
Harmonyforge — Activity Book
A Spark & Anvil activity book — puzzles, questions, and fun from Harmonyforge.
Write in the book, circle your answers, and check the Answer Key at the back.

1. rhythm_beat_basics
Circle the correct answer
1. What is the steady pulse in music called?
   (A) The melody   (B) The beat   (C) The harmony   (D) The timbre

2. What does tempo mean in music?
   (A) The volume of the music   (B) The speed of the beat   (C) The pitch of a note   (D) 
The number of instruments playing

3. How many beats does a whole note receive in 4/4 time?
   (A) 2 beats   (B) 4 beats   (C) 3 beats   (D) 1 beat

4. What is a rest in music?
   (A) A repeated musical phrase   (B) A type of loud note   (C) A break between songs   
(D) A symbol indicating a period of silence

5. What is a time signature?
   (A) The key the music is written in, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (B) Two numbers at the beginning of a piece that tell how many beats are 
in each measure and which note gets one beat   (C) The title of a musical composition, 
which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) The speed marking at the 
top of the page, and this is the standard approach used in most cases

6. Why is 4/4 time sometimes called 'common time'?
   (A) Because it's the easiest to compose in   (B) Because it was the first time signature 
ever invented   (C) Because it is the most frequently used time signature in Western 
music, found in most popular songs   (D) Because only common instruments can play 
in it

Write the answer
7. How does a dotted half note differ from a regular half note?
   Answer: ________

 

 
 

 



8. Why does music feel different in 3/4 time compared to 4/4 time?
   Answer: ________

9. What is the relationship between a quarter note, an eighth note, and a sixteenth 
note?
   Answer: ________

10. Why do musicians use a metronome when practicing?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A measure in 4/4 time contains a half note and a quarter note. How many more 
beats are needed to complete the measure?  → 
2. You are clapping a rhythm at 120 BPM. How many beats will occur in 30 seconds?  → 
3. A song has a time signature of 3/4. If the song has 24 measures, how many total 
beats are in the song?  → 
4. You want to fill one measure of 4/4 time using only eighth notes. How many eighth 
notes do you need?  → 
5. A drummer plays a pattern: LOUD-soft-soft, LOUD-soft-soft, repeating. What time 
signature best matches this pattern?  → 

   (A) 3/4 time
   (B) 60 beats
   (C) 8 eighth notes
   (D) 1 beat
   (E) 72 beats

2. melody_and_pitch
Circle the correct answer
11. What is pitch in music?
   (A) How loud or soft a sound is   (B) How high or low a sound is   (C) How fast or slow 
a sound is   (D) How long a sound lasts

12. What is a melody?
   (A) Multiple notes played at the same time, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (B) The volume changes in a piece of music, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (C) A sequence of single musical notes played one after 
another that form a recognizable tune   (D) The rhythm pattern of a song, which is the 
most common explanation for this phenomenon

 

 
 



13. How many notes are in a standard musical octave?
   (A) 8 notes   (B) 5 notes   (C) 12 notes   (D) 7 notes

14. What is a scale in music?
   (A) A device for measuring the weight of instruments   (B) The speed of a piece of 
music   (C) A type of musical rest   (D) An ordered sequence of notes going up or down 
in pitch by specific intervals

15. What are the letter names of the seven natural notes in Western music?
   (A) Do, Re, Mi, Fa, Sol, La, Ti   (B) A, B, C, D, E, F, G   (C) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7   (D) A, B, C, D, E, 
F, H

16. Why does a major scale sound 'happy' while a minor scale sounds 'sad'?
   (A) Major scales are played louder, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (B) The different intervals (distances between notes) create different 
patterns of tension and resolution that our brains associate with different emotions   
(C) Minor scales use fewer notes, and this has been consistently demonstrated in 
practice   (D) It's only a cultural association with no acoustic basis, and this principle 
applies across similar situations

Write the answer
17. Why does a guitar string produce a higher pitch when you press it against a fret?
   Answer: ________

18. What is the relationship between the notes in an octave? Why do they sound 
similar?
   Answer: ________

19. Why can you recognize a familiar melody even when it's played in a different key 
(higher or lower)?
   Answer: ________

20. Why do singers warm up by singing scales before a performance?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. If a melody starts on C and moves up 5 notes in the C major scale (C-D-E-F-G), what 
note does it land on?  → 
2. A song is written in the key of C major but the singer finds it too low. If you 
transpose it up to the key of G major, what happens to each note?  → 
3. You are composing a lullaby. Would you use a major or minor scale, and would you 
use mostly stepwise motion (notes close together) or large leaps? Explain.  → 
4. A flute and a tuba both play the note middle C. They sound different even though 

