
Lyricforge — Activity Book
A Spark & Anvil activity book — puzzles, questions, and fun from Lyricforge.
Write in the book, circle your answers, and check the Answer Key at the back.

1. Rhyme Basics
Circle the correct answer
1. What does it mean for two words to rhyme?
   (A) They mean the same thing   (B) They end with the same sound   (C) They start 
with the same letter   (D) They have the same number of letters

2. Which word rhymes with 'moon'?
   (A) mood   (B) money   (C) month   (D) spoon

3. Which pair of words rhymes?
   (A) light / bright blue   (B) night / day   (C) light / lamp   (D) light / night

4. An 'end rhyme' is a rhyme that happens where in a line?
   (A) At the very start of the line   (B) Only in the title   (C) In the middle of the line   
(D) At the end of the line

5. Which word does NOT rhyme with 'day'?
   (A) dog   (B) play   (C) stay   (D) way

6. Why do songwriters use rhyme in their lyrics?
   (A) It hides the meaning of the words   (B) It makes the song longer   (C) It makes 
lines feel musical and easy to remember   (D) It is a rule that every sentence must 
follow

Write the answer
7. Which word rhymes with 'star'?
   Answer: ________

8. Do 'blue' and 'true' rhyme?
   Answer: ________

9. Which word rhymes with 'rain'?
   Answer: ________

 

 
 

 



10. A 'rhyming pair' is made of how many rhyming words?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Which of these ends with the same sound as 'song'?  → 
2. Which word rhymes with 'bright'?  → 
3. Which word rhymes with 'heart'?  → 
4. Rhyme is mostly something you notice using which sense?  → 
5. Which word rhymes with 'sky'?  → 

   (A) long
   (B) part
   (C) fly
   (D) Your hearing (your ear)
   (E) light

2. Kinds of Rhyme
Circle the correct answer
11. A 'perfect rhyme' is when two words —
   (A) mean the same thing   (B) only look similar on the page   (C) share the exact 
same ending sound (like 'cat' / 'hat')   (D) share just their first letter

12. A 'near rhyme' (or slant rhyme) is when two words —
   (A) have nothing in common   (B) rhyme perfectly   (C) sound similar but not exactly 
the same (like 'moon' / 'stone')   (D) are spelled identically

13. Which pair is a PERFECT rhyme?
   (A) bright / light   (B) bright / life   (C) bright / time   (D) bright / mind

14. Which pair is a NEAR (slant) rhyme rather than a perfect one?
   (A) cat / hat   (B) song / long   (C) day / play   (D) home / alone

15. An 'internal rhyme' happens where?
   (A) Only at the end of the last line   (B) Only in the title   (C) Inside a single line, not 
just at the end   (D) Only between two different songs

16. In 'The cat sat on a mat in the flat,' the rhymes are —
   (A) internal rhymes (inside the line)   (B) not rhymes at all   (C) end rhymes only   (D) 
eye rhymes only

 

 
 



Write the answer
17. An 'eye rhyme' is a pair that —
   Answer: ________

18. Why might a songwriter choose a near rhyme instead of a perfect one?
   Answer: ________

19. Which is the BEST example of a perfect rhyme pair?
   Answer: ________

20. 'Fire' and 'desire' — what kind of rhyme is this?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A 'multisyllabic rhyme' rhymes —  → 
2. Which pair is an EYE rhyme (looks like a rhyme, isn't one out loud)?  → 
3. If two lines end in 'home' and 'roam,' that is —  → 
4. Using ONLY perfect rhymes throughout a whole song can sometimes make it feel —  
→ 
5. Which describes 'assonance-based' near rhyme?  → 

   (A) a perfect rhyme
   (B) across more than one syllable (like 'stationary' / 'station, eerie')
   (C) cough / dough
   (D) predictable or sing-songy
   (E) Matching vowel sounds (like 'lake' / 'fate')

3. Rhyme Schemes
Circle the correct answer
21. A 'rhyme scheme' is —
   (A) the number of instruments   (B) the meaning of a song   (C) the speed of a song   
(D) the pattern of rhymes across a set of lines, written with letters

22. How do we mark a rhyme scheme?
   (A) Count the instruments   (B) Give rhyming line-endings the same letter (A, B, C…)   
(C) Number every word   (D) Draw the melody

23. Four lines ending cat / hat / sun / fun have the scheme —
   (A) AAAA   (B) ABCD   (C) AABB   (D) ABAB

 

 

 
 



24. Four lines ending day / night / play / bright have the scheme —
   (A) AABB   (B) ABBA   (C) AAAA   (D) ABAB

25. The scheme 'AABB' is also called —
   (A) free verse   (B) a chorus   (C) a bridge   (D) rhyming couplets

26. Which scheme has NO repeating rhymes across four lines?
   (A) AAAA   (B) AABB   (C) ABCD   (D) ABAB

Write the answer
27. In the scheme ABAB, which lines rhyme?
   Answer: ________

28. A songwriter wants a simple, bouncy, easy-to-follow verse. Best scheme?
   Answer: ________

29. The scheme 'ABCB' means —
   Answer: ________

30. Lines ending sky / high / sea / free follow which scheme?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Why does labeling a rhyme scheme help a songwriter?  → 
2. A verse whose lines rhyme A A A A —  → 
3. Which scheme is 'ABBA'?  → 
4. If verse 1 uses ABAB, keeping verse 2 also ABAB makes the song feel —  → 
5. A 'refrain' line that repeats and rhymes across verses helps by —  → 

