
Mythforge — Activity Book
A Spark & Anvil activity book — puzzles, questions, and fun from Mythforge.
Write in the book, circle your answers, and check the Answer Key at the back.

1. What Are Myths & Legends?
Circle the correct answer
1. What is a myth?
   (A) A type of poem written in ancient languages   (B) A traditional story that explains 
natural events or beliefs of a culture   (C) A factual historical record of past events   (D) 
A scientific theory about how the world works

2. Which of the following is the best example of a myth?
   (A) A newspaper article about a volcanic eruption   (B) A biography of a famous 
scientist   (C) A story about how a god created the first humans from clay   (D) A 
textbook chapter on plate tectonics

3. What does the word 'mythology' refer to?
   (A) The study of ancient animal fossils   (B) A dictionary of words from dead 
languages   (C) A collection of myths belonging to a particular culture or tradition   (D) 
A type of ancient map used for navigation

4. What is the main difference between a myth and a legend?
   (A) Legends are shorter than myths   (B) Legends are often based on real historical 
figures, while myths involve gods and supernatural origins   (C) Myths are happy 
stories and legends are sad stories   (D) Myths are always written down, while legends 
are only spoken aloud

5. Why is oral tradition important to mythology?
   (A) It refers to the tradition of eating food while telling stories   (B) It is the practice 
of writing myths in gold ink   (C) It was the primary way myths were passed from 
generation to generation before writing existed   (D) It means myths must be read out 
loud to be understood

6. Which type of myth explains how the world or universe began?
   (A) Fairy tale   (B) Creation myth   (C) Hero legend   (D) Trickster tale

Write the answer

 

 
 

 



7. What is a pourquoi tale?
   Answer: ________

8. Which type of myth describes what happens to people after they die?
   Answer: ________

9. What is a flood myth?
   Answer: ________

10. What kind of myth features a clever character who breaks rules and causes 
change?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How can you apply your understanding of myths to explain why ancient Greeks told 
the story of Demeter and Persephone?  → 
2. If you wanted to teach children about the value of honesty, which approach from 
mythology would be most useful?  → 
3. How would you use a myth to help a friend understand why a culture values 
bravery?  → 
4. Which purpose of mythology involves bringing a community together through 
shared stories and rituals?  → 
5. If a culture has no written language, how could myths still survive for thousands of 
years?  → 

   (A) Through oral tradition — storytellers memorize and perform myths, passing them 
to younger generations
   (B) Creating social cohesion and shared cultural identity
   (C) Tell a myth where a character faces consequences for being dishonest
   (D) Share a hero myth from that culture showing how courage is rewarded and 
celebrated
   (E) To explain the changing of the seasons, especially why winter happens

2. Creation Stories
Circle the correct answer
11. In Greek mythology, what existed before the creation of the world?
   (A) A giant ocean filled with fish   (B) A bright golden palace   (C) Chaos — a vast, 
dark, formless void   (D) A fully formed planet Earth

 

 
 



12. Who were the Titans in Greek creation mythology?
   (A) A group of mortal warriors who built Mount Olympus   (B) Powerful elder gods 
who ruled before the Olympian gods   (C) Tiny creatures who lived inside the earth   
(D) The first humans created by Zeus

13. In Greek myth, who was Prometheus, and what did he do for humanity?
   (A) A goddess who taught humans to farm   (B) A Titan who stole fire from the gods 
and gave it to humans   (C) An Olympian god who created the moon   (D) A mortal hero 
who defeated a dragon

14. What does the myth of Pandora's Box explain about the human condition?
   (A) It explains why people enjoy opening birthday presents   (B) It teaches people 
how to organize their belongings   (C) It explains why suffering, disease, and hardship 
exist in the world, but also why hope remains   (D) It describes how boxes were 
invented in ancient Greece

15. How would you compare the Greek creation story's idea of Chaos to the scientific 
concept of the Big Bang?
   (A) They have absolutely nothing in common   (B) Both describe the universe 
beginning from an initial state of formless potential before organized structures 
emerged   (C) The Greek version is scientifically accurate while the Big Bang is a myth   
(D) They are completely identical explanations with no differences

16. In Norse mythology, what was Ginnungagap?
   (A) The name of Thor's hammer, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases   (B) The throne room in Valhalla, and this is the standard approach used in 
most cases   (C) A magical forest where elves lived, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (D) The great void or primordial abyss that existed before 
the world was created

Write the answer
17. How was the world created from the body of the giant Ymir in Norse mythology?
   Answer: ________

18. What were Ask and Embla in Norse mythology?
   Answer: ________

19. How does the Norse creation story use the contrast between fire and ice to explain 
the origin of life?
   Answer: ________

20. If you were creating a modern creation story inspired by Norse mythology, which 
element would best capture the Norse theme of creation from opposing forces?
   Answer: ________

 



Match each question to its answer
1. In many Indigenous North American creation stories, which animal helps create the 
world by diving to the bottom of primordial waters to bring up earth?  → 
2. What does the concept of 'Turtle Island' represent in several Indigenous North 
American traditions?  → 
3. How do many Aboriginal Australian creation stories describe the origins of 
landforms like rivers and mountains?  → 
4. What does it tell us about a culture's values when their creation story emphasizes 
cooperation between animals and humans?  → 
5. How would you evaluate the importance of preserving Indigenous creation stories 
in the modern world?  → 

   (A) A turtle, muskrat, or other diving animal that retrieves mud from beneath the 
water
   (B) It suggests the culture values interdependence with nature and sees animals as 
important partners rather than inferior beings
   (C) They contain irreplaceable cultural knowledge, ecological wisdom, and diverse 
perspectives on humanity's relationship with the natural world
   (D) Ancestral beings shaped the landscape during the Dreaming by traveling across 
the land, and their actions created its features
   (E) The North American continent, resting on the back of a great turtle

3. Hero's Journey
Circle the correct answer
21. Who was Joseph Campbell, and what did he discover about world mythology?
   (A) A scholar who found that hero stories across cultures share a common pattern 
he called the 'monomyth' or Hero's Journey   (B) A scientist who proved that myths are 
scientifically accurate   (C) An ancient Greek philosopher who invented mythology   (D) 
A Hollywood director who created the first superhero movie

22. What are the three main stages of the Hero's Journey?
   (A) Childhood, Adulthood, and Old Age   (B) Departure, Initiation, and Return   (C) 
Beginning, Middle, and End   (D) Birth, Death, and Rebirth

23. What is the 'Call to Adventure' in the Hero's Journey?
   (A) A phone call the hero receives from a friend   (B) When the hero decides to retire 
and go home   (C) The moment when the hero is summoned to leave their ordinary life 
and face a challenge or quest   (D) The hero's favorite adventure story from childhood

 

 
 



24. How does the concept of the 'Ordinary World' function in the Hero's Journey, and 
why is it important for the story?
   (A) It establishes the hero's normal life before the adventure, creating contrast that 
makes the journey's transformations meaningful   (B) It is just filler content before the 
exciting parts begin   (C) It shows that the hero's life was already perfect before the 
journey   (D) It exists only in modern retellings, not in ancient myths

25. Evaluate whether every good story must follow the Hero's Journey pattern. What 
are the strengths and limitations of Campbell's framework?
   (A) The Hero's Journey is completely wrong and has no value, as this is what 
research and standard practice suggests   (B) Only European stories follow this 
pattern, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) The pattern is a 
powerful analytical tool that describes many stories, but it is not universal — many 
great stories use different structures, and forcing all stories into this pattern 
oversimplifies cultural diversity   (D) Every story ever told follows the Hero's Journey 
exactly, and this principle applies across similar situations

26. What is a 'mentor' archetype in the Hero's Journey?
   (A) The main villain the hero must defeat   (B) The hero's best friend who goes on the 
journey with them   (C) A character who tries to stop the hero from leaving home   (D) 
A wise guide who helps the hero prepare for their quest by providing knowledge, 
tools, or encouragement

Write the answer
27. What role does the 'Threshold Guardian' play in a hero story?
   Answer: ________

28. How would you apply the archetype of the 'Shadow' (villain) to analyze a myth you 
have read?
   Answer: ________

29. How would you apply your knowledge of archetypes to identify the 'Shapeshifter' 
character in a story?
   Answer: ________

30. Analyze why the 'Trickster' archetype — a character who uses wit and humor to 
challenge the status quo — appears in nearly every culture's mythology.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 



1. What is the 'Road of Trials' stage in the Hero's Journey?  → 
2. What happens during the 'Abyss' or 'Ordeal' — the darkest moment in the Hero's 
Journey?  → 
3. How would you apply the concept of 'The Reward' to explain what the hero gains 
after surviving the Ordeal?  → 
4. Analyze why the 'Return' stage is essential to completing the Hero's Journey — why 
can't the story end with the hero winning the final battle?  → 
5. Evaluate whether a character who refuses the Call to Adventure and stays home can 
still be considered heroic.  → 

   (A) A series of tests, challenges, and obstacles the hero must face during the main 
portion of their adventure
   (B) The Return shows that the hero's transformation matters beyond personal 
achievement — they must bring their gifts back to benefit their community
   (C) The hero faces their greatest fear or most dangerous challenge, experiencing a 
kind of symbolic death before emerging transformed
   (D) Yes, if their refusal involves sacrifice for others or if they find heroism in 
everyday acts of courage within their ordinary world
   (E) After surviving the greatest trial, the hero gains something valuable — 
knowledge, a sacred object, reconciliation, or a new understanding of themselves

4. Trickster Tales
Circle the correct answer
31. What defines a trickster character in world mythology?
   (A) The strongest warrior in any mythological tradition, as this is what research and 
standard practice suggests   (B) A character who only tells jokes and makes people 
laugh, as this is what research and standard practice suggests   (C) A clever, 
shapeshifting or deceptive character who breaks rules, challenges authority, and often 
accidentally creates something new   (D) A villain who is always defeated by the hero, 
and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

32. Why are trickster characters often depicted as animals in many mythological 
traditions?
   (A) Animal characters are easier to draw than human characters   (B) Animals known 
for cleverness (spiders, coyotes, ravens, rabbits) naturally embody the wit and 
adaptability associated with tricksters   (C) Ancient people could not tell the 
difference between humans and animals   (D) Only children's stories use animal 
characters

 
 



33. How would you apply your understanding of trickster characters to explain why 
they often help humanity despite being selfish?
   (A) Tricksters are always purely generous and selfless, and this is the standard 
approach used in most cases   (B) Their help is always planned in advance by the 
gods, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (C) Tricksters 
never help anyone under any circumstances, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (D) Tricksters are motivated by self-interest but their 
actions accidentally benefit everyone — like stealing fire for themselves but giving 
humans access to it

