sam arrived after the theft

44. C — Motive is WHY someone would commit the act (reason). Means is HOW they 
could do it (tools/ability). Opportunity is WHEN and WHERE they could have 
done it (access and timing)

45. C — The package is an unopened parachute — he jumped from a plane and the 
parachute failed to open

46. D — The pasta and bread together aren't the sole cause (others ate each without 
getting sick). The sick person must have eaten something UNIQUE — check what 
they ordered that nobody else did. The clues suggest something not listed 
(perhaps a special sauce or garnish on their specific dish)

47. She was stabbed with an icicle — the murder weapon melted, leaving only a 
puddle of water and no trace of the weapon. The broken glass is from a window 
that was opened (letting the murderer in) then closed and locked by the victim 
before she collapsed

48. Occam's Razor says the simplest explanation that fits ALL the evidence is most 
likely correct — it helps by preventing you from creating overly complicated 
theories when a simpler one works

49. Amy did it. If Amy did it: Ben says 'I didn't' (true), Carlos says 'I didn't' (true), 
Diana says 'Amy did it' (true), and Amy says 'Ben did it' (lie). That leaves exactly 
one liar — Amy — which matches the clue that exactly one person is lying.

50. Asking who benefits helps identify motive — people are most likely to commit 
acts when they gain something from the outcome, so tracing the benefit points 
toward the culprit
Matching (Mystery and Detective Riddles): 1→D, 2→E, 3→B, 4→A, 5→C

51. A — A puzzle where solving it requires understanding or applying a scientific 



concept
52. D — A map

53. C — A bubble

54. D — Evaporation — water molecules at the surface gain enough energy to escape 
into the air as water vapor

55. B — The match — you must light the match itself before you can light anything 
else

56. B — A postage stamp — it stays on the corner of an envelope while the letter 
travels globally. Understanding mail delivery systems reveals how something 
stationary can 'travel' by being carried.

57. The east side likely receives more morning sunlight (or more total sun hours), 
which gives plants more energy for photosynthesis. A hill, building, or trees on 
the west might cast afternoon shade.

58. Fire — it 'grows' by spreading, needs oxygen from air for combustion, and is 
extinguished by water. Each clue describes a property of the combustion 
chemical reaction.

59. The ice cube on the metal plate melts faster because metal conducts heat from 
the room into the ice much more efficiently than wood. People get tripped up 
because metal 'feels' cold, so they assume it would keep ice frozen longer.

60. In the vacuum, both hit the ground at exactly the same time because gravity 
accelerates all objects equally — the only reason the feather was slower before 
was air resistance.
Matching (Science and Nature Riddles): 1→E, 2→D, 3→A, 4→C, 5→B

61. A — A setup (misdirection or ambiguous framing), a hidden pattern (the actual 
logic or wordplay the solver must discover), and a satisfying reveal (the answer 
that recontextualizes all the clues)

62. D — Convergent riddles have exactly one answer that fits all clues (e.g., 'What has 
keys but no locks?' = a piano). Divergent riddles allow multiple valid 
interpretations (e.g., 'What can you hold without touching?' = your breath, a 
conversation, a grudge).

63. A — The ambiguity pivot is when a riddle uses a word or phrase with two 
meanings, where the solver initially interprets it one way but the answer requires 
the other interpretation. The 'pivot' is the moment the solver's understanding 
flips.

64. B — Clue 1: 'I speak without a mouth' (eliminates most living things, but leaves 



recordings, text, etc.). Clue 2: 'I repeat your words but never learn new ones' 
(eliminates recordings and parrots). Clue 3: 'I live in mountains and empty rooms 
but disappear when you come close' (eliminates all remaining answers except 
echo).

65. A — The riddle is weak because all clues point too obviously to fruit (oranges, 
peaches, and cherries also fit). Stronger version: 'I keep doctors away without a 
prescription, I fell on a famous scientist's head, and my home is in every 
teacher's dream. What am I?' This uses cultural references (the saying, Newton, 
'apple for the teacher') as misdirection.

66. D — The word 'flies' is parsed as a verb (the action of flying) in the setup, but the 
answer reinterprets it as a noun (the insects that surround garbage). The riddle 
exploits syntactic ambiguity — the same word changes grammatical function, 
which is a deeper form of misdirection than simple homophone confusion.