   (A) It shows the song's rhyme pattern so you can keep it consistent
   (B) consistent and unified
   (C) uses the same rhyme sound on every line
   (D) Lines 1 & 4 rhyme, and lines 2 & 3 rhyme (a rhyme 'hugging' the middle)
   (E) tying the verses together with a familiar sound

4. Counting Syllables
Circle the correct answer

 

 

 
 



31. A 'syllable' is —
   (A) a whole sentence   (B) a single beat or sound-chunk in a word   (C) a rhyming 
word   (D) the title of a song

32. How many syllables are in 'butterfly'?
   (A) 4   (B) 3   (C) 1   (D) 2

33. How many syllables are in 'cat'?
   (A) 3   (B) 2   (C) 0   (D) 1

34. A quick trick for counting syllables is to —
   (A) count the letters   (B) clap or tap once for each beat as you say the word   (C) 
count the vowels only, always   (D) count the consonants

35. How many syllables are in 'happy'?
   (A) 3   (B) 4   (C) 2   (D) 1

36. How many syllables are in the line 'I love to sing'?
   (A) 3   (B) 4   (C) 5   (D) 2

Write the answer
37. Every syllable usually contains at least one —
   Answer: ________

38. How many syllables are in 'elephant'?
   Answer: ________

39. Why do songwriters count syllables?
   Answer: ________

40. How many syllables in 'today'?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A line with far MORE syllables than the others will usually —  → 
2. How many syllables in 'remember'?  → 
3. The word 'chocolate' is often sung with how many syllables?  → 
4. How many syllables in the line 'The sun is warm'?  → 
5. Which word has the MOST syllables?  → 

   (A) feel crammed or rushed when sung
   (B) 'watermelon' (4)
   (C) 2 or 3 depending on how you say it
   (D) 3

 

 



   (E) 4

5. Meter & Rhythm
Circle the correct answer
41. 'Meter' in a song or poem means —
   (A) the loudness   (B) the pattern of beats (stressed and unstressed syllables)   (C) 
the color of the words   (D) the number of verses

42. A 'stressed' syllable is one that is —
   (A) always the shortest   (B) said with more emphasis or punch   (C) silent   (D) 
always the last one

43. In the word 'BAN-an-a' (banana), the stressed syllable is —
   (A) the third one   (B) the second one ('nan')   (C) there is no stress   (D) the first one

44. A steady, repeating beat pattern gives a song its —
   (A) color   (B) title   (C) rhythm   (D) rhyme

45. If a line has too many syllables for the beat, a singer will likely —
   (A) have to rush or cram the words   (B) sing it perfectly with no effort   (C) add a 
new verse   (D) change the key

46. Which two lines have the most SIMILAR rhythm?
   (A) Two lines with no vowels   (B) Two lines that rhyme but differ in length   (C) Two 
lines with the same syllable count and stress pattern   (D) Two lines with totally 
different lengths

Write the answer
47. 'da-DUM da-DUM da-DUM' is a rhythm where the stress falls on —
   Answer: ________

48. Why do many songs keep a consistent meter?
   Answer: ________

49. A line that fits the beat perfectly is often described as —
   Answer: ________

50. Changing the meter suddenly in a bridge can —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 
 

 

 



1. In 'HAP-py' the rhythm is —  → 
2. The 'pulse' of a song is closest in meaning to its —  → 
3. Which is the best way to test a line's rhythm?  → 
4. Two lines: 'I walk alone tonight' and 'I slowly wander down the empty road alone 
tonight'. Which fits a short, steady meter?  → 
5. A rhythm that mostly stays the same but adds a surprise beat now and then feels —  
→ 

   (A) steady underlying beat
   (B) STRESSED-unstressed
   (C) 'I walk alone tonight'
   (D) Say or sing it out loud and feel where the beats land
   (E) lively but still steady

6. Song Sections
Circle the correct answer
51. The part of a song that repeats and holds the main idea is the —
   (A) chorus   (B) bridge   (C) verse   (D) intro

52. The part that tells the story and changes words each time is the —
   (A) verse   (B) chorus   (C) hook   (D) outro

53. The part that takes a turn to a new feeling before the last chorus is the —
   (A) chorus   (B) bridge   (C) intro   (D) verse

54. Which section usually repeats WORD-FOR-WORD each time it appears?
   (A) the intro   (B) the verse   (C) the chorus   (D) the bridge

55. A short part that builds energy from the verse INTO the chorus is a —
   (A) intro   (B) pre-chorus   (C) bridge   (D) outro