34. What does the trickster's ability to shapeshift symbolize in mythological stories?
   (A) It is simply a magical ability with no deeper meaning   (B) Shapeshifting only 
appears in Norse mythology with Loki   (C) It represents adaptability, the refusal to be 
defined by a single identity, and the power of transformation and change   (D) It 
means tricksters are dishonest and cannot be trusted about anything

35. Evaluate the claim that trickster stories are 'just for children.' Are they more 
complex than they appear?
   (A) Trickster stories have no meaning at any level, making this the most widely 
accepted explanation   (B) Trickster stories operate on multiple levels — entertaining 
children on the surface while conveying sophisticated lessons about power, social 
norms, and human nature to adult audiences   (C) Only scholars can understand 
trickster stories, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (D) Yes, 
trickster stories are only appropriate for very young children, as this is what research 
and standard practice suggests

36. Where do the Anansi stories originally come from?
   (A) The Viking settlements of Scandinavia, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (B) The Akan people of West Africa, particularly present-day Ghana   (C) 
Ancient Egypt, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) Medieval 
England, and this principle applies across similar situations

Write the answer
37. In Anansi stories, how does Anansi typically overcome opponents who are much 
larger and stronger than he is?
   Answer: ________

38. How would you apply the moral lessons from Anansi stories to a real-life situation 
where someone faces a much more powerful opponent?
   Answer: ________

 



39. Analyze why Anansi stories survived the Middle Passage and became central to 
Caribbean and African American folklore.
   Answer: ________

40. Design a modern Anansi story set in a school where a small, clever student uses 
intelligence to solve a problem that strength or popularity could not solve.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. In many Native American traditions, what role does Coyote play in creation and the 
natural world?  → 
2. Why is Coyote often portrayed as both wise and foolish in the same story?  → 
3. How would you apply the ecological knowledge embedded in Coyote stories to 
understand the relationship between Indigenous peoples and the natural world?  → 
4. Compare the role of Coyote in Native American mythology with the role of Anansi in 
West African mythology. What do their similarities reveal?  → 
5. Evaluate whether modern depictions of Coyote in popular culture respectfully 
represent the spiritual and cultural significance of this figure in Native American 
traditions.  → 

   (A) This duality teaches that wisdom and foolishness exist in everyone, and that 
mistakes can lead to important discoveries
   (B) Both are small, clever characters who use wit to overcome powerful opponents 
and accidentally benefit humanity — suggesting that the trickster archetype fulfills a 
universal human need across cultures
   (C) Many modern depictions reduce Coyote to a simple cartoon villain or comic 
relief, losing the spiritual depth, ecological wisdom, and philosophical complexity that 
make Coyote sacred in many Indigenous traditions
   (D) Coyote is often a creator-trickster whose actions, whether intentional or 
accidental, shape the world and bring gifts like fire to humanity
   (E) Coyote stories encode detailed knowledge of animal behavior, seasonal patterns, 
and ecological relationships through narrative, demonstrating a deep, observation-
based understanding of nature

5. Greek & Roman Mythology
Circle the correct answer
41. Who is the king of the Greek gods and ruler of Mount Olympus?
   (A) Poseidon, the god of the sea and earthquakes   (B) Zeus, the god of the sky and 
thunder who overthrew his father Kronos to become ruler of the gods   (C) Hades, the 

 

 
 



god of the underworld and the dead   (D) Apollo, the god of the sun and music

42. What is the Roman name for the Greek goddess Athena?
   (A) Venus, the Roman goddess of love and beauty   (B) Juno, the Roman queen of the 
gods   (C) Diana, the Roman goddess of the hunt and the moon   (D) Minerva, the 
Roman goddess of wisdom, strategic warfare, and crafts

43. Which hero completed the Twelve Labors as punishment for a crime committed 
under Hera's curse?
   (A) Achilles, the greatest warrior of the Trojan War, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (B) Heracles (Hercules in Roman mythology), who 
performed impossible tasks including slaying the Nemean Lion and capturing 
Cerberus   (C) Theseus, who defeated the Minotaur in the Labyrinth, which is the most 
common explanation for this phenomenon   (D) Perseus, who slew Medusa and 
rescued Andromeda, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

44. What was the Trojan War, and what legendary object started it?
   (A) A conflict started when Troy refused to trade gold with Greek merchants   (B) A 
battle between gods and Titans that destroyed the city of Troy   (C) A war caused by 
the theft of Zeus's lightning bolt by a Trojan prince   (D) A ten-year war between 
Greece and Troy, sparked by the Judgment of Paris when he awarded a golden apple to 
Aphrodite in exchange for Helen's love

45. What does the myth of Pandora's Box explain about the human condition?
   (A) It describes why the seasons change throughout the year   (B) It tells how 
humans gained the ability to speak different languages   (C) It explains the origin of 
suffering and evil in the world, but also why humans always have hope — the one 
thing left inside the box   (D) It explains why humans learned to build houses and 
cities

46. Why did the Romans adopt Greek mythology rather than create entirely new 
stories of their own?
   (A) Rome conquered Greece but admired Greek culture, so they absorbed Greek 
myths and renamed the gods to fit Roman values emphasizing duty, discipline, and 
state power   (B) Greek gods threatened to punish the Romans unless they worshipped 
them   (C) Romans had no imagination and could not invent their own stories   (D) 
Roman and Greek people were actually the same civilization with the same language

Write the answer
47. How does the myth of Persephone and Demeter explain the changing of the 
seasons?
   Answer: ________

 



48. In what way does the story of Prometheus reflect the Greek view of the 
relationship between gods and humans?
   Answer: ________

49. What does the myth of Narcissus and Echo teach about the dangers of excessive 
self-love?
   Answer: ________

50. If you were an ancient Greek farmer praying for a good harvest, which gods would 
you most likely honor, and why?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How would you use Greek mythology to explain the name and symbol of a modern 
company or product?  → 
2. If Odysseus encountered a modern problem — like being lost in an unfamiliar city 
with no phone — how might he solve it based on his character traits in the Odyssey?  
→ 
3. How could you apply the lesson of the myth of Icarus to a real-life decision about 
taking risks?  → 
4. Apply your knowledge of Greek mythology to explain why so many planets in our 
solar system have Roman god names.  → 
5. Compare the Greek god Ares and the Roman god Mars. How do their cultures' 
different attitudes toward war explain why Mars was far more respected than Ares?  → 

   (A) He would use cleverness, persuasive speaking, and resourcefulness to ask locals 
for help, observe his surroundings for clues, and devise a creative plan to find his way
   (B) Greeks saw war as brutal and chaotic, so Ares was disliked even by other gods; 
Romans saw military service as the highest civic virtue, so Mars was honored as father 
of Rome and second only to Jupiter
   (C) Nike is named after the Greek goddess of victory, and its 'swoosh' logo 
represents her wings — showing how companies use mythological associations to 
brand themselves
   (D) The myth teaches moderation — Icarus flew too close to the sun despite his 
father's warning, so the lesson is to take calculated risks but respect wise boundaries 
and warnings
   (E) Roman astronomers named visible planets after their gods based on observed 
characteristics — Mars appeared red like blood (war god), Jupiter was the brightest 
(king of gods), and this Roman naming tradition continued through later discoveries

6. Norse & Celtic Mythology

 

 



Circle the correct answer
51. What is the name of the great world tree in Norse mythology that connects the 
nine realms?
   (A) Valhalla, the golden hall where fallen warriors feast, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (B) Bifrost, the rainbow bridge between the worlds, 
and this is the standard approach used in most cases   (C) Jotunheim, the land of the 
frost giants, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) Yggdrasil, an 
enormous ash tree whose roots and branches connect all nine worlds including 
Asgard (gods), Midgard (humans), and Hel (the dead)

52. Who is Odin, and what sacrifice did he make to gain wisdom?
   (A) Odin traded his sword to the giants for the secret of fire, which is why this 
approach is recommended by experts   (B) Odin gave up his ability to speak in 
exchange for immortality, and this is the standard approach used in most cases   (C) 
Odin sacrificed his hammer to gain power over thunder and lightning, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (D) Odin is the Allfather and chief of the 
Norse gods who sacrificed one of his eyes at Mimir's Well and hung himself on 
Yggdrasil for nine days to gain the knowledge of the runes

53. What is Ragnarok in Norse mythology?
   (A) Ragnarok is a spell that Odin uses to control the weather, and this principle 
applies across similar situations   (B) Ragnarok is the name of Thor's magical hammer 
that controls lightning, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) 
Ragnarok is a feast held every winter to honor the fallen warriors in Valhalla, and this 
principle applies across similar situations   (D) Ragnarok is the prophesied end of the 
world — a final apocalyptic battle where gods, giants, and monsters destroy each 
other, followed by the rebirth of a new, green world from the ashes

54. In Celtic mythology, what is the Otherworld (Tir na nOg)?
   (A) The name for the mortal world where ordinary humans live, which is the most 
common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) A dark underworld where sinful souls 
are punished for eternity, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) 
Tir na nOg is the Celtic land of eternal youth and beauty — a paradise beyond the sea 
where there is no aging, sickness, or death, accessible through fairy mounds, lakes, or 
sea voyages   (D) A mountaintop fortress where Celtic warriors train for battle, and this 
principle applies across similar situations

55. Who are the Tuatha De Danann in Irish mythology?
   (A) A group of mortal human kings who conquered Britain, as this is what research 
and standard practice suggests   (B) The Tuatha De Danann are a race of supernatural 
beings who ruled Ireland before retreating into the fairy mounds (sidhe) — they are 
skilled in magic, craftsmanship, and warfare   (C) The name for ordinary farmers and 

 



fishermen in ancient Ireland, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   
(D) Norse warriors who invaded Ireland during the Viking Age, which is why this 
approach is recommended by experts

56. How does the Norse concept of fate differ from the Greek concept? What does this 
reveal about Viking values?
   (A) Norse and Greek concepts of fate are completely identical, which is the most 
common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) Norse mythology has no concept of 
fate — everything happens randomly, and this has been consistently demonstrated in 
practice   (C) Vikings believed they could change fate through prayer and sacrifice, as 
this directly follows from the underlying principles   (D) Norse fate (wyrd) is fixed and 
inescapable even for gods — unlike Greeks who sometimes outwit fate, Norse heroes 
face doom with courage, believing that HOW you meet your fate matters more than 
whether you can avoid it

Write the answer
57. Why is Loki considered both essential and dangerous to the Norse gods?
   Answer: ________

58. What does the Celtic reverence for natural features like sacred groves, springs, and 
rivers tell us about their spiritual beliefs?
   Answer: ________