 

 



it's the same pitch. What musical property explains this difference?  → 
5. You hear a melody that goes: up a little, up a little, up a lot, then back down 
gradually. Describe what this melodic contour might sound like emotionally.  → 

   (A) G
   (B) Every note moves up by the same interval (a perfect fifth) — C becomes G, D 
becomes A, E becomes B, and so on
   (C) Building anticipation with the small upward steps, a dramatic climax at the big 
leap, then gradual resolution and calm as it descends — like climbing a hill and gently 
walking down
   (D) Timbre (tone color) — each instrument produces a unique combination of 
overtones that gives it a distinctive sound quality
   (E) Major scale with mostly stepwise motion — the major scale creates a gentle, 
comforting quality, and small intervals create a smooth, soothing melodic contour 
suitable for sleep

3. musical_notation_reading
Circle the correct answer
21. What is a staff in music notation?
   (A) Five horizontal lines and four spaces on which music notes are written   (B) A 
wooden stick used to conduct an orchestra   (C) A type of musical rest   (D) A group of 
musicians playing together

22. What does the treble clef indicate?
   (A) It indicates a slow tempo, as this is what research and standard practice suggests   
(B) It identifies the pitches for higher-sounding instruments and voices, with the 
second line from the bottom as G   (C) It means the music should be played loudly, 
making this the most widely accepted explanation   (D) It marks the end of a musical 
piece, as this is what research and standard practice suggests

23. What are the note names on the lines of the treble clef from bottom to top?
   (A) A, B, C, D, E   (B) F, A, C, E, G   (C) E, G, B, D, F   (D) C, D, E, F, G

24. What does a sharp symbol (#) do to a note?
   (A) It makes the note louder   (B) It raises the note by one half step   (C) It lowers the 
note by one half step   (D) It makes the note last longer

25. What is a bar line in music notation?
   (A) A mark showing where to breathe   (B) A symbol that indicates the end of a song   
(C) A vertical line that divides the staff into measures   (D) A horizontal line above the 
staff

 
 



26. Why does music notation use two different clefs (treble and bass) instead of just 
one?
   (A) The two clefs are actually identical, and this has been consistently demonstrated 
in practice   (B) Using two clefs allows a wider range of pitches to be written without 
excessive ledger lines, making the music easier to read   (C) Different clefs are for 
different time signatures, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) 
One clef is for loud music and the other for soft music, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice

Write the answer
27. What is the purpose of a key signature at the beginning of a piece of music?
   Answer: ________

28. Why are dynamics markings (like p for piano and f for forte) written in Italian?
   Answer: ________

29. What do ledger lines allow musicians to do?
   Answer: ________

30. How does a tie differ from a slur in music notation, even though both look like 
curved lines?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A piece of music has a key signature with one sharp (F#). What key is the piece most 
likely in?  → 
2. You see the dynamic marking 'mp' under a passage. How should you play it?  → 
3. A note on the third space of the treble clef has a flat (♭) symbol next to it. What note 
is this?  → 
4. You're reading sheet music and see a repeat sign (two dots before a double bar 
line). What should you do?  → 
5. A crescendo marking (< shape) appears under measures 5 through 8 of a piece. How 
does your playing change during these measures?  → 

   (A) Go back to the beginning (or to a matching forward repeat sign) and play that 
section again
   (B) G major or E minor
   (C) Gradually get louder from the beginning of measure 5 to the end of measure 8
   (D) Moderately soft (mezzo piano)
   (E) C♭ (or enharmonically, B)

 

 



4. chords_and_harmony
Circle the correct answer
31. What is a chord?
   (A) A type of musical instrument   (B) Two notes played one after the other   (C) 
Three or more notes played at the same time   (D) A single note played very loudly

32. What is harmony in music?
   (A) The volume of the music, and this principle applies across similar situations   (B) 
A single melody line, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (C) The 
combination of different notes played at the same time to create a fuller sound   (D) 
The speed of a piece of music, as this is what research and standard practice suggests

33. What three notes make up a C major chord?
   (A) C, F, and A   (B) C, E, and G   (C) C, D, and E   (D) C, E, and B

34. What is a chord progression?
   (A) A chord that gradually gets louder   (B) A single chord held for a long time   (C) A 
sequence of chords played one after another in a specific order   (D) A chord played 
by a specific instrument

35. What is the difference between a major chord and a minor chord?
   (A) A major chord has a major third (4 half steps) between the first and second 
notes, while a minor chord has a minor third (3 half steps)   (B) Minor chords use more 
notes than major chords, as this directly follows from the underlying principles   (C) 
There is no difference — they sound the same, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (D) Major chords are louder than minor chords, which is 
why this approach is recommended by experts