67. All three traditions use personification — describing non-human things using 
human attributes or actions. The Sphinx describes human life stages 
metaphorically, Exeter Book riddles give voices to objects ('I am a wondrous 
creature...'), and nazo-nazo riddles ask objects to describe themselves. 
Personification is the universal engine of riddle-making across cultures.

68. The first clue ('88 keys') carries the most elimination power because the specific 
number 88 almost uniquely identifies a piano. The other clues (pedals, bench) 
are useful but less constraining — many things have pedals or benches. In a 
well-designed riddle, the strongest constraint should come last to maximize the 
aha moment.

69. A meta-riddle is a riddle about riddles themselves — it asks the solver to think 
about the nature, structure, or properties of riddles rather than about a specific 
object or concept. Example: 'What question can you never answer yes to 
honestly?' (Are you asleep?). The 'object' being described IS a property of 
questions.

70. Example: 'Everything I say can be unsaid. I get shorter every time I speak. My 
heart is made of darkness, and when I make a mistake, my best friend erases my 
words. What am I?' This perspective shift makes the solver reimagine familiar 
actions (writing, sharpening, erasing) from the pencil's experience.
Matching (Advanced Riddle Construction and Analysis): 1→C, 2→B, 3→D, 4→A, 
5→E

71. C — Wordplay (puns, double meanings, homophones), Logic (deduction, 
constraints, proofs), Mathematics (number patterns, probability, spatial 
reasoning), Science (natural phenomena, scientific reasoning), and Mystery 
(evidence analysis, alibi evaluation, detective reasoning)



72. B — This riddle combines math (digit relationships and algebra) with logic 
(working through constraints systematically). If the ones digit is x, then tens = x+5 
and hundreds = (x+5)-8 = x-3. For hundreds to be a valid digit (1-9), x must be at 
least 3. If x=3: 850-something doesn't work. If x=3: hundreds=0, invalid. If x=4: 
hundreds=1, tens=9, ones=4 → 194. Checking: 9-4=5 ✓, 9-8=1 ✓. Answer: 194.

73. A — The words 'equal' and 'not' — reading forward, both start with a vowel (E and 
N both serve as starting sounds). But reading backward, 'equal' starts with 'L' 
(lauqe) and 'not' starts with 'T' (ton) — different consonants. The answer 
describes letters and word structure.

74. C — Dave stole the diamond. Testing Dave as the thief: Dave lies, so 'Carol did it' 
is false, meaning Carol is innocent. This is the closest fit to the clues among all 
five suspects, so the intended answer is Dave.

75. D — 'If I asked the OTHER guard which door leads to freedom, what would they 
say?' Then choose the OPPOSITE door. The truth-teller honestly reports the liar's 
wrong answer (pointing to the prison door). The liar dishonestly reports the 
truth-teller's right answer (also pointing to the prison door). Either way, you get 
the wrong door — so you choose the other one.

76. D — A riddle itself — a riddle exists as a puzzle only while unsolved. Once solved, 
the mystery vanishes (though the text remains). Riddles can be shared (told to 
others who haven't heard them), collected (in books), and aged (ancient riddles 
persist) without losing their nature.

77. Weigh 1: Put 3 balls on each side, leave 2 aside. If balanced: the heavy ball is 
among the 2 set aside — weigh them against each other (Weigh 2) to find it. If 
unbalanced: take the heavier group of 3. Weigh 2: Put 1 of those 3 on each side, 
leave 1 aside. If balanced: the one set aside is heavy. If unbalanced: the heavier 
side has it.

78. There is no missing dollar — the riddle uses deliberately misleading arithmetic. 
The guests paid $27 total. Of that $27, $25 went to the hotel and $2 went to the 
bellhop. $25 + $2 = $27 ✓. The trick is adding the bellhop's $2 to the $27 (which 
already includes the $2), creating a meaningless $29. You should subtract the $2, 
not add it.

79. OIL is the guilty person. When you turn '710' upside down, it reads 'OIL'. The victim 
wrote the killer's name in the only way they could — using numbers that look like 
letters when inverted.