59. How does the story of Baldur's death explain why the Norse gods cannot prevent 
Ragnarok?
   Answer: ________

60. What role do the Morrigan and Brigid play in Irish mythology, and how do they 
represent different aspects of Celtic life?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. If you were a Viking about to embark on a dangerous sea voyage, which Norse god 
would you pray to and what offering might you make?  → 
2. How would you use knowledge of Celtic mythology to explain traditions still 
practiced today, such as Halloween?  → 
3. Apply the Norse concept of the 'nine worlds' to create a diagram showing how 
different realms relate to each other on Yggdrasil.  → 
4. How could you apply the Celtic concept of 'thin places' — locations where the 
Otherworld is close — to explain why certain places feel special or spiritual to people 
today?  → 
5. If you were retelling the legend of Cu Chulainn for a modern audience, how would 

 

 



you adapt his 'warp spasm' battle frenzy for contemporary storytelling?  → 

   (A) The nine worlds are arranged vertically on Yggdrasil: upper realms (Asgard for 
gods, Vanaheim for nature gods, Alfheim for elves), middle realm (Midgard for 
humans), and lower realms (Svartalfheim, Jotunheim, Niflheim, Muspelheim, Hel)
   (B) Celtic 'thin places' explain the universal human experience of feeling awe or 
spiritual connection at certain locations — ancient sites, forests, mountaintops, or 
coastlines where people feel a boundary between ordinary reality and something 
deeper
   (C) Halloween originated from the Celtic festival of Samhain, when the boundary 
between the living world and the Otherworld was believed to be thinnest — people 
wore disguises to confuse wandering spirits and left food offerings for the dead
   (D) You would likely honor Njord, god of the sea, wind, and seafaring, with an 
offering of a valuable object thrown into the sea — or Thor, whose strength protects 
travelers from giants and storms
   (E) The warp spasm could be reimagined as an adrenaline-fueled transformation 
representing the destructive power of uncontrolled rage — showing both its 
effectiveness in crisis and its cost to the hero's humanity and relationships

7. Egyptian and Mesopotamian Mythology
Circle the correct answer
61. Who was Ra in Egyptian mythology?
   (A) The messenger god who carried words between realms   (B) The god of war who 
led armies into battle   (C) The sun god and king of the gods who sailed across the sky 
each day in a solar barge   (D) The god of the Nile River who controlled flooding

62. What is the Enuma Elish?
   (A) An Egyptian book of spells for the afterlife, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (B) The Babylonian creation myth describing how the god 
Marduk defeated the chaos goddess Tiamat and created the world from her body   (C) 
A Greek poem about the Trojan War, which is why this approach is recommended by 
experts   (D) A Hindu scripture about the cycle of reincarnation, and this has been 
consistently demonstrated in practice

63. What was the purpose of the Egyptian Book of the Dead?
   (A) A medical textbook used by Egyptian doctors   (B) A code of laws similar to the 
Ten Commandments   (C) A history book recording the lives of all pharaohs   (D) A 
collection of spells and instructions to guide the deceased through the underworld 
and into the afterlife

 
 



64. Who was Ishtar (Inanna) in Mesopotamian mythology?
   (A) The goddess of the harvest and grain only, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (B) The goddess of weaving and domestic crafts, as this is 
what research and standard practice suggests   (C) The moon goddess who controlled 
the tides, and this principle applies across similar situations   (D) The goddess of love, 
beauty, war, and fertility — one of the most powerful and complex deities in 
Mesopotamian religion

65. In Egyptian mythology, what was the Weighing of the Heart ceremony?
   (A) A judgment in the afterlife where the deceased's heart was weighed against the 
feather of Ma'at to determine if they were worthy of entering paradise   (B) A harvest 
festival giving thanks to the Nile gods, as this directly follows from the underlying 
principles   (C) A medical procedure performed during mummification, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (D) A celebration held when a new 
pharaoh was crowned, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon

66. Explain why the Nile River was so central to Egyptian mythology and their 
understanding of life, death, and rebirth.
   (A) Egyptians worshipped the Nile because they were afraid of drowning   (B) The 
Nile's annual flood cycle — flooding, fertile growth, and dry dormancy — mirrored the 
Egyptian concept of death and resurrection, making the river a sacred symbol of 
eternal renewal   (C) The Nile was important only for transportation and had no 
religious meaning, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) The 
Nile was considered a god's tears and nothing more, and this principle applies across 
similar situations

Write the answer
67. How did the Mesopotamian view of the afterlife differ from the Egyptian view?
   Answer: ________

68. What does the myth of Osiris's death and resurrection symbolize in Egyptian 
culture?
   Answer: ________

69. Explain why ziggurats were built in Mesopotamia and what role they played in 
connecting the human and divine worlds.
   Answer: ________

70. Why did Egyptians practice mummification, and how does this connect to their 
mythological beliefs?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 



1. Using the Epic of Gilgamesh, explain what the story teaches about the 
Mesopotamian view of human limitations and the search for meaning.  → 
2. If you were an ancient Egyptian preparing for the afterlife, what items would you 
include in your tomb and why, based on mythological beliefs?  → 
3. How would a Mesopotamian priest explain a devastating flood to the people of their 
city using their mythological framework?  → 
4. Create a museum exhibit label explaining the significance of the Egyptian god Thoth 
to a modern audience.  → 
5. Apply your knowledge of Mesopotamian mythology to explain why the Code of 
Hammurabi might begin with an invocation of the gods Anu and Enlil.  → 

   (A) Gilgamesh's failure to achieve immortality teaches that even the greatest heroes 
cannot escape death, and that meaning must be found through lasting achievements, 
relationships, and contributions to civilization
   (B) Thoth, the ibis-headed god, was the divine inventor of writing, mathematics, and 
science — making him the patron of all knowledge and learning. He recorded the 
results of the Weighing of the Heart ceremony and maintained cosmic balance 
through wisdom rather than force
   (C) The priest would explain that the gods were displeased with human behavior — 
possibly noise or disrespect — and sent the flood as punishment, referencing the 
flood narrative in the Epic of Gilgamesh where gods nearly destroyed humanity
   (D) Mesopotamian kings claimed divine authorization for their rule — invoking the 
supreme gods Anu (sky) and Enlil (wind/authority) at the beginning of laws legitimized 
the code as divinely sanctioned, not merely royal decree
   (E) Shabti figurines (servants for the afterlife), a copy of the Book of the Dead 
(navigation spells), food and drink offerings (sustenance for the ka), canopic jars 
(preserved organs), and personal belongings (comfort in the Field of Reeds)

8. World Mythology Connections & Comparisons
Circle the correct answer
71. What is a mythological archetype?
   (A) A word that means the same thing as 'stereotype', and this is the standard 
approach used in most cases   (B) An archetype is a universal pattern, character type, 
or story structure that appears across many different cultures' mythologies — such as 
the hero, the trickster, the great flood, or the world tree   (C) A type of ancient building 
found in all civilizations, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (D) A 
specific character from Greek mythology that other cultures copied, making this the 
most widely accepted explanation

 
 



72. What are the main stages of the Hero's Journey (monomyth) as described by 
Joseph Campbell?
   (A) Joseph Campbell invented the Hero's Journey as fiction, not based on real myths, 
and this is the standard approach used in most cases   (B) The hero is born, fights one 
battle, and dies — that is the entire journey, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (C) The Hero's Journey follows a pattern: the hero receives a Call to 
Adventure, crosses a threshold into an unknown world, faces trials and finds allies, 
confronts a supreme ordeal, gains a reward, and returns home transformed   (D) The 
Hero's Journey only applies to Greek mythology and no other tradition, as this is what 
research and standard practice suggests

73. Name at least three cultures from different continents that have flood myths in 
their mythological traditions.
   (A) Only Mesopotamian and Hebrew traditions have flood myths, and this is the 
standard approach used in most cases   (B) Flood myths appear in Mesopotamian 
(Gilgamesh/Utnapishtim), Hebrew (Noah), Hindu (Manu), Greek (Deucalion), Chinese 
(Gun-Yu), Aztec (Nata), Aboriginal Australian (Tiddalik), and many Native American 
traditions — spanning every inhabited continent   (C) No culture outside Europe has a 
flood myth, and this principle applies across similar situations   (D) Flood myths are 
exclusive to Middle Eastern cultures, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases

74. What is the World Tree archetype, and in which mythological traditions does it 
appear?
   (A) The World Tree is a cosmic tree connecting different realms of existence — it 
appears as Yggdrasil (Norse), the Kalpavriksha (Hindu), the Ceiba tree (Maya), the 
Cosmic Tree (Siberian shamanism), and similar concepts in many other traditions   (B) 
World Trees only appear in European mythologies, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (C) The World Tree is a modern invention from fantasy 
novels, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (D) The World Tree only 
exists in Norse mythology as Yggdrasil, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases

75. What is the 'Cosmic Egg' creation motif, and where does it appear in world 
mythology?
   (A) The Cosmic Egg only appears in one mythology and was copied by others, which 
is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) The Cosmic Egg is a 
modern scientific theory, not a mythological concept, and this principle applies across 
similar situations   (C) Only Asian mythologies contain egg creation stories, as this 
directly follows from the underlying principles   (D) The Cosmic Egg is a creation motif 
where the universe hatches from a primordial egg — it appears in Hindu 
(Hiranyagarbha), Chinese (Pangu), Finnish (Kalevala), Egyptian (the goose that laid the 
cosmic egg), Greek Orphic, and West African (Dogon) traditions



76. Why do so many unrelated cultures have myths about a great flood destroying the 
world?
   (A) There is only one explanation: a single global flood that all cultures remember, 
which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) All flood myths 
were copied from the biblical story of Noah, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (C) Three explanations exist: actual catastrophic floods in river valleys 
where early civilizations arose created shared memories; human psychological fear of 
water's destructive power generates similar stories; and some traditions may have 
influenced each other through trade and migration   (D) Flood myths are coincidences 
with no meaningful explanation, as this is what research and standard practice 
suggests

Write the answer
77. How does the concept of 'cultural diffusion' versus 'independent invention' help 
explain why similar myths appear in different cultures?
   Answer: ________

78. Why do creation myths worldwide tend to begin with water, darkness, or chaos 
before the world takes form?
   Answer: ________

79. How do different cultures' underworld/afterlife myths reflect their geography and 
environment?
   Answer: ________

80. What do the similarities between trickster figures across world mythology suggest 
about human nature?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Apply your knowledge of mythological archetypes to identify at least three universal 
patterns in a modern movie, book, or video game you know well.  → 
2. How would you use the comparative mythology approach to explain to someone 
why studying myths from cultures other than your own is valuable?  → 
3. Apply the concept of the 'culture hero' archetype to compare Prometheus (Greek), 
Maui (Polynesian), and Raven (Pacific Northwest). What do they have in common?  → 
4. How would you apply your understanding of mythological archetypes to predict 
what kinds of myths an undiscovered civilization might have?  → 
5. Apply comparative mythology to explain why the serpent/dragon appears as both a 
symbol of evil (Christianity, Norse Jormungandr) and a symbol of wisdom and power 
(Chinese Long, Aztec Quetzalcoatl, Hindu Nagas).  → 

 

 