56. The catchiest line — the one that sticks in your head — is the —
   (A) outro   (B) verse   (C) bridge   (D) hook

Write the answer
57. The very beginning of a song, before the singing really starts, is the —
   Answer: ________

58. The wind-down part that ends the song is the —
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



59. Why does the chorus repeat?
   Answer: ________

60. If verse 1 and verse 2 have DIFFERENT words but the same tune, that's normal 
because —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. The bridge is often placed —  → 
2. Which section is the BEST place for the song's title to appear?  → 
3. A listener hums the part they remember most. It's most likely the —  → 
4. Contrast between a quiet verse and a big chorus makes the chorus feel —  → 
5. Which order is a common, simple song shape?  → 

   (A) chorus / hook
   (B) after the second chorus, before the final chorus
   (C) bigger and more exciting
   (D) the chorus (often as the hook)
   (E) Verse → Chorus → Verse → Chorus

7. Song Forms
Circle the correct answer
61. A song's 'form' is —
   (A) its melody only   (B) its rhyme only   (C) the overall arrangement of its sections   
(D) its title

62. 'Verse‒Chorus' form is popular because —
   (A) it has no chorus   (B) it is the longest form   (C) it never repeats   (D) it balances 
storytelling verses with a memorable repeated chorus

63. In 'AABA' form, the 'B' section is the —
   (A) chorus that repeats first   (B) outro   (C) bridge (the contrasting part)   (D) intro

64. Which describes 'AABA' form?
   (A) Only a bridge   (B) Two main sections, a contrasting one, then a return to the 
main   (C) A chorus sung four times   (D) Four different sections that never repeat

65. A 'strophic' song is one where —
   (A) every verse uses the same music   (B) there is no melody   (C) there is only a 
chorus   (D) every verse uses different music

 

 
 



66. A 'through-composed' song —
   (A) has no words   (B) keeps introducing new music instead of repeating sections   
(C) is always short   (D) repeats one chorus forever

Write the answer
67. If you want maximum sing-along power, choose a form that —
   Answer: ________

68. The order 'Intro ‒ Verse ‒ Chorus ‒ Verse ‒ Chorus ‒ Bridge ‒ Chorus ‒ Outro' is —
   Answer: ________

69. Adding a bridge to verse‒chorus form mainly helps —
   Answer: ________

70. Which form is simplest for a beginner songwriter to try first?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A 'call and response' form has —  → 
2. Reusing the same form across a whole album can create —  → 
3. In verse‒chorus form, the CHORUS is usually —  → 
4. A pre-chorus fits into the form —  → 
5. Which is TRUE about song forms?  → 

   (A) There are common templates, but writers can bend or mix them
   (B) one part 'call' a line and another part 'answer' it
   (C) between the verse and the chorus
   (D) the emotional and melodic high point
   (E) a consistent style or signature sound

8. Hooks & Choruses
Circle the correct answer
71. A 'hook' is —
   (A) the longest verse   (B) the song's copyright   (C) the catchiest, most memorable 
part of a song   (D) the quietest line

72. A strong chorus usually —
   (A) is simple, repeats, and states the main idea   (B) changes words every time   (C) is 
long and complicated   (D) avoids the main idea

 

 

 
 



73. Repetition helps a hook because —
   (A) it makes the song boring on purpose   (B) it hides the melody   (C) it uses more 
words   (D) repeated sounds and words are easier to remember

74. Which line would make the CATCHIEST hook?
   (A) A line with no rhythm   (B) A short, punchy line with a clear feeling   (C) A long 
sentence full of hard words   (D) A whispered list of dates

75. The song title often appears in the —
   (A) hook/chorus   (B) second verse only   (C) footnotes   (D) credits only

76. A hook can be made of —
   (A) words, a melody, or both   (B) only silence   (C) only drums   (D) only the album 
art

Write the answer
77. If listeners sing back one line after a single listen, that line is a —
   Answer: ________

78. Which makes a chorus HARDER to remember?
   Answer: ________

79. A 'call-back' hook works by —
   Answer: ________

80. Best test of a hook is to —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A chorus that states the main idea helps the listener —  → 
2. Which is a smart way to build a chorus?  → 
3. Placing the hook EARLY in the chorus helps because —  → 
4. A hook that uses a small, surprising rhyme or wordplay can —  → 
5. Why keep chorus words simple?  → 

   (A) understand what the whole song is about
   (B) Take the strongest, clearest feeling and say it simply
   (C) listeners grab the catchy part right away
   (D) So they're easy to sing and instantly understood
   (E) make the line even more memorable

9. Imagery & Word Choice

 

 

 



Circle the correct answer
81. 'Imagery' in lyrics means —
   (A) the volume of the song   (B) the number of rhymes   (C) language that paints a 
picture using the senses   (D) the album cover art

82. Which line uses the strongest imagery?
   (A) "It was raining"   (B) "The weather was bad"   (C) "There was precipitation"   (D) 
"Rain hammered the tin roof all night"