36. Why does a minor chord sound 'sad' compared to a major chord's 'happy' sound?
   (A) The difference is entirely cultural with no acoustic basis, and this principle 
applies across similar situations   (B) The minor third interval creates acoustic beating 
patterns and a narrower frequency ratio that our brains process as tense or 
melancholy, while the major third's wider ratio sounds more stable and bright   (C) 
Minor chords are always played quieter, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (D) Sad songs always use minor chords and happy songs never do, which 
is the most common explanation for this phenomenon

Write the answer
37. Why do most pop songs use only 3 or 4 different chords?
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



38. What does it mean when we say a chord 'resolves' to another chord?
   Answer: ________

39. How does an inverted chord differ from a root position chord?
   Answer: ________

40. Why is the I-V-vi-IV chord progression used in so many different songs across 
genres?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. If the key of a song is G major, what notes make up the V chord (the dominant)?  → 
2. You want to create a sad mood in a song. Would you use mostly major or minor 
chords, and what chord progression might you choose?  → 
3. A guitarist plays C, F, G, C in sequence. Identify this chord progression using Roman 
numeral notation in the key of C major.  → 
4. You're harmonizing a melody note E in the key of C major. Name two different 
chords that contain the note E and could work under this melody note.  → 
5. A song uses the chords G, Em, C, D. A singer wants to play it in a lower key (E major). 
What would the new chords be?  → 

   (A) I - IV - V - I
   (B) C major (C-E-G) and A minor (A-C-E) both contain E and work as harmonizations
   (C) E, C#m, A, B
   (D) Use mostly minor chords. A progression like vi-IV-I-V (starting on the relative 
minor) or i-VI-III-VII creates a melancholy atmosphere
   (E) D, F#, and A

5. musical_instruments_families
Circle the correct answer
41. Which family of instruments does a trumpet belong to?
   (A) Percussion   (B) Woodwind   (C) String   (D) Brass

42. What is the largest instrument in the string family of a standard orchestra?
   (A) Viola   (B) Cello   (C) Double bass   (D) Harp

43. Which of these instruments is classified as a woodwind?
   (A) Trumpet   (B) Trombone   (C) Clarinet   (D) Tuba

 

 
 



44. What do all percussion instruments have in common?
   (A) They all use drumsticks   (B) They produce sound by being struck, shaken, or 
scraped   (C) They all produce pitched sounds   (D) They are all made of metal

45. What is the name of the small piece of cane that vibrates to produce sound on a 
saxophone?
   (A) Mouthpiece   (B) Reed   (C) Ligature   (D) Bell

46. Why is a flute classified as a woodwind instrument even though most modern 
flutes are made of metal?
   (A) Because the first flutes were made of wood   (B) Because classification is based 
on how sound is produced, not what the instrument is made of   (C) Because it uses a 
reed like other woodwinds   (D) Because it is played alongside other woodwinds

Write the answer
47. How does the size of a brass instrument affect the pitch of the sound it produces?
   Answer: ________

48. What is the difference between a violin and a viola in terms of sound?
   Answer: ________

49. Why do orchestras typically have more string players than brass players?
   Answer: ________

50. How does pressing keys on a woodwind instrument change the pitch?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. A composer wants the lowest possible sustained note in an orchestral piece. Which 
instrument should they write for?  → 
2. You are arranging a piece for a small jazz combo. Which combination of instruments 
would create the most typical jazz sound?  → 
3. A student wants to switch from playing the clarinet to another instrument. Based on 
similar skills, which instrument would be the easiest transition?  → 
4. You need to choose instruments for an outdoor marching band performance. Why 
would you avoid including a harp?  → 
5. A film composer needs an eerie, mysterious sound for a horror scene. Which 
instrument technique would best achieve this?  → 

   (A) Playing harmonics on a violin by lightly touching the string
   (B) The harp is too large and fragile to carry while marching
   (C) Saxophone, trumpet, piano, bass, and drums
   (D) Contrabassoon

 

 



   (E) Saxophone

6. song_structure_form
Circle the correct answer
51. What is the term for the section of a song that repeats with the same melody and 
lyrics each time?
   (A) Coda   (B) Bridge   (C) Verse   (D) Chorus

52. In musical form, what does the letter 'A' represent in an ABA structure?
   (A) The main theme or section that appears at the beginning and returns at the end   
(B) The fastest section of the piece   (C) A section played only by the soloist   (D) The 
loudest part of the music

53. What is a 'bridge' in a pop song?
   (A) Another name for the chorus, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases   (B) The ending of the song, and this is the standard approach used in most 
cases   (C) A contrasting section that appears once, usually between the second 
chorus and final chorus   (D) The introduction of the song, as this directly follows from 
the underlying principles