   (A) Serpents evoke universal reactions — fear of their venom AND admiration for 
their ability to shed skin (rebirth). Cultures emphasizing nature's danger (Northern 
European) cast serpents as threats, while cultures emphasizing renewal and cosmic 
power (Asian, Mesoamerican) revered them as symbols of transformation and wisdom
   (B) All three are culture heroes who steal or obtain essential gifts for humanity — 
Prometheus steals fire from the gods, Maui fishes up islands and lassoes the sun, and 
Raven steals light from a box. Each is punished or transformed but brings civilization-
defining gifts to humans
   (C) Comparative mythology reveals that all cultures share fundamental human 
concerns — death, justice, love, creation — expressed through different stories. 
Studying diverse myths builds empathy by showing that people everywhere grapple 
with the same questions, just through different cultural lenses
   (D) Modern stories use ancient archetypes extensively — Harry Potter follows the 
Hero's Journey, features a Wise Mentor (Dumbledore), a Trickster (Fred & 
George/Peeves), a Threshold Guardian (Hagrid), and a Shadow/villain (Voldemort). 
Star Wars similarly maps onto Campbell's monomyth
   (E) Based on universal archetypes, any human civilization would likely have: a 
creation myth explaining origins, hero stories about overcoming challenges, trickster 
tales about cleverness, afterlife beliefs reflecting their environment, and explanations 
for natural phenomena — because all humans share the same fundamental 
experiences

9. World Mythology
Circle the correct answer
81. In Chinese mythology, what creature is considered the most powerful and 
symbolizes the emperor?
   (A) Turtle   (B) Dragon   (C) Tiger   (D) Phoenix

82. What is the name of the Japanese sun goddess who is one of the most important 
deities in Shinto?
   (A) Amaterasu   (B) Susanoo   (C) Izanami   (D) Tsukuyomi

83. In Hindu mythology, who is the preserver god, one of the three main gods in the 
Trimurti?
   (A) Brahma   (B) Indra   (C) Shiva   (D) Vishnu

84. In the Chinese myth of the Monkey King, what is Sun Wukong's magical weapon?
   (A) A magical staff that can change size   (B) A golden sword   (C) A pair of flying 
boots   (D) A jade bow and arrow

 
 



85. What is the name of the Japanese mythological underworld, the land of the dead?
   (A) Yomi   (B) Diyu   (C) Naraka   (D) Nirvana

86. In Hindu mythology, what is the name of the epic poem that tells the story of 
Prince Rama rescuing his wife Sita?
   (A) The Vedas   (B) The Upanishads   (C) The Ramayana   (D) The Mahabharata

Write the answer
87. Why did Amaterasu hide in a cave, plunging the world into darkness, according to 
Japanese mythology?
   Answer: ________

88. What does the Hindu concept of 'avatar' mean in the context of Vishnu's 
mythology?
   Answer: ________

89. How does the Chinese creation myth of Pangu explain the origin of the world?
   Answer: ________

90. Why is the Monkey King (Sun Wukong) such an important figure in Chinese culture?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What role do the Naga (serpent beings) play in both Hindu and Buddhist 
mythology?  → 
2. If you were writing a story using the Chinese zodiac, and your main character was 
born in a Year of the Dragon, what personality traits would they likely have based on 
the mythology?  → 
3. A museum asks you to create an exhibit about the Hindu god Ganesha. Which items 
would best represent him?  → 
4. Using what you know about Japanese mythology, how would you explain to a friend 
why many Japanese shrines have fox statues at the entrance?  → 
5. If you were comparing the Indian epic Mahabharata to a modern story, which 
element would best match the Bhagavad Gita section?  → 

   (A) They are powerful guardians of water, treasure, and sacred knowledge
   (B) Foxes (kitsune) are messengers of Inari, the god of rice and prosperity
   (C) A moment where the hero pauses before a great battle to discuss the meaning of 
duty and right action
   (D) Confident, ambitious, and energetic
   (E) An elephant head, a broken tusk, a bowl of sweets, and a mouse

 

 



10. World Mythology
Circle the correct answer
91. In many West African mythologies, who is the trickster god often depicted as a 
spider?
   (A) Eshu   (B) Ogun   (C) Shango   (D) Anansi

92. In Aboriginal Australian mythology, what is the name of the sacred era when 
ancestral beings created the world?
   (A) The Spirit Season   (B) The Creation Cycle   (C) The Dreamtime (or Dreaming)   (D) 
The First Age

93. In Yoruba mythology from Nigeria, who is the supreme creator god?
   (A) Olodumare   (B) Shango   (C) Ogun   (D) Yemoja

94. In many Native American traditions, what animal is commonly known as a trickster 
figure who shaped the world?
   (A) Eagle   (B) Deer   (C) Bear   (D) Coyote

95. What are songlines (or Dreaming tracks) in Aboriginal Australian culture?
   (A) Paths across the land that trace the routes ancestral beings traveled during the 
Dreamtime   (B) Songs that Aboriginal people sing at festivals   (C) Rivers that make 
musical sounds when water flows   (D) Maps drawn on cave walls by ancient artists

96. In the mythology of the Lakota people, what is the name of the sacred white 
buffalo calf woman who brought the sacred pipe?
   (A) Spider Woman   (B) White Buffalo Calf Woman   (C) Sky Woman   (D) Corn Mother

Write the answer
97. Why is Anansi the Spider considered a symbol of resistance and survival in African 
diaspora communities?
   Answer: ________

98. How does the Aboriginal Australian concept of the Dreamtime differ from Western 
ideas of 'creation' happening once in the past?
   Answer: ________

99. What role do griots play in preserving West African mythology?
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



100. Why do many Native American creation stories begin with water covering the 
entire Earth?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How do the Yoruba orishas function differently from a single all-powerful god?  → 
2. If you were creating a graphic novel based on the Anansi story 'How Anansi Got All 
the Stories,' what would be the main challenge Anansi faces?  → 
3. How would you use a Native American medicine wheel to organize a classroom 
discussion about the four seasons?  → 
4. If you were designing a museum exhibit about the Rainbow Serpent from Aboriginal 
Australian mythology, what would you emphasize?  → 
5. How would you explain to a younger student why the Tortoise (Ijapa) appears in so 
many Yoruba stories?  → 

   (A) The Tortoise represents human flaws like greed and vanity, so his misadventures 
teach moral lessons about how not to behave
   (B) Its connection to water, creation of rivers and landforms, and its role as both a 
creative and destructive force in the landscape
   (C) Place each season at one of the four cardinal directions (East-spring, South-
summer, West-autumn, North-winter), discussing how each connects to a stage of life 
and a natural element
   (D) Each orisha governs a specific domain of life (ocean, storms, iron, love), working 
together as a community of divine forces rather than one being controlling everything
   (E) He must capture four dangerous creatures — a python, a leopard, hornets, and a 
fairy — to earn the right to own all stories from the Sky God

11. World Mythology
Circle the correct answer
101. Which popular book series features a modern teenager who discovers he is the 
son of the Greek god Poseidon?
   (A) Harry Potter   (B) The Hunger Games   (C) Percy Jackson and the Olympians   (D) 
Eragon

102. In the Marvel Cinematic Universe, which character is based on the Norse god of 
thunder?
   (A) Thor   (B) Loki   (C) Heimdall   (D) Odin

 

 
 



103. What Japanese mythological creature inspired the design of many dragon-type 
characters in the Pokemon video game series?
   (A) The kappa (water imp)   (B) The tengu (mountain goblin)   (C) The ryū (Japanese 
dragon)   (D) The tanuki (raccoon dog)

104. Which Disney animated film is based on the Chinese legend of a young woman 
who disguises herself as a man to take her father's place in the army?
   (A) Mulan   (B) Pocahontas   (C) Brave   (D) Moana

105. In the video game series 'God of War,' which mythology does the main character 
Kratos originally come from before traveling to Norse lands?
   (A) Roman mythology   (B) Greek mythology   (C) Egyptian mythology   (D) Celtic 
mythology

106. What is the name of the Polynesian demigod featured in Disney's 'Moana' who 
pulled islands from the sea?
   (A) Pele   (B) Maui   (C) Tangaroa   (D) Tane

Write the answer
107. Why do filmmakers and authors often change mythological stories when adapting 
them for modern audiences?
   Answer: ________

108. How does the Percy Jackson series use the concept of 'the mist' to explain why 
modern humans do not see Greek monsters?
   Answer: ________

109. What is the difference between how Norse mythology portrays Loki and how the 
Marvel movies portray Loki?
   Answer: ________

110. Why might it be problematic when Hollywood adapts myths from cultures that are 
not their own, such as Polynesian mythology in Moana?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How do video games like 'God of War' change the power dynamics of mythological 
stories?  → 
2. If you were adapting an Egyptian myth about the god Anubis for a modern TV show, 
what setting would you choose and why?  → 
3. How would you design a mobile game that teaches players about the Norse World 
Tree, Yggdrasil, and the nine realms?  → 
4. If a friend said 'I already know all about Greek mythology because I watched the 

 

 



Percy Jackson movies,' how would you explain what they might be missing?  → 
5. How would you use the myth of Icarus to create a public safety announcement 
about the dangers of overconfidence?  → 

   (A) A modern funeral home or hospital, since Anubis is the god of mummification 
and guiding the dead — placing him where death and transition occur makes the 
mythology feel relevant
   (B) They place a human player in control of a character more powerful than the gods 
themselves, inverting the traditional relationship where humans are subject to divine 
will
   (C) Show a modern person ignoring expert warnings and taking increasingly reckless 
risks, paralleling how Icarus ignored his father's warning not to fly too close to the 
sun, ending with a reminder that expert advice exists for a reason
   (D) Create a vertical exploration game where players climb or descend through nine 
interconnected levels, each representing a different realm with unique challenges 
based on that realm's mythology
   (E) The movies simplify and change many myths to fit a modern adventure story — 
the original Greek myths are more complex, darker, and often have very different 
moral messages than the movie versions

12. World Mythology
Circle the correct answer
111. Who was the scholar who identified the 'monomyth' or 'hero's journey' pattern 
across world mythologies?
   (A) Sigmund Freud   (B) Claude Lévi-Strauss   (C) Carl Jung   (D) Joseph Campbell

112. What term did psychologist Carl Jung use to describe universal symbolic patterns 
found across all human cultures?
   (A) Archetypes   (B) Prototypes   (C) Stereotypes   (D) Paradigms

113. What is the name of the global mythological pattern where a great flood destroys 
the world, with only a few survivors?
   (A) The apocalypse myth   (B) The flood myth   (C) The creation myth   (D) The rebirth 
myth

114. In Joseph Campbell's hero's journey, what is the 'call to adventure'?
   (A) The event or message that draws the hero out of their ordinary life and into the 
mythological quest   (B) The hero's return home at the end of the story   (C) The 
training the hero receives from a mentor   (D) The moment the hero defeats the villain