83. 'Concrete' words are —
   (A) specific, sensory words (like 'oak,' 'rust,' 'thunder')   (B) only made-up words   (C) 
vague, general words   (D) words with no meaning

84. 'Abstract' words are —
   (A) sound effects   (B) general ideas you can't directly see or touch (like 'freedom,' 
'sadness')   (C) specific objects you can hold   (D) rhyming words only

85. 'Show, don't tell' means —
   (A) never describe anything   (B) use concrete details so listeners FEEL it, rather than 
just naming the feeling   (C) always tell the listener what to feel   (D) only use abstract 
words

86. Which is 'showing' sadness rather than 'telling' it?
   (A) "Sadness happened"   (B) "She was very sad"   (C) "She stared at the empty chair 
and didn't touch her food"   (D) "She felt bad inside"

Write the answer
87. Sensory language appeals to —
   Answer: ________

88. Which word choice is MOST vivid for a car?
   Answer: ________

89. Why do vivid, concrete images make lyrics stronger?
   Answer: ________

90. Which verb is the most vivid?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 

 



1. Replacing 'nice day' with 'sun-warmed morning' is an example of —  → 
2. Too many abstract words in a row can make a lyric feel —  → 
3. The best way to make a listener FEEL cold is to —  → 
4. Which detail is 'concrete'?  → 
5. Good word choice in lyrics means —  → 

   (A) describe frost, shivers, or breath in the air
   (B) "a cracked phone screen"
   (C) picking the most precise, evocative word for the feeling
   (D) choosing more concrete, sensory language
   (E) vague or preachy

10. Figurative Language
Circle the correct answer
91. A 'simile' compares two things using —
   (A) only numbers   (B) 'like' or 'as'   (C) no comparison words   (D) only rhyme

92. A 'metaphor' compares two things by —
   (A) saying one thing IS another   (B) counting them   (C) rhyming them   (D) using 
'like' or 'as'

93. 'Her smile was like sunshine' is a —
   (A) metaphor   (B) personification   (C) simile   (D) onomatopoeia

94. 'The city is a beating heart' is a —
   (A) metaphor   (B) syllable   (C) simile   (D) eye rhyme

95. 'Personification' gives human qualities to —
   (A) only numbers   (B) only people   (C) non-human things   (D) only rhymes

96. 'The thunder grumbled and the lightning danced' is —
   (A) a simile   (B) an eye rhyme   (C) personification   (D) a syllable

Write the answer
97. 'Hyperbole' is —
   Answer: ________

98. 'I'm so hungry I could eat a horse' is —
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



99. Why do songwriters use figurative language?
   Answer: ________

100. Which line is a metaphor?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. An 'extended metaphor' is one that —  → 
2. 'The stars winked at us' is personification because —  → 
3. Which is a simile for being nervous?  → 
4. Mixing too many unrelated metaphors in one line can —  → 
5. 'Onomatopoeia' is a word that —  → 

   (A) imitates a sound (like 'buzz,' 'pop,' 'crash')
   (B) "My stomach was tied like a knot"
   (C) continues across several lines or the whole song
   (D) confuse the image
   (E) stars are given the human action of winking

11. Theme & Message
Circle the correct answer
101. A song's 'theme' is —
   (A) the loudness   (B) the main idea or message it explores   (C) the number of verses   
(D) the rhyme scheme

102. Which is a THEME (not just a topic)?
   (A) "Holding on to hope through hard times"   (B) "a car"   (C) "rain"   (D) "summer"

103. 'Staying on theme' means —
   (A) avoiding the main idea   (B) keeping the lyrics focused on the main idea   (C) 
changing the idea every line   (D) using only one word

104. A verse about missing a friend suddenly lists your favorite foods. This is a 
problem because it —
   (A) is too focused   (B) wanders off the theme   (C) is too short   (D) rhymes too well

105. The chorus is a great place to —
   (A) list unrelated facts   (B) hide the theme   (C) state or hint at the theme clearly   
(D) change the theme

 

 
 



106. Two songs can share the topic 'love' but have different —
   (A) numbers of letters   (B) fonts   (C) alphabets   (D) themes (messages about love)

Write the answer
107. A clear theme helps listeners —
   Answer: ________

108. The best way to keep a song on theme while drafting is to —
   Answer: ________

109. A song's message is usually strongest when it is —
   Answer: ________

110. If asked 'what is your song about?' you should be able to answer in —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A 'universal' theme is one that —  → 
2. A theme and a title work well together when the title —  → 
3. Which detail best SUPPORTS a theme of 'never giving up'?  → 
4. Mixed messages (a song that says two opposite things) can —  → 
5. A bridge can serve the theme by —  → 

   (A) "I fell nine times but I'm standing now"
   (B) offering a new angle on the main idea
   (C) confuse the listener about the point
   (D) hints at or captures the main idea
   (E) many different people can relate to

12. Voice & Point of View
Circle the correct answer
111. 'Point of view' in a lyric is —
   (A) the album title   (B) the tempo   (C) who is speaking or telling the song   (D) the 
rhyme scheme