80. The midnight addition represents death — when a person has passed away, they 
have no legs at all. The extended riddle covers the full human lifecycle: crawling 
infant (four legs/dawn), walking adult (two legs/noon), elderly person with cane 



(three legs/dusk), and death (no legs/midnight). The day-night cycle becomes a 
complete metaphor for mortality.
Matching (Master Riddler Capstone): 1→D, 2→E, 3→A, 4→C, 5→B

81. A — Thinking creatively by approaching problems from unexpected angles

82. A — He is playing Monopoly

83. B — Your left elbow

84. A — Roosters don't lay eggs

85. C — A towel

86. A — All 12 months

87. Four — the ones you took

88. He kicked it straight up into the air

89. A penny

90. The truck driver is walking, not driving
Matching (Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers): 1→E, 2→B, 3→C, 4→A, 5→D

91. B — 10

92. A — Zero

93. A — 13

94. C — Seven (remove the 's' and it becomes 'even')

95. C — Once — after that you're subtracting from 20, not 25

96. C — It depends on order of operations — half of 2 is 1, plus 2 equals 3; but half of 
(2+2) equals 2

97. There is no missing dollar — the $27 they paid INCLUDES the $2 tip ($25 bill + $2 
tip = $27), so adding the tip again is a trick

98. Zero — because one of the digits is 0, and anything times 0 is 0

99. 5 cents

100. 194
Matching (Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers): 1→C, 2→A, 3→E, 4→B, 5→D

101. A — I

102. A — 48



103. C — Triangle

104. B — 162

105. B — V

106. A — 16

107. 22

108. 17 — these are prime numbers in order

109. N — these are the first letters of One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, Eight, 
Nine

110. 216 — these are perfect cubes (1^3, 2^3, 3^3, 4^3, 5^3, 6^3)
Matching (Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers): 1→E, 2→B, 3→D, 4→A, 5→C

111. C — E

112. D — Substitution cipher

113. D — H

114. D — The Enigma machine

115. B — SOS (... --- ...)

116. B — 3-1-20

117. You get back the original message because 13+13=26, a full alphabet cycle

118. HELLO

119. Because the most common letter in English (E) will still be the most common 
letter in the coded message, just with a different symbol

120. HELP
Matching (Logic Puzzles & Brain Teasers): 1→E, 2→C, 3→D, 4→A, 5→B

121. A — A riddle challenges you to figure out the answer using clues and creative 
thinking, while a regular joke simply delivers a punchline for you

122. C — 'What is black and white and read all over?' (read/red — a newspaper)

123. A — Personification makes you picture a person or living being, which creates 
stronger misdirection when the answer turns out to be an object

124. B — Consider each clue separately — what can 'fly' without literal wings, 'cry' 
without literal eyes, and brings darkness? A cloud fits all three clues



125. B — It would still work because you 'catch' the flu too, but 'a cold' is better 
because the phrase 'catch a cold' is a more common everyday expression that 
people hear without thinking about it

126. A — Example: 'I can go around your finger but I'm not a ring. I circle the Earth but 
never fly. Trees count their years by me. What am I?' (A ring/ring of a tree). The 
riddle works because it first mentions fingers (jewelry ring) then shifts to a 
growth ring, using the same word in a totally different context

127. (B) is more mathematically interesting because it reveals an unexpected self-
referential property — the number describes itself through its digits. (A) is a 
straightforward square root calculation

128. Alliteration is repeating the same beginning sound in nearby words, and in 
riddles it can create rhythm and serve as a clue or misdirection

129. Riddles like 'What has _ but can't _?' all follow the same pattern of naming a 
feature and then denying its expected function

130. It's a wordplay riddle — the answer is 'a map,' which uses the words 'cities,' 
'forests,' and 'water' in their symbolic/representational sense rather than their 
literal sense
Matching (Language Devices): 1→A, 2→E, 3→C, 4→B, 5→D

131. A — A puzzling question or statement that requires creative thinking to figure out 
its clever or unexpected answer

132. C — A joke or riddle that plays on the multiple meanings of a word or on words 
that sound alike

133. B — A technique where the riddle's wording leads you to think about the wrong 
thing, making the real answer surprising

134. B — Look at each important word in the riddle and ask, 'What else could this 
word mean?' — most riddles depend on a word having an unexpected second 
meaning

135. C — Riddle A uses the double meaning of 'teeth' (comb teeth vs. mouth teeth), 
while Riddle B uses the double meaning of 'holding up' (keeping pants up vs. 
committing a robbery)

136. D — Add more misleading clues that push the solver toward thinking about 
hearing, so the corn 'ears' answer is more surprising

137. It's a solid riddle because 'flies' misdirects you toward flying vehicles (like a 
helicopter) when it actually means attracts flies (insects), creating a funny 
surprise



138. A statement that seems to contradict itself but actually reveals a deeper truth or 
has a clever resolution

139. Approach B is more reliable because processing clues one at a time and tracking 
what you've learned prevents you from missing important details or making 
unsupported assumptions