 
 



115. What is the term for a myth that explains the origin of something in the natural 
world, such as why the sun rises or why spiders weave webs?
   (A) A creation myth   (B) A prophecy myth   (C) An etiological myth (or origin myth)   
(D) A hero myth

116. What is the name of the Norse end-of-the-world myth where gods and giants 
fight in a final battle?
   (A) Asgard   (B) Ragnarok   (C) Valhalla   (D) Bifrost

Write the answer
117. Why do so many cultures around the world have flood myths, even those with no 
contact with each other?
   Answer: ________

118. What did Carl Jung mean when he said myths come from the 'collective 
unconscious'?
   Answer: ________

119. How does the concept of a 'world tree' or 'cosmic axis' appear across different 
mythologies?
   Answer: ________

120. Why is the 'threshold guardian' an important archetype in the hero's journey 
across many cultures?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How does the archetype of the 'Great Mother' appear differently across world 
mythologies while maintaining its core meaning?  → 
2. Using Joseph Campbell's hero's journey framework, identify the 'call to adventure' 
and the 'mentor figure' in the Harry Potter series.  → 
3. If you were teaching a class about comparative mythology, how would you use the 
flood myths from three different cultures to show both similarities and differences?  
→ 
4. How would you apply the trickster archetype to analyze a modern fictional 
character like Bugs Bunny or Jack Sparrow?  → 
5. Using comparative mythology, how would you explain to someone why the number 
'three' appears so frequently in myths across cultures?  → 

 

 



   (A) The call to adventure is Harry's Hogwarts letter (and Hagrid's arrival), and the 
mentor figure is Dumbledore — who guides Harry but lets him face his trials 
independently
   (B) Compare specific elements: the warning (divine dream vs. direct message vs. 
observation of nature), the vessel (ark vs. canoe vs. gourd), the survivors (family vs. 
chosen pair vs. single hero), and the purpose (divine punishment vs. renewal vs. test) 
— showing that the pattern is universal but the details reflect each culture's values
   (C) Three represents completion and transformation in human cognition — 
beginning/middle/end, birth/life/death — and appears in triads of gods (Hindu 
Trimurti, Norse Norns, Greek Fates), three trials, three wishes, and three-part cosmic 
structures (heaven/earth/underworld)
   (D) The Great Mother appears as Gaia (Greek), Pachamama (Andean), Danu (Celtic), 
Isis (Egyptian), and many others — each culture depicts her differently but all 
associate her with fertility, earth, nurturing, and the cycle of life and death
   (E) Identify trickster traits: cleverness over strength, breaking social rules, 
transforming situations through wit, being both helper and troublemaker, and 
operating at the boundary between order and chaos

13. Hero's Journey
Circle the correct answer
121. Why might cultures on different continents have similar flood myths even though 
they never communicated with each other?
   (A) Flood myths only exist in cultures near the ocean   (B) Scientists planted flood 
stories in every culture as an experiment   (C) Many cultures experienced real 
devastating floods and created stories to make sense of those events   (D) One culture 
traveled the world sharing its flood story with everyone

122. What does comparing the Chinese yin-yang concept in Pangu's creation with the 
Norse fire-and-ice creation reveal about mythological thinking?
   (A) It reveals nothing meaningful because the myths are too different   (B) It proves 
that China and Scandinavia were in direct contact   (C) It shows that all myths are 
scientifically accurate   (D) Both traditions understand creation as arising from the 
interaction of complementary opposites — a universal pattern in human mythology

123. In Greek mythology, what made Odysseus different from typical warrior heroes 
like Achilles?
   (A) Odysseus was celebrated primarily for his cunning intelligence and clever 
strategies rather than brute strength   (B) Odysseus was the strongest warrior in all of 
Greece, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (C) Odysseus 

 
 



refused to fight in any battles, which is the most common explanation for this 
phenomenon   (D) Odysseus could fly and had magical powers, as this directly follows 
from the underlying principles

124. Create a modern trickster character inspired by both Loki and Hermes who fits 
into contemporary society. What role would they play?
   (A) A brilliant hacker or social media influencer who crosses digital boundaries, 
exposes hidden truths, creates chaos in rigid systems, and ultimately forces positive 
change through disruption — combining Hermes' boundary-crossing with Loki's 
creative chaos   (B) An exact copy of either Loki or Hermes in modern clothing, and 
this is the standard approach used in most cases   (C) A character with no connection 
to any trickster qualities, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) 
A simple prankster who pulls juvenile jokes on social media, as this directly follows 
from the underlying principles

125. Analyze why Athena is associated with both wisdom and warfare. How do these 
two domains connect in Greek thinking?
   (A) Athena represents warfare because she enjoys violence and destruction   (B) The 
Greeks made a mistake when assigning domains to their gods, and this principle 
applies across similar situations   (C) Greeks distinguished between brutal violence 
(Ares) and strategic military intelligence (Athena), reflecting their belief that true 
strength comes from combining wisdom with action, not brute force alone   (D) Athena 
was originally two separate goddesses who were accidentally merged into one, and 
this is the standard approach used in most cases

126. Examine the role of women in Norse mythology compared to other ancient 
mythologies. What does this tell us about Norse society?
   (A) Norse women are always passive victims rescued by male heroes, which is the 
most common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) Women play no important role 
in Norse mythology whatsoever, making this the most widely accepted explanation   
(C) Norse mythology treats women identically to Greek mythology, and this has been 
consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) Norse mythology features powerful, 
autonomous women — the Valkyries choose the battle-slain, the Norns control fate 
itself, Freyja leads the Valkyries, and shield-maidens fight alongside men — reflecting 
greater female agency in Viking society compared to Greek or Roman cultures

Write the answer
127. Create a museum exhibit label explaining the significance of the Egyptian god 
Thoth to a modern audience.
   Answer: ________

128. What is the Enuma Elish?
   Answer: ________

 



129. Analyze how the concept of cosmic balance — good vs. evil, order vs. chaos — 
manifests differently in Zoroastrian, Chinese, and Norse mythologies.
   Answer: ________

130. How would you use the comparative mythology approach to explain to someone 
why studying myths from cultures other than your own is valuable?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How can you apply your understanding of myths to explain why ancient Greeks told 
the story of Demeter and Persephone?  → 
2. How does the Hindu concept of Brahma as creator differ from Greek creation 
mythology?  → 
3. What are the three main stages of the Hero's Journey?  → 
4. In many Native American traditions, what role does Coyote play in creation and the 
natural world?  → 
5. What is the Roman name for the Greek goddess Athena?  → 

   (A) Departure, Initiation, and Return
   (B) Minerva, the Roman goddess of wisdom, strategic warfare, and crafts
   (C) Coyote is often a creator-trickster whose actions, whether intentional or 
accidental, shape the world and bring gifts like fire to humanity
   (D) To explain the changing of the seasons, especially why winter happens
   (E) Brahma is part of a trinity (creator, preserver, destroyer) suggesting creation is 
cyclical, while Greek creation is more linear from Chaos onward

14. Hero's Journey
Circle the correct answer
131. Who were the Titans in Greek creation mythology?
   (A) The first humans created by Zeus   (B) Powerful elder gods who ruled before the 
Olympian gods   (C) Tiny creatures who lived inside the earth   (D) A group of mortal 
warriors who built Mount Olympus

132. Create your own hero archetype that combines elements from at least three 
different cultural traditions of heroism.
   (A) Create the strongest possible warrior who defeats everyone through fighting, and 
this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (B) Copy one existing hero and 
change their name, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (C) Design a 
hero who combines Greek cunning (Odysseus), West African communal leadership 

 

 
 



(Sundiata), and Indigenous ecological wisdom — a clever, community-minded hero 
who uses knowledge of nature to solve problems   (D) Design a hero who has no flaws 
or challenges to overcome, making this the most widely accepted explanation

133. Evaluate whether Achilles's choice in the Iliad — a short glorious life over a long 
ordinary one — was wise. What values does his choice reflect?
   (A) Achilles chose eternal fame (kleos) over long life, reflecting the Greek warrior 
value that a glorious legacy matters more than years lived — whether this was wise 
depends on what you value most   (B) His choice was purely selfish with no cultural 
significance, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) Achilles made 
no choice — the gods decided everything for him, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (D) Achilles chose a long peaceful life and avoided the 
Trojan War entirely, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon

134. Judge the effectiveness of oral tradition as a way to preserve Norse and Celtic 
mythology. What are its strengths and weaknesses compared to written records?
   (A) Written records are always better than oral tradition in every way, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (B) Norse and Celtic myths were always 
written down from the very beginning, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases   (C) Oral tradition kept myths alive and adaptable for centuries through skilled 
storytellers (skalds, bards), but also meant stories changed over time and many were 
lost — written versions like the Eddas and Mabinogion captured only what survived to 
the medieval period   (D) Oral tradition was perfectly reliable and preserved every 
myth exactly as originally told, which is the most common explanation for this 
phenomenon

135. Why did Egyptian mythology remain remarkably stable for over 3,000 years while 
Mesopotamian mythology underwent significant changes as empires rose and fell?
   (A) Egypt's geographic isolation (desert barriers, single river system) and political 
continuity supported mythological stability, while Mesopotamia's open geography 
invited constant invasion and cultural mixing that transformed its mythology with 
each new ruling power   (B) Both mythologies changed at the same rate — this 
premise is wrong, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (C) 
Mesopotamian myths were simply less interesting so people changed them, which is 
the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (D) Egyptian priests were better 
at writing things down, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

136. Judge whether it is appropriate to compare myths from very different cultures — 
does comparison lead to genuine understanding or does it risk erasing important 
cultural differences?
   (A) Comparing myths is always disrespectful to the cultures involved, which is the 
most common explanation for this phenomenon   (B) Comparison is always good 
because it proves all cultures are exactly the same   (C) Comparative mythology is 
valuable when done respectfully — identifying universal patterns builds cross-cultural 



empathy — but risks erasing crucial differences if we treat all myths as 
interchangeable. Good comparison highlights BOTH similarities AND the unique 
cultural contexts that make each tradition distinctive   (D) Only scholars from within a 
culture should be allowed to discuss its myths, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts

Write the answer
137. Which purpose of mythology involves bringing a community together through 
shared stories and rituals?
   Answer: ________

138. In the Chinese creation myth, what did the giant Pangu do to create the world?
   Answer: ________

139. Analyze whether superheroes like Spider-Man and Black Panther are modern 
equivalents of ancient mythological heroes.
   Answer: ________

140. How does Hermes function as a trickster in Greek mythology?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Evaluate whether the Greek gods are good role models. Use at least two specific 
examples from mythology to support your judgment.  → 
2. If you were a Viking about to embark on a dangerous sea voyage, which Norse god 
would you pray to and what offering might you make?  → 
3. Who was Ra in Egyptian mythology?  → 
4. Why did Egyptians practice mummification, and how does this connect to their 
mythological beliefs?  → 
5. Design a mythology for an imaginary island civilization, incorporating at least four 
universal archetypes adapted to the island environment. Explain how each archetype 
reflects the islanders' relationship with the sea.  → 