112. 'First person' point of view uses —
   (A) 'I' and 'me'   (B) no pronouns   (C) 'you' only   (D) 'he/she/they' only

 

 

 
 



113. 'Second person' point of view addresses —
   (A) 'they' only   (B) 'you' (the listener or another person)   (C) 'I' only   (D) nobody

114. 'Third person' point of view tells about —
   (A) 'you' only   (B) 'he,' 'she,' or 'they'   (C) 'I' and 'we'   (D) no one

115. Switching randomly between 'I,' 'you,' and 'she' can —
   (A) always sound better   (B) add rhythm   (C) count as clever   (D) confuse the 
listener about who's speaking

116. A song's 'voice' is —
   (A) its volume   (B) its length   (C) its personality and tone — how the speaker sounds   
(D) its rhyme scheme

Write the answer
117. A confident, defiant voice would use words like —
   Answer: ________

118. Keeping a consistent voice helps a song feel —
   Answer: ________

119. Which POV best fits telling a story about a character named Maria?
   Answer: ________

120. Which POV best fits a direct message to a friend?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. The 'tone' of a voice can be —  → 
2. A song can PURPOSELY switch POV when —  → 
3. Word choice shapes voice: 'ain't gonna' vs 'am not going to' shows —  → 
4. A believable voice usually stays —  → 
5. First person plural uses —  → 

   (A) it clearly signals the change (e.g., verse = 'I,' bridge = 'you')
   (B) 'we' and 'us'
   (C) a difference in how casual or formal the speaker is
   (D) consistent in its personality and word choices
   (E) happy, angry, tender, sarcastic, and more

13. Sound Devices & Wordplay

 

 

 



Circle the correct answer
121. 'Alliteration' is the repetition of —
   (A) the same ending sound   (B) whole words   (C) the same starting consonant 
sound in nearby words   (D) the same vowel in the middle

122. 'Wild winter wind' is an example of —
   (A) assonance   (B) alliteration   (C) hyperbole   (D) a metaphor

123. 'Assonance' is the repetition of —
   (A) whole rhymes only   (B) vowel sounds in nearby words   (C) syllable counts   (D) 
starting consonants

124. 'Go slow on the road' repeats which vowel sound (assonance)?
   (A) the long 'o'   (B) the 'ee' sound   (C) the short 'a'   (D) no vowel is repeated

125. 'Consonance' is the repetition of —
   (A) whole sentences   (B) page numbers   (C) only starting vowels   (D) consonant 
sounds (often at the ends or middles of words)

126. Sound devices mainly add —
   (A) extra verses   (B) the tempo   (C) the melody   (D) a musical, pleasing texture to 
the words

Write the answer
127. A 'pun' is —
   Answer: ________

128. Too much alliteration can make a line feel —
   Answer: ________

129. Which line uses assonance?
   Answer: ________

130. Sound devices are a form of —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. 'Repetition' as a device means —  → 
2. Which is alliteration AND fits a lullaby's gentle mood?  → 
3. Harsh consonant sounds (k, t, hard g) can make a line feel —  → 
4. Soft sounds (s, m, l, wh) can make a line feel —  → 
5. A pun in a song title can —  → 

 

 

 



   (A) deliberately repeating a word or phrase for emphasis
   (B) grab attention with cleverness
   (C) gentle, calm, or dreamy
   (D) sharp, angry, or intense
   (E) "soft summer slumber"

14. Revising Lyrics
Circle the correct answer
131. 'Revising' lyrics means —
   (A) only fixing spelling   (B) writing it once and never touching it   (C) improving a 
draft by changing, cutting, or sharpening lines   (D) making it longer no matter what

132. A 'cliché' is —
   (A) a syllable   (B) a rhyme scheme   (C) a brand-new phrase   (D) an overused phrase 
that has lost its freshness

133. Trimming a wordy line usually makes it —
   (A) longer   (B) stronger and easier to sing   (C) off-theme   (D) weaker and harder to 
sing

134. Which word is usually 'filler' you can often cut?
   (A) "river"   (B) "midnight"   (C) "just"   (D) "shattered"

135. Replacing a weak verb ('went') with a strong one ('stumbled') is —
   (A) making it vague   (B) adding filler   (C) a spelling fix   (D) sharpening word choice

136. The best reason to revise a cliché is to —
   (A) remove the theme   (B) say the idea in a fresher, more personal way   (C) make it 
longer   (D) keep it exactly the same

Write the answer
137. Reading a lyric OUT LOUD during revision helps you catch —
   Answer: ________

138. If two lines say the same thing, a good revision is to —
   Answer: ________

139. Which revised line is stronger?
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



140. 'Kill your darlings' advises writers to —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A good revision keeps the line's meaning but improves its —  → 
2. Which is the freshest way to say 'I was very sad'?  → 
3. Getting feedback from a listener during revision is useful because —  → 
4. A line that's one syllable too long is best fixed by —  → 
5. Revision is best thought of as —  → 