140. Take chicken across. Go back. Take grain across, bring chicken back. Take wolf 
across. Go back. Take chicken across. This keeps unsafe pairs apart
Matching (Language Devices): 1→A, 2→C, 3→B, 4→E, 5→D

141. A — A clue or detail deliberately included to distract you and lead your thinking 
in the wrong direction

142. C — A keyboard — 'keys' (keyboard keys, not door keys), 'space' (space bar, not 
physical room), 'enter' (enter key, not going inside)

143. D — A secret satisfies both conditions: knowing a secret creates an urge to tell 
someone, but once you tell someone, it's no longer a secret — both constraints 
are met simultaneously

144. B — Deductive reasoning reaches conclusions that MUST be true based on the 
given information, while guessing picks an answer without logical justification

145. D — Alex has the cat, Jordan has the dog, and Sam has the fish

146. A — Circle, square — each row shifts the sequence one position to the left, so 
row 3 continues the rotation: triangle, circle, square

147. Switch to Door 2. Your initial choice (Door 1) has a 1/3 probability of being 
correct. The other two doors collectively have 2/3 probability. When the host 
reveals a goat behind Door 3, all of that 2/3 probability concentrates on Door 2. 
Switching gives you 2/3 chance of winning; staying gives you 1/3.

148. There are limited options: since the pattern must be symmetric both horizontally 
and vertically, any square you shade forces its mirror positions to also be 
shaded. The center square counts as one, corners form a group of 4, and edge-
midpoints form groups of 2. Valid 4-square patterns: all 4 corners, or 4 edge 
midpoints (top, bottom, left, right)

149. Motive is WHY someone would commit the act (reason). Means is HOW they could 
do it (tools/ability). Opportunity is WHEN and WHERE they could have done it 
(access and timing)

150. Clue 1: 'I speak without a mouth' (eliminates most living things, but leaves 
recordings, text, etc.). Clue 2: 'I repeat your words but never learn new ones' 
(eliminates recordings and parrots). Clue 3: 'I live in mountains and empty rooms 



but disappear when you come close' (eliminates all remaining answers except 
echo).
Matching (Language Devices): 1→B, 2→D, 3→C, 4→E, 5→A

151. C — Words that sound the same when spoken aloud but have different meanings 
and often different spellings

152. A — It's a strong riddle because it cleverly uses 'head' and 'tail' (coin terms) while 
making you picture a living creature, creating effective misdirection

153. C — A literal riddle describes the answer's actual features in a tricky way, while a 
figurative riddle uses metaphors and comparisons to describe something as if it 
were something else entirely

154. D — Starting with what you know for certain gives you a solid foundation to build 
reasoning on, and prevents you from making assumptions that could lead you 
astray

155. A — There IS no missing dollar — the error is in the math setup. The $27 the 
friends paid INCLUDES the bellhop's $2 tip. You should subtract the $2, not add it: 
$27 - $2 = $25 (room cost). The riddle deliberately adds numbers that shouldn't 
be added together

156. A — There are only 3 people: a grandfather, his son, and his grandson. The son is 
both a father AND a son, so 'two fathers and two sons' describes 3 people, not 4

157. Spatial puzzles strengthen the same mental rotation, visualization, and spatial 
reasoning skills that geometry requires — practicing with puzzles builds the 
brain's ability to think about shapes, angles, and spatial relationships

158. Footsteps — the more steps you take, the more footprints you leave behind. As 
an ecology riddle, it could represent 'ecological footprints' — the more resources 
you consume (take), the more environmental impact (footprints) you leave 
behind.

159. The answer is something natural with features named after human body parts or 
actions — a river (runs, has a mouth and a bed)

160. 'Night' is the strongest answer because it uniquely satisfies all three clues with a 
single consistent interpretation: night 'flies' (passes quickly across the sky as 
Earth rotates), 'cries' (dew forms at night), and darkness literally IS night. 'Cloud' 
and 'storm' only partially fit — clouds have a weaker connection to 'darkness 
follows' and storms don't consistently 'fly without wings.'
Matching (Language Devices): 1→C, 2→A, 3→E, 4→D, 5→B

161. It had too many unresolved issues!
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162. "I really need to exercise my mind!"

163. It always fit right in!

164. "You won't get past me without the right key -- word!"

165. There was no logical reason -- it just didn't make sense!

166. A realm of con-fuse-ion!
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