   (A) Egyptians believed the ka (life force) and ba (personality) needed a preserved 
physical body to reunite in the afterlife, inspired by the myth of Isis reassembling 
Osiris's body
   (B) You would likely honor Njord, god of the sea, wind, and seafaring, with an 
offering of a valuable object thrown into the sea — or Thor, whose strength protects 
travelers from giants and storms
   (C) The sun god and king of the gods who sailed across the sky each day in a solar 
barge
   (D) A well-designed island mythology would adapt universal archetypes to a 

 

 



maritime context: a creation myth from the sea (world emerges from ocean depths), a 
culture hero who fishes up the island (like Maui), a trickster who manipulates currents 
and tides, and an afterlife across or beneath the ocean — each reflecting how the sea 
dominates island life
   (E) The Greek gods are generally poor role models — Zeus is unfaithful and 
dishonest, Hera is vengeful toward innocent people, and many gods act from jealousy, 
vanity, and spite rather than justice or compassion

15. Hero's Journey
Circle the correct answer
141. Which of the following is the best example of a myth?
   (A) A textbook chapter on plate tectonics   (B) A biography of a famous scientist   (C) 
A story about how a god created the first humans from clay   (D) A newspaper article 
about a volcanic eruption

142. How did George Lucas use Joseph Campbell's Hero's Journey to create the original 
Star Wars trilogy?
   (A) Lucas explicitly followed Campbell's monomyth stages — Luke Skywalker receives 
a call, meets a mentor, faces trials, confronts his father in the abyss, and returns 
transformed   (B) Campbell copied his ideas from Star Wars, not the other way around, 
as this is what research and standard practice suggests   (C) Lucas never heard of 
Joseph Campbell, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) Star 
Wars is based on a true story, not mythology, as this is what research and standard 
practice suggests

143. Compare how Loki and Hermes are treated by the other gods in their respective 
mythologies. What does this difference reveal about Greek versus Norse values?
   (A) Hermes is punished more severely than Loki, as this is what research and 
standard practice suggests   (B) Neither culture pays any attention to these minor 
characters, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) Both are treated 
exactly the same way in their mythologies, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (D) Hermes is accepted and honored among the Olympians 
despite his trickery, while Loki is eventually punished and bound — reflecting 
different cultural attitudes toward cleverness and social disruption

144. Examine the story of the Trojan Horse. What does Odysseus's strategy reveal 
about what the Greeks valued more — physical strength or clever thinking?
   (A) The Trojan Horse was a real historical military vehicle, not a mythological symbol   
(B) Greeks valued neither strength nor cleverness — they believed only the gods 
decided wars   (C) The Trojan Horse shows that Greeks valued metis (cunning 

 
 



intelligence) over brute force — after ten years of fighting failed, it was Odysseus's 
trick, not Achilles's strength, that won the war   (D) The Trojan Horse proves that 
physical strength always wins wars in Greek mythology

145. What is the name of the great world tree in Norse mythology that connects the 
nine realms?
   (A) Yggdrasil, an enormous ash tree whose roots and branches connect all nine 
worlds including Asgard (gods), Midgard (humans), and Hel (the dead)   (B) Jotunheim, 
the land of the frost giants, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   
(C) Bifrost, the rainbow bridge between the worlds, and this is the standard approach 
used in most cases   (D) Valhalla, the golden hall where fallen warriors feast, which is 
the most common explanation for this phenomenon

146. How would a Mesopotamian priest explain a devastating flood to the people of 
their city using their mythological framework?
   (A) The priest would say the gods were testing their engineering skills, making this 
the most widely accepted explanation   (B) The priest would say floods are random 
natural events with no divine cause, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (C) The priest would blame the flood on enemy nations using magic, and 
this principle applies across similar situations   (D) The priest would explain that the 
gods were displeased with human behavior — possibly noise or disrespect — and sent 
the flood as punishment, referencing the flood narrative in the Epic of Gilgamesh 
where gods nearly destroyed humanity

Write the answer
147. Design a lesson that uses both Egyptian and Mesopotamian creation myths to 
teach students about how ancient peoples used stories to explain natural 
phenomena.
   Answer: ________

148. What is a mythological archetype?
   Answer: ________

149. Design a comparison chart showing how three different cultures' creation myths 
address the question 'What existed before the world?'
   Answer: ________

150. How would you apply the archetype of the 'Shadow' (villain) to analyze a myth 
you have read?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 



1. Where do the Anansi stories originally come from?  → 
2. If you were an ancient Greek farmer praying for a good harvest, which gods would 
you most likely honor, and why?  → 
3. Who is Odin, and what sacrifice did he make to gain wisdom?  → 
4. Using the Epic of Gilgamesh, explain what the story teaches about the 
Mesopotamian view of human limitations and the search for meaning.  → 
5. Analyze how the 'mother goddess' archetype manifests differently across cultures 
while maintaining a core identity.  → 

   (A) Odin is the Allfather and chief of the Norse gods who sacrificed one of his eyes at 
Mimir's Well and hung himself on Yggdrasil for nine days to gain the knowledge of the 
runes
   (B) Demeter (goddess of grain and harvest) and Dionysus (god of wine and 
vegetation), because they directly controlled crop growth and agricultural success
   (C) The Akan people of West Africa, particularly present-day Ghana
   (D) Gilgamesh's failure to achieve immortality teaches that even the greatest heroes 
cannot escape death, and that meaning must be found through lasting achievements, 
relationships, and contributions to civilization
   (E) Mother goddesses share fertility, creation, and nurturing themes but express 
them through local lenses: Isis (Egyptian magic and devotion), Demeter (Greek 
harvest), Pachamama (Andean earth), Danu (Celtic ancestry), and Durga (Hindu 
protective power) — each reflecting what 'motherhood' means in that culture

16. Hero's Journey
Circle the correct answer
151. How does a fable differ from a myth?
   (A) A fable uses animal characters to teach a specific moral lesson, while a myth 
explains natural or spiritual phenomena   (B) Fables are longer than myths, as this 
directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) There is no difference between 
fables and myths, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) Myths 
always have happy endings while fables do not, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice

152. In the Hindu hymn of creation (Nasadiya Sukta), what remarkable idea does it 
express about the origin of the universe?
   (A) That even the gods may not know how creation truly began, and that the ultimate 
origin is a deep mystery   (B) That the universe has always existed and was never 
created   (C) That the universe was created in exactly seven days   (D) That humans 
created the gods

 
 



153. What happens during the 'Abyss' or 'Ordeal' — the darkest moment in the Hero's 
Journey?
   (A) The adventure simply ends without resolution   (B) The hero takes a relaxing 
break in the middle of the adventure   (C) The hero faces their greatest fear or most 
dangerous challenge, experiencing a kind of symbolic death before emerging 
transformed   (D) The hero meets a new friend who solves all their problems

154. How would you apply the moral lessons from Anansi stories to a real-life 
situation where someone faces a much more powerful opponent?
   (A) Use intelligence, patience, and creative problem-solving rather than direct 
confrontation — find the opponent's weakness and plan a clever strategy   (B) Wait for 
someone else to solve the problem, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (C) Use physical force to overpower them, and this is the standard 
approach used in most cases   (D) Simply give up because the opponent is too strong

155. If you were an ancient Egyptian preparing for the afterlife, what items would you 
include in your tomb and why, based on mythological beliefs?
   (A) Nothing at all because Egyptians believed the afterlife provided everything, 
which aligns with the documented events of this time period   (B) Shabti figurines 
(servants for the afterlife), a copy of the Book of the Dead (navigation spells), food 
and drink offerings (sustenance for the ka), canopic jars (preserved organs), and 
personal belongings (comfort in the Field of Reeds)   (C) Only weapons because the 
afterlife was a constant battlefield, since this was the prevailing view during this 
historical era   (D) Only gold and jewels because wealth determines your afterlife 
status, based on the historical records and primary sources from this period

156. Compare the roles of Isis in Egyptian mythology and Ishtar in Mesopotamian 
mythology. What do their similarities and differences reveal about each culture?
   (A) Neither goddess had any real cultural significance beyond stories, making this 
the most widely accepted explanation   (B) Isis was important but Ishtar was a minor 
goddess, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (C) Both were powerful 
goddesses associated with love and fertility, but Isis embodied devoted wife and 
protective mother (reflecting Egyptian family values) while Ishtar combined love with 
war and political power (reflecting Mesopotamian complexity and social dynamism)   
(D) They were essentially the same goddess with different names, which is why this 
approach is recommended by experts

Write the answer
157. Why do creation myths worldwide tend to begin with water, darkness, or chaos 
before the world takes form?
   Answer: ________

 



158. Why is oral tradition important to mythology?
   Answer: ________

159. In Greek myth, who was Prometheus, and what did he do for humanity?
   Answer: ________

160. Evaluate whether a character who refuses the Call to Adventure and stays home 
can still be considered heroic.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How does the Polynesian trickster Maui differ from tricksters who primarily use 
deception?  → 
2. How does the myth of Persephone and Demeter explain the changing of the 
seasons?  → 
3. Assess whether modern popular culture (Marvel movies, video games, TV shows) 
does justice to Norse mythology or distorts it. Support your position with specific 
examples.  → 
4. What is a flood myth?  → 
5. What were Ask and Embla in Norse mythology?  → 

   (A) A story about a great flood sent by gods to reshape or punish the world
   (B) Maui combines physical strength with cleverness and his tricks directly benefit 
humanity — fishing up islands, slowing the sun, and stealing fire
   (C) Modern adaptations both honor and distort Norse mythology — they introduce 
millions to these stories but often simplify complex themes (Marvel's Thor removes 
his mortality, Loki's ambiguity, and Ragnarok's philosophical weight) while prioritizing 
entertainment over cultural understanding
   (D) When Persephone is in the underworld with Hades, her mother Demeter grieves 
and plants die (winter); when Persephone returns, Demeter rejoices and plants grow 
(spring and summer)
   (E) The first man and first woman, created by the gods from tree trunks

Riddle & Joke Break
Guess the answer, then check the key!
161. Why was Zeus a terrible secret-keeper?