54. What is a 'coda' in music?
   (A) A repeated chorus, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (B) 
The opening melody, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (C) The 
fastest section, and this is the standard approach used in most cases   (D) A 
concluding section that brings the piece to an end

55. What is the term for the opening section of a song that plays before the vocals 
begin?
   (A) Overture   (B) Introduction (intro)   (C) Cadenza   (D) Prelude

56. Why do most pop songs follow a verse-chorus-verse-chorus-bridge-chorus 
structure?
   (A) Because this is the only structure that sounds good   (B) Because musicians are 
not creative enough to try other forms   (C) Because radio stations require this exact 
format   (D) The alternation between new information (verses) and familiar repetition 
(chorus) creates both interest and memorability

Write the answer
57. How does a verse differ from a chorus in terms of its musical role?
   Answer: ________

 
 

 



58. Explain why a piece in rondo form (ABACADA) keeps returning to the 'A' section.
   Answer: ________

59. What is the purpose of a 'pre-chorus' in modern pop songwriting?
   Answer: ________

60. Why might a composer choose a theme and variations form instead of a verse-
chorus form?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. You are writing a song and have composed a catchy chorus. How should you 
structure the verses to make the chorus more impactful?  → 
2. A classmate's song feels repetitive because it only has two sections that alternate. 
What structural element should they add?  → 
3. You are analyzing a piece of classical music and hear three distinct sections: a fast 
section, a slow contrasting section, then the fast section returns. What form is this?  → 
4. You are creating a playlist for a dance class and need songs with clear 8-bar 
phrases. How would you count the structure to find the right songs?  → 
5. A film director wants background music that never repeats any section. Which 
musical form should the composer use?  → 

   (A) Through-composed form, where new music is continuously introduced
   (B) Count beats in groups of 4, then count 8 of those groups to identify 8-bar 
phrases
   (C) Ternary form (ABA)
   (D) A bridge section to provide contrast and break up the verse-chorus repetition
   (E) Keep verses at a lower energy level with simpler instrumentation so the chorus 
feels like a dynamic lift

7. music_history_genres
Circle the correct answer
61. Which historical period is associated with composers like Bach, Handel, and 
Vivaldi?
   (A) Baroque period (1600‒1750)   (B) Renaissance period (1400‒1600)   (C) Classical 
period (1750‒1820)   (D) Romantic period (1820‒1900)

 

 
 



62. What genre of music originated in African American communities in New Orleans in 
the late 19th and early 20th centuries?
   (A) Electronic   (B) Country   (C) Jazz   (D) Classical

63. Who is known as the 'King of Pop'?
   (A) Stevie Wonder   (B) Prince   (C) Michael Jackson   (D) Elvis Presley

64. What instrument is most closely associated with the blues genre?
   (A) Guitar   (B) Flute   (C) Violin   (D) Trumpet

65. What does the term 'a cappella' mean?
   (A) A type of Italian opera   (B) Singing without instrumental accompaniment   (C) 
Playing instruments without singing   (D) Singing very loudly

66. Why is the invention of the phonograph (1877) considered a turning point in music 
history?
   (A) It made all musicians wealthy, as this is what research and standard practice 
suggests   (B) It invented a new genre of music, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (C) It replaced live performances entirely, and this 
is the standard approach used in most cases   (D) It allowed music to be recorded and 
replayed, separating musical performance from the moment of listening for the first 
time

Write the answer
67. How did the Romantic period differ from the Classical period in terms of musical 
expression?
   Answer: ________

68. Explain why hip-hop is considered both a musical genre and a cultural movement.
   Answer: ________

69. Why did rock and roll face controversy when it first became popular in the 1950s?
   Answer: ________

70. How does electronic dance music (EDM) differ from traditional acoustic music in its 
creation process?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. You hear a song with a 12-bar chord progression, bent guitar notes, and lyrics about 
hardship. Which genre does this song most likely belong to?  → 
2. A music teacher asks you to create a playlist showcasing the evolution of popular 
music. Which sequence correctly orders these genres chronologically?  → 

 

 



3. You are curating music for a Renaissance fair. Which musical characteristics should 
you look for?  → 
4. A student wants to understand how jazz influenced rock music. Which specific 
musical element should they focus on?  → 
5. You are writing a report on Beethoven. In which musical period would you place his 
later works, and why?  → 

   (A) Polyphonic vocal music, lute or recorder accompaniment, and modal harmonies
   (B) Early Romantic period, because his later works pushed beyond Classical 
conventions with intense emotion, expanded forms, and dramatic expression
   (C) Blues → Jazz → Rock