   (A) a normal, valuable part of writing every song
   (B) they hear what's unclear or clunky that you're too close to notice
   (C) "I couldn't find the bottom of that week"
   (D) swapping in a shorter word or cutting a small word
   (E) sound, rhythm, and vividness

15. Rhythm & Flow
Circle the correct answer
141. 'Flow' in lyrics means —
   (A) the album order   (B) the volume   (C) the number of verses   (D) how smoothly 
the words ride the rhythm

142. 'Syllable density' is —
   (A) the rhyme scheme   (B) the cover art   (C) the song's key   (D) how many syllables 
are packed into a beat or line

143. A line with high syllable density feels —
   (A) slow and spacious   (B) fast and busy   (C) silent   (D) off topic

144. A line with LOW syllable density (few words, more space) feels —
   (A) identical to a dense line   (B) slow, open, or spacious   (C) crammed and rushed   
(D) impossible to sing

145. A 'line break' is —
   (A) a chorus   (B) a pause button   (C) where one line ends and the next begins   (D) a 
rhyme

146. Breaking a line at a surprising spot can —
   (A) add syllables   (B) remove the rhyme   (C) ruin every song   (D) create emphasis 
or a moment of suspense

 

 
 



Write the answer
147. 'Phrasing' is —
   Answer: ________

148. Varying your flow (some fast lines, some slow) helps a song —
   Answer: ________

149. Ending many lines on a stressed, strong beat creates a feeling of —
   Answer: ________

150. Ending a line on a weak, unstressed beat can create a feeling of —
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Good flow usually respects —  → 
2. Cramming too many syllables into a beat forces the singer to —  → 
3. A rapper known for intricate flow often uses —  → 
4. A 'pause' (rest) in a lyric line can be as powerful as words because it —  → 
5. If a verse feels monotonous, a flow fix is to —  → 

   (A) varied syllable density and internal rhymes
   (B) creates space, tension, or emphasis
   (C) vary the line lengths and where stresses fall
   (D) rush, which can hurt clarity
   (E) the natural stresses of the words

16. Putting It All Together
Circle the correct answer
151. A complete song usually needs which combination?
   (A) Only a fast tempo   (B) A clear theme, a memorable hook, and a workable 
structure   (C) Only a title   (D) Only rhymes with no meaning

152. When rhyme and meaning conflict, the best songwriters —
   (A) ignore the meaning   (B) prioritize meaning and find a rhyme that fits   (C) delete 
all rhyme   (D) always keep the rhyme even if it's nonsense

153. A verse tells the story and the chorus states the theme. This shows —
   (A) random writing   (B) structure serving meaning   (C) structure fighting meaning   
(D) no structure

 

 

 
 



154. Which draft is most 'complete' as a song idea?
   (A) "Random words that rhyme"   (B) "Theme: growing apart from a friend; hook 'we 
used to be'; verse-chorus form"   (C) "Some rhymes about stuff"   (D) "A cool title, 
nothing else"

155. Matching a sad theme, you'd likely choose —
   (A) fast dense flow and party imagery   (B) no imagery   (C) slower flow, gentle 
sounds, and imagery of loss   (D) harsh shouting

156. If a chorus is catchy but the verses are confusing, the song —
   (A) needs revision so the verses support the chorus   (B) needs to be louder   (C) is 
already perfect   (D) should delete the chorus

Write the answer
157. A well-built bridge in a finished song usually —
   Answer: ________

158. Consistent rhyme scheme + consistent meter across verses gives a song —
   Answer: ________

159. The strongest opening line —
   Answer: ________

160. Which is the best FINAL step before calling a song done?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A song where the imagery, flow, and structure all point at ONE theme feels —  → 
2. You have a great hook but no story. Best next step?  → 
3. An effective songwriter treats 'rules' of craft as —  → 
4. Which change would most improve a song that feels repetitive and flat?  → 
5. A finished lyric should be able to answer: theme? hook? structure? and —  → 

   (A) helpful tools they can bend for the right effect
   (B) Write verses that lead into and support the hook's idea
   (C) focused and powerful
   (D) Add a bridge with a fresh angle and vary the flow
   (E) does every line serve the song?

Riddle & Joke Break
Guess the answer, then check the key!

 

 

 



161. In a song, which part usually repeats and carries the main message or feeling?

162. What do we call the single catchiest line or melody that "hooks" a listener?

163. A common song structure goes verse, chorus, verse, chorus, then a contrasting 
section, then chorus. What's that contrasting section called?

164. Do "moon" and "June" make a perfect rhyme?

165. "Time" and "line" almost rhyme but not quite. What is this close-but-not-exact 
match called?