162. What did Poseidon say at the beach party?

163. Why did Thor fail his driving test?

 

 



164. What did Athena say when she won the trivia contest?

165. Why was Medusa terrible at making friends?

166. What did Hercules say about his twelve labors?

Answer Key  
1. B — A traditional story that explains natural events or beliefs of a culture

2. C — A story about how a god created the first humans from clay

3. C — A collection of myths belonging to a particular culture or tradition

4. B — Legends are often based on real historical figures, while myths involve gods 
and supernatural origins

5. C — It was the primary way myths were passed from generation to generation 
before writing existed

6. B — Creation myth

7. A story that explains why something in nature is the way it is

8. Underworld or afterlife myth

9. A story about a great flood sent by gods to reshape or punish the world

10. Trickster myth
Matching (What Are Myths & Legends?): 1→E, 2→C, 3→D, 4→B, 5→A

11. C — Chaos — a vast, dark, formless void

12. B — Powerful elder gods who ruled before the Olympian gods

13. B — A Titan who stole fire from the gods and gave it to humans

14. C — It explains why suffering, disease, and hardship exist in the world, but also 
why hope remains

15. B — Both describe the universe beginning from an initial state of formless 
potential before organized structures emerged

16. D — The great void or primordial abyss that existed before the world was created

17. The gods Odin, Vili, and Ve killed Ymir and used his body parts to form the earth, 
sky, and sea

18. The first man and first woman, created by the gods from tree trunks



19. Life emerged when the heat of Muspelheim met the ice of Niflheim, melting the 
frost and forming the first living being

20. A story about new life emerging where ocean currents of different temperatures 
collide
Matching (Creation Stories): 1→A, 2→E, 3→D, 4→B, 5→C

21. A — A scholar who found that hero stories across cultures share a common 
pattern he called the 'monomyth' or Hero's Journey

22. B — Departure, Initiation, and Return

23. C — The moment when the hero is summoned to leave their ordinary life and 
face a challenge or quest

24. A — It establishes the hero's normal life before the adventure, creating contrast 
that makes the journey's transformations meaningful

25. C — The pattern is a powerful analytical tool that describes many stories, but it is 
not universal — many great stories use different structures, and forcing all 
stories into this pattern oversimplifies cultural diversity

26. D — A wise guide who helps the hero prepare for their quest by providing 
knowledge, tools, or encouragement

27. A character or obstacle that tests the hero's commitment before they can enter 
the special world of adventure

28. Identify the character who represents the hero's greatest fear or the dark 
qualities the hero must overcome, and examine what this antagonist reveals 
about the story's themes

29. Look for a character whose loyalty or true nature is uncertain — someone who 
might be an ally or enemy, keeping the hero and audience guessing

30. Tricksters appear universally because every culture values cleverness, recognizes 
the need to question authority, and uses humor to explore social boundaries 
safely
Matching (Hero's Journey): 1→A, 2→C, 3→E, 4→B, 5→D

31. C — A clever, shapeshifting or deceptive character who breaks rules, challenges 
authority, and often accidentally creates something new

32. B — Animals known for cleverness (spiders, coyotes, ravens, rabbits) naturally 
embody the wit and adaptability associated with tricksters

33. D — Tricksters are motivated by self-interest but their actions accidentally 
benefit everyone — like stealing fire for themselves but giving humans access to 



it
34. C — It represents adaptability, the refusal to be defined by a single identity, and 

the power of transformation and change
35. B — Trickster stories operate on multiple levels — entertaining children on the 

surface while conveying sophisticated lessons about power, social norms, and 
human nature to adult audiences

36. B — The Akan people of West Africa, particularly present-day Ghana

37. Through cunning tricks, clever wordplay, and outsmarting his opponents rather 
than using physical force

38. Use intelligence, patience, and creative problem-solving rather than direct 
confrontation — find the opponent's weakness and plan a clever strategy

39. They embodied resistance and survival wisdom — a small, clever character 
defeating the powerful gave hope and encoded strategies for navigating 
oppression

40. Create a story where a quiet, overlooked student uses observation, creative 
thinking, and strategic alliances to resolve a conflict that aggressive or popular 
students made worse — embodying Anansi's wisdom that cleverness 
outperforms force
Matching (Trickster Tales): 1→D, 2→A, 3→E, 4→B, 5→C

41. B — Zeus, the god of the sky and thunder who overthrew his father Kronos to 
become ruler of the gods

42. D — Minerva, the Roman goddess of wisdom, strategic warfare, and crafts

43. B — Heracles (Hercules in Roman mythology), who performed impossible tasks 
including slaying the Nemean Lion and capturing Cerberus

44. D — A ten-year war between Greece and Troy, sparked by the Judgment of Paris 
when he awarded a golden apple to Aphrodite in exchange for Helen's love

45. C — It explains the origin of suffering and evil in the world, but also why humans 
always have hope — the one thing left inside the box

46. A — Rome conquered Greece but admired Greek culture, so they absorbed Greek 
myths and renamed the gods to fit Roman values emphasizing duty, discipline, 
and state power

47. When Persephone is in the underworld with Hades, her mother Demeter grieves 
and plants die (winter); when Persephone returns, Demeter rejoices and plants 
grow (spring and summer)



48. It shows that gods jealously guarded their power, and humans advanced through 
rebellion — Prometheus stole fire from the gods to give civilization to humanity, 
and was punished for it

49. Narcissus fell in love with his own reflection and wasted away staring at it, 
showing that vanity and self-obsession destroy the ability to connect with others

50. Demeter (goddess of grain and harvest) and Dionysus (god of wine and 
vegetation), because they directly controlled crop growth and agricultural 
success
Matching (Greek & Roman Mythology): 1→C, 2→A, 3→D, 4→E, 5→B

51. D — Yggdrasil, an enormous ash tree whose roots and branches connect all nine 
worlds including Asgard (gods), Midgard (humans), and Hel (the dead)

52. D — Odin is the Allfather and chief of the Norse gods who sacrificed one of his 
eyes at Mimir's Well and hung himself on Yggdrasil for nine days to gain the 
knowledge of the runes

53. D — Ragnarok is the prophesied end of the world — a final apocalyptic battle 
where gods, giants, and monsters destroy each other, followed by the rebirth of a 
new, green world from the ashes

54. C — Tir na nOg is the Celtic land of eternal youth and beauty — a paradise 
beyond the sea where there is no aging, sickness, or death, accessible through 
fairy mounds, lakes, or sea voyages

55. B — The Tuatha De Danann are a race of supernatural beings who ruled Ireland 
before retreating into the fairy mounds (sidhe) — they are skilled in magic, 
craftsmanship, and warfare

56. D — Norse fate (wyrd) is fixed and inescapable even for gods — unlike Greeks 
who sometimes outwit fate, Norse heroes face doom with courage, believing that 
HOW you meet your fate matters more than whether you can avoid it

57. Loki is a trickster who solves problems for the gods through cleverness but also 
causes catastrophic harm — he is essential because his tricks often benefit 
Asgard, yet dangerous because he ultimately causes Ragnarok

58. Celts believed the natural world was alive with divine presence — sacred groves, 
springs, and rivers were places where the boundary between the mortal world 
and the Otherworld was thinnest

59. Baldur's death — caused by Loki's trick despite every precaution — demonstrates 
that fate cannot be avoided. Even the gods' best efforts to protect the most 
beloved among them ultimately failed



60. The Morrigan is a shapeshifting war goddess associated with fate, death, and 
battle frenzy, while Brigid is a goddess of healing, poetry, and smithcraft — 
together they represent the Celtic balance between destruction and creation
Matching (Norse & Celtic Mythology): 1→D, 2→C, 3→A, 4→B, 5→E

61. C — The sun god and king of the gods who sailed across the sky each day in a 
solar barge

62. B — The Babylonian creation myth describing how the god Marduk defeated the 
chaos goddess Tiamat and created the world from her body

63. D — A collection of spells and instructions to guide the deceased through the 
underworld and into the afterlife

64. D — The goddess of love, beauty, war, and fertility — one of the most powerful 
and complex deities in Mesopotamian religion

65. A — A judgment in the afterlife where the deceased's heart was weighed against 
the feather of Ma'at to determine if they were worthy of entering paradise

66. B — The Nile's annual flood cycle — flooding, fertile growth, and dry dormancy — 
mirrored the Egyptian concept of death and resurrection, making the river a 
sacred symbol of eternal renewal

67. Mesopotamians saw the afterlife as a dark, dreary underworld (Kur/Irkalla) for 
all people regardless of behavior, while Egyptians believed the virtuous could 
reach a paradise (Field of Reeds) through proper preparation and moral living

68. The eternal cycle of death and rebirth seen in nature — the agricultural cycle, the 
daily journey of the sun, and the hope of human resurrection in the afterlife

69. Ziggurats served as artificial sacred mountains — elevated temple platforms 
where priests could be closer to the gods, bridging the gap between earth and 
heaven in a flat landscape without natural mountains

70. Egyptians believed the ka (life force) and ba (personality) needed a preserved 
physical body to reunite in the afterlife, inspired by the myth of Isis reassembling 
Osiris's body
Matching (Egyptian and Mesopotamian Mythology): 1→A, 2→E, 3→C, 4→B, 5→D

71. B — An archetype is a universal pattern, character type, or story structure that 
appears across many different cultures' mythologies — such as the hero, the 
trickster, the great flood, or the world tree

72. C — The Hero's Journey follows a pattern: the hero receives a Call to Adventure, 
crosses a threshold into an unknown world, faces trials and finds allies, 
confronts a supreme ordeal, gains a reward, and returns home transformed



73. B — Flood myths appear in Mesopotamian (Gilgamesh/Utnapishtim), Hebrew 
(Noah), Hindu (Manu), Greek (Deucalion), Chinese (Gun-Yu), Aztec (Nata), 
Aboriginal Australian (Tiddalik), and many Native American traditions — spanning 
every inhabited continent

74. A — The World Tree is a cosmic tree connecting different realms of existence — it 
appears as Yggdrasil (Norse), the Kalpavriksha (Hindu), the Ceiba tree (Maya), the 
Cosmic Tree (Siberian shamanism), and similar concepts in many other traditions

75. D — The Cosmic Egg is a creation motif where the universe hatches from a 
primordial egg — it appears in Hindu (Hiranyagarbha), Chinese (Pangu), Finnish 
(Kalevala), Egyptian (the goose that laid the cosmic egg), Greek Orphic, and West 
African (Dogon) traditions

76. C — Three explanations exist: actual catastrophic floods in river valleys where 
early civilizations arose created shared memories; human psychological fear of 
water's destructive power generates similar stories; and some traditions may 
have influenced each other through trade and migration

77. Cultural diffusion means myths spread through trade, migration, or conquest 
between connected cultures (like Mesopotamian flood stories influencing biblical 
ones). Independent invention means similar myths arose separately because 
humans everywhere face the same experiences — death, seasons, natural 
disasters

78. These opening conditions reflect universal human experience — darkness before 
dawn, the formless sea, the unknown before understanding. Every culture 
observes that creation involves bringing order from disorder, light from 
darkness, form from formlessness

79. Afterlife myths mirror local landscapes: Egypt's sunny Field of Reeds reflects 
fertile Nile life, Norse Niflheim mirrors Scandinavian ice, Aztec Mictlan's nine 
levels echo volcanic cave systems, and Polynesian underworlds reference the 
ocean depths — showing mythology grows from the land

80. The universal appearance of tricksters — clever, boundary-breaking, morally 
ambiguous figures like Anansi, Coyote, Loki, and Hermes — suggests that all 
human societies need stories about characters who challenge rules, because 
questioning authority and social norms is a fundamental part of how cultures 
adapt and grow
Matching (World Mythology Connections & Comparisons): 1→D, 2→C, 3→B, 4→E, 
5→A

81. B — Dragon

82. A — Amaterasu



83. D — Vishnu

84. A — A magical staff that can change size

85. A — Yomi

86. C — The Ramayana

87. She was upset by her brother Susanoo's destructive behavior

88. A god descending to Earth in a physical form to restore balance

89. A giant named Pangu broke open a cosmic egg and separated sky from earth

90. He represents cleverness, rebellion against injustice, and the journey toward 
wisdom
Matching (World Mythology): 1→A, 2→D, 3→E, 4→B, 5→C

91. D — Anansi

92. C — The Dreamtime (or Dreaming)

93. A — Olodumare

94. D — Coyote

95. A — Paths across the land that trace the routes ancestral beings traveled during 
the Dreamtime

96. B — White Buffalo Calf Woman

97. Because Anansi uses intelligence and storytelling to overcome those more 
powerful than him, which inspired enslaved Africans to value wit over physical 
force

98. The Dreamtime is not just a past event — it is an ongoing, ever-present spiritual 
reality that continues to shape the world today

99. Griots are oral historians and storytellers who memorize and pass down myths, 
histories, and genealogies through spoken word and music

100. Water represents the primordial state before creation, and the story of diving 
beneath it to bring up earth symbolizes the effort required to create the world
Matching (World Mythology): 1→D, 2→E, 3→C, 4→B, 5→A

101. C — Percy Jackson and the Olympians

102. A — Thor

103. C — The ryū (Japanese dragon)



104. A — Mulan

105. B — Greek mythology

106. B — Maui

107. They adjust stories to fit modern values, narrative expectations, and 
entertainment formats — audiences today may not connect with the original 
cultural context without adaptation

108. The Mist is a magical veil that hides the mythological world from mortal eyes, 
making supernatural events appear ordinary to regular humans

109. In Norse mythology Loki is a complex figure who causes Ragnarok and kills 
Baldur, while Marvel's Loki is a more sympathetic antihero who eventually 
becomes an ally

110. It can lead to oversimplification, cultural misrepresentation, or commercializing 
sacred stories without meaningful input from the communities they belong to
Matching (World Mythology): 1→B, 2→A, 3→D, 4→E, 5→C

111. D — Joseph Campbell

112. A — Archetypes

113. B — The flood myth

114. A — The event or message that draws the hero out of their ordinary life and into 
the mythological quest

115. C — An etiological myth (or origin myth)

116. B — Ragnarok

117. Possible explanations include shared human experience of devastating floods 
near rivers and coasts, the symbolic power of water as both life-giving and 
destructive, and possibly ancestral memories of real catastrophic flooding events

118. He believed all humans share deep, inherited psychological patterns that 
naturally produce similar mythological symbols and stories across cultures, 
regardless of contact

119. Many cultures have a central tree or axis connecting heaven, earth, and the 
underworld — like Yggdrasil (Norse), the Ceiba (Maya), and the Ashvattha (Hindu) 
— representing the structure of the cosmos

120. Threshold guardians test whether the hero is truly ready to enter the special 
world — they represent the psychological resistance everyone faces when 
confronting change and the unknown



Matching (World Mythology): 1→D, 2→A, 3→B, 4→E, 5→C
121. C — Many cultures experienced real devastating floods and created stories to 

make sense of those events
122. D — Both traditions understand creation as arising from the interaction of 

complementary opposites — a universal pattern in human mythology
123. A — Odysseus was celebrated primarily for his cunning intelligence and clever 

strategies rather than brute strength
124. A — A brilliant hacker or social media influencer who crosses digital boundaries, 

exposes hidden truths, creates chaos in rigid systems, and ultimately forces 
positive change through disruption — combining Hermes' boundary-crossing 
with Loki's creative chaos

125. C — Greeks distinguished between brutal violence (Ares) and strategic military 
intelligence (Athena), reflecting their belief that true strength comes from 
combining wisdom with action, not brute force alone

126. D — Norse mythology features powerful, autonomous women — the Valkyries 
choose the battle-slain, the Norns control fate itself, Freyja leads the Valkyries, 
and shield-maidens fight alongside men — reflecting greater female agency in 
Viking society compared to Greek or Roman cultures

127. Thoth, the ibis-headed god, was the divine inventor of writing, mathematics, and 
science — making him the patron of all knowledge and learning. He recorded the 
results of the Weighing of the Heart ceremony and maintained cosmic balance 
through wisdom rather than force

128. The Babylonian creation myth describing how the god Marduk defeated the 
chaos goddess Tiamat and created the world from her body

129. Zoroastrianism presents a strict dualism (Ahura Mazda vs. Angra Mainyu in 
cosmic war), Chinese mythology uses complementary balance (yin-yang where 
both forces are necessary), and Norse mythology depicts a doomed struggle 
where chaos ultimately wins at Ragnarök before renewal — three fundamentally 
different models of how the universe manages opposing forces

130. Comparative mythology reveals that all cultures share fundamental human 
concerns — death, justice, love, creation — expressed through different stories. 
Studying diverse myths builds empathy by showing that people everywhere 
grapple with the same questions, just through different cultural lenses
Matching (Hero's Journey): 1→D, 2→E, 3→A, 4→C, 5→B

131. B — Powerful elder gods who ruled before the Olympian gods



132. C — Design a hero who combines Greek cunning (Odysseus), West African 
communal leadership (Sundiata), and Indigenous ecological wisdom — a clever, 
community-minded hero who uses knowledge of nature to solve problems

133. A — Achilles chose eternal fame (kleos) over long life, reflecting the Greek 
warrior value that a glorious legacy matters more than years lived — whether this 
was wise depends on what you value most

134. C — Oral tradition kept myths alive and adaptable for centuries through skilled 
storytellers (skalds, bards), but also meant stories changed over time and many 
were lost — written versions like the Eddas and Mabinogion captured only what 
survived to the medieval period

135. A — Egypt's geographic isolation (desert barriers, single river system) and 
political continuity supported mythological stability, while Mesopotamia's open 
geography invited constant invasion and cultural mixing that transformed its 
mythology with each new ruling power

136. C — Comparative mythology is valuable when done respectfully — identifying 
universal patterns builds cross-cultural empathy — but risks erasing crucial 
differences if we treat all myths as interchangeable. Good comparison highlights 
BOTH similarities AND the unique cultural contexts that make each tradition 
distinctive

137. Creating social cohesion and shared cultural identity

138. He separated the sky and earth by growing taller between them for thousands of 
years, then his body became the world's features

139. Yes, they serve similar cultural functions — embodying a society's values, facing 
trials that test character, and inspiring people — but they reflect modern rather 
than ancient concerns

140. Hermes stole Apollo's cattle on the day he was born, invented the lyre, and 
became the messenger god — a boundary-crosser between worlds
Matching (Hero's Journey): 1→E, 2→B, 3→C, 4→A, 5→D

141. C — A story about how a god created the first humans from clay

142. A — Lucas explicitly followed Campbell's monomyth stages — Luke Skywalker 
receives a call, meets a mentor, faces trials, confronts his father in the abyss, and 
returns transformed

143. D — Hermes is accepted and honored among the Olympians despite his trickery, 
while Loki is eventually punished and bound — reflecting different cultural 
attitudes toward cleverness and social disruption



144. C — The Trojan Horse shows that Greeks valued metis (cunning intelligence) over 
brute force — after ten years of fighting failed, it was Odysseus's trick, not 
Achilles's strength, that won the war

145. A — Yggdrasil, an enormous ash tree whose roots and branches connect all nine 
worlds including Asgard (gods), Midgard (humans), and Hel (the dead)

146. D — The priest would explain that the gods were displeased with human 
behavior — possibly noise or disrespect — and sent the flood as punishment, 
referencing the flood narrative in the Epic of Gilgamesh where gods nearly 
destroyed humanity

147. Begin with the Enuma Elish (chaos to order through divine conflict) and the 
Egyptian creation stories (emergence from primordial waters), have students 
identify what natural phenomena each explains, compare the explanations to 
scientific understanding, and discuss why storytelling was a powerful tool for 
making sense of the world

148. An archetype is a universal pattern, character type, or story structure that 
appears across many different cultures' mythologies — such as the hero, the 
trickster, the great flood, or the world tree

149. Show that Greeks described Chaos (void), Norse described Ginnungagap (abyss 
between fire and ice), and Chinese described a cosmic egg — all beginning from 
formless states before order emerged

150. Identify the character who represents the hero's greatest fear or the dark 
qualities the hero must overcome, and examine what this antagonist reveals 
about the story's themes
Matching (Hero's Journey): 1→C, 2→B, 3→A, 4→D, 5→E

151. A — A fable uses animal characters to teach a specific moral lesson, while a myth 
explains natural or spiritual phenomena

152. A — That even the gods may not know how creation truly began, and that the 
ultimate origin is a deep mystery

153. C — The hero faces their greatest fear or most dangerous challenge, experiencing 
a kind of symbolic death before emerging transformed

154. A — Use intelligence, patience, and creative problem-solving rather than direct 
confrontation — find the opponent's weakness and plan a clever strategy

155. B — Shabti figurines (servants for the afterlife), a copy of the Book of the Dead 
(navigation spells), food and drink offerings (sustenance for the ka), canopic jars 
(preserved organs), and personal belongings (comfort in the Field of Reeds)
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156. C — Both were powerful goddesses associated with love and fertility, but Isis 
embodied devoted wife and protective mother (reflecting Egyptian family values) 
while Ishtar combined love with war and political power (reflecting 
Mesopotamian complexity and social dynamism)

157. These opening conditions reflect universal human experience — darkness before 
dawn, the formless sea, the unknown before understanding. Every culture 
observes that creation involves bringing order from disorder, light from 
darkness, form from formlessness

158. It was the primary way myths were passed from generation to generation before 
writing existed

159. A Titan who stole fire from the gods and gave it to humans

160. Yes, if their refusal involves sacrifice for others or if they find heroism in 
everyday acts of courage within their ordinary world
Matching (Hero's Journey): 1→B, 2→D, 3→C, 4→A, 5→E

161. Because he always let things slip with a thunderous announcement!

162. "I'm making waves!"

163. He kept hammering the gas pedal!

164. "Wisdom is my domain -- owl always come out on top!"

165. Every time she looked at someone, the relationship turned to stone!

166. "It's a LOT of work, but I'm a myth-ical multitasker!"
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