166. Which lyric is stronger: "I feel sad" or "your empty chair is still at the table"?

167. Why does a lyric line need to match the song's beats?

168. In many pop songs, which part usually contains the song's title?

169. Why did the chorus get stuck in everyone's head?

170. Why did the hook get all the attention?

171. Why did the verse tell the story?

172. Why did the rhyme feel satisfying?

173. Why did the bridge change things up?

174. Why did the syllables march in step?

Fun Facts  
Did you know? The "hook" of a song -- its catchiest line or melody -- is designed to 
get stuck in your head. Songwriters spend enormous effort making just a few 
seconds unforgettable!
Did you know? Most pop songs follow a verse-chorus structure: verses tell the 
story and change, while the chorus repeats and carries the main feeling. That 
contrast is what makes a song feel whole!
Did you know? Songwriters use "near-rhymes" (like "home" and "alone") all the 
time. Perfect rhymes are rarer than you'd think -- and near-rhymes often sound 
more natural and less forced!
Did you know? A lyric has to be SINGABLE, not just readable. Songwriters sing their 
lines out loud constantly, because a phrase that looks great on paper can be a 
tongue-twister to sing!
Did you know? The word "orange" famously has no perfect rhyme in English, which 
is exactly why creative songwriters reach for near-rhymes and clever wordplay 



Answer Key

when they get stuck!
Did you know? Great lyrics "show, don't tell." Instead of "I'm lonely," a songwriter 
might sing about "one coffee cup in the sink" -- letting a small image carry a big 
feeling!
Did you know? The "bridge" of a song is a contrasting section that appears once, 
usually before the final chorus. It gives the ear a break and makes the last chorus 
hit even harder!
Did you know? Specific, concrete details make songs memorable. "A rusty blue 
bike" sticks in your mind far better than "a bike" -- specificity is a songwriter's 
secret weapon!

 
1. B — They end with the same sound

2. D — spoon

3. D — light / night

4. D — At the end of the line

5. A — dog

6. C — It makes lines feel musical and easy to remember

7. car

8. Yes — they both end with the '-ue' sound

9. train

10. Two
Matching (Rhyme Basics): 1→A, 2→E, 3→B, 4→D, 5→C

11. C — share the exact same ending sound (like 'cat' / 'hat')

12. C — sound similar but not exactly the same (like 'moon' / 'stone')

13. A — bright / light

14. D — home / alone

15. C — Inside a single line, not just at the end

16. A — internal rhymes (inside the line)

17. looks like it should rhyme but doesn't when spoken (like 'love' / 'move')



18. It opens up far more word choices and can feel fresh or modern

19. sea / free

20. A perfect (or very close) rhyme on the '-ire' sound
Matching (Kinds of Rhyme): 1→B, 2→C, 3→A, 4→D, 5→E

21. D — the pattern of rhymes across a set of lines, written with letters

22. B — Give rhyming line-endings the same letter (A, B, C…)

23. C — AABB

24. D — ABAB

25. D — rhyming couplets

26. C — ABCD

27. Lines 1 & 3, and lines 2 & 4

28. AABB (couplets)

29. only the 2nd and 4th lines rhyme

30. AABB
Matching (Rhyme Schemes): 1→A, 2→C, 3→D, 4→B, 5→E

31. B — a single beat or sound-chunk in a word

32. B — 3

33. D — 1

34. B — clap or tap once for each beat as you say the word

35. C — 2

36. B — 4

37. vowel sound

38. 3

39. To keep lines a similar length so they fit the rhythm

40. 2
Matching (Counting Syllables): 1→A, 2→D, 3→C, 4→E, 5→B

41. B — the pattern of beats (stressed and unstressed syllables)

42. B — said with more emphasis or punch



43. B — the second one ('nan')

44. C — rhythm

45. A — have to rush or cram the words

46. C — Two lines with the same syllable count and stress pattern

47. every second beat

48. It makes the song feel steady and easy to sing along to

49. 'in meter' or 'on meter'

50. signal a shift in feeling or grab attention
Matching (Meter & Rhythm): 1→B, 2→A, 3→D, 4→C, 5→E

51. A — chorus

52. A — verse

53. B — bridge

54. C — the chorus

55. B — pre-chorus

56. D — hook

57. intro

58. outro

59. So listeners remember it and can sing along

60. verses carry new story details each time
Matching (Song Sections): 1→B, 2→D, 3→A, 4→C, 5→E

61. C — the overall arrangement of its sections

62. D — it balances storytelling verses with a memorable repeated chorus

63. C — bridge (the contrasting part)

64. B — Two main sections, a contrasting one, then a return to the main

65. A — every verse uses the same music

66. B — keeps introducing new music instead of repeating sections

67. features a strong, repeated chorus

68. a full, common pop song form



69. keep a longer song from feeling repetitive

70. Verse‒Chorus
Matching (Song Forms): 1→B, 2→E, 3→D, 4→C, 5→A

71. C — the catchiest, most memorable part of a song

72. A — is simple, repeats, and states the main idea

73. D — repeated sounds and words are easier to remember

74. B — A short, punchy line with a clear feeling

75. A — hook/chorus

76. A — words, a melody, or both

77. great hook

78. Too many different words and ideas crammed in

79. repeating a familiar phrase so listeners can join in

80. see if you still remember it later without the music
Matching (Hooks & Choruses): 1→A, 2→B, 3→C, 4→E, 5→D

81. C — language that paints a picture using the senses

82. D — "Rain hammered the tin roof all night"

83. A — specific, sensory words (like 'oak,' 'rust,' 'thunder')

84. B — general ideas you can't directly see or touch (like 'freedom,' 'sadness')

85. B — use concrete details so listeners FEEL it, rather than just naming the feeling

86. C — "She stared at the empty chair and didn't touch her food"

87. sight, sound, smell, taste, and touch

88. "rusted pickup"

89. They help listeners see and feel the moment, making it memorable

90. "sprinted"
Matching (Imagery & Word Choice): 1→D, 2→E, 3→A, 4→B, 5→C

91. B — 'like' or 'as'

92. A — saying one thing IS another

93. C — simile



94. A — metaphor

95. C — non-human things

96. C — personification

97. an extreme exaggeration for effect

98. hyperbole

99. It makes ideas vivid, emotional, and fresh

100. "Time is a thief"
Matching (Figurative Language): 1→C, 2→E, 3→B, 4→D, 5→A

101. B — the main idea or message it explores

102. A — "Holding on to hope through hard times"

103. B — keeping the lyrics focused on the main idea

104. B — wanders off the theme

105. C — state or hint at the theme clearly

106. D — themes (messages about love)

107. understand and connect with the song

108. ask if each line supports the main idea

109. shown through story and images, not just stated flatly

110. a sentence or two
Matching (Theme & Message): 1→E, 2→D, 3→A, 4→C, 5→B

111. C — who is speaking or telling the song

112. A — 'I' and 'me'

113. B — 'you' (the listener or another person)

114. B — 'he,' 'she,' or 'they'

115. D — confuse the listener about who's speaking

116. C — its personality and tone — how the speaker sounds

117. "I won't back down"

118. like it comes from one real person

119. third person ('she')



120. second person ('you')
Matching (Voice & Point of View): 1→E, 2→A, 3→C, 4→D, 5→B

121. C — the same starting consonant sound in nearby words

122. B — alliteration

123. B — vowel sounds in nearby words

124. A — the long 'o'

125. D — consonant sounds (often at the ends or middles of words)

126. D — a musical, pleasing texture to the words

127. a joke or play on words using double meaning or similar sounds

128. like a tongue-twister

129. "The moon soon swooned"

130. wordplay that shapes how a lyric SOUNDS
Matching (Sound Devices & Wordplay): 1→A, 2→E, 3→D, 4→C, 5→B

131. C — improving a draft by changing, cutting, or sharpening lines

132. D — an overused phrase that has lost its freshness

133. B — stronger and easier to sing

134. C — "just"

135. D — sharpening word choice

136. B — say the idea in a fresher, more personal way

137. clunky rhythm and awkward words

138. cut one or make them do different work

139. "I slammed the door and drove all night"

140. cut even a favorite line if it doesn't serve the song
Matching (Revising Lyrics): 1→E, 2→C, 3→B, 4→D, 5→A

141. D — how smoothly the words ride the rhythm

142. D — how many syllables are packed into a beat or line

143. B — fast and busy

144. B — slow, open, or spacious



145. C — where one line ends and the next begins

146. D — create emphasis or a moment of suspense

147. how words are grouped and paced when sung

148. stay interesting and dynamic

149. landing firmly / resolution

150. momentum pulling into the next line
Matching (Rhythm & Flow): 1→E, 2→D, 3→A, 4→B, 5→C

151. B — A clear theme, a memorable hook, and a workable structure

152. B — prioritize meaning and find a rhyme that fits

153. B — structure serving meaning

154. B — "Theme: growing apart from a friend; hook 'we used to be'; verse-chorus 
form"

155. C — slower flow, gentle sounds, and imagery of loss

156. A — needs revision so the verses support the chorus

157. adds a fresh angle, then returns to the chorus

158. a unified, intentional feel

159. grabs attention with a vivid image or intriguing statement

160. Perform it out loud and revise anything clunky or unclear
Matching (Putting It All Together): 1→C, 2→B, 3→A, 4→D, 5→E

161. The chorus! Verses change to tell the story, but the chorus comes back again and 
again.

162. The hook! It's the part you find yourself humming later.

163. The bridge! It offers a fresh moment before the final chorus.

164. Yes! They share the same ending sound, "-oon"/"-une," so your ear hears a clean 
match.

165. A near-rhyme (or slant rhyme)! Songwriters use these all the time for variety.

166. The second! It SHOWS the sadness with a specific image instead of just naming 
the feeling.

167. So it's singable! If a line has too many or too few syllables, it won't fit the melody 



Spark & Anvil is a 501(c)(3) public charity. Apps + books are free forever.

smoothly.
168. The hook or the chorus! The catchiest, most-repeated line often becomes the 

title.
169. Because it's the catchiest part of the whole song!

170. Because it's the line that grabs you and won't let go!

171. Because verses carry the details while the chorus carries the feeling!

172. Because when two lines end alike, your ear feels a little click of "yes"!

173. Because it gives the song a fresh moment before the last chorus!

174. Because matching the beats keeps the lyric singable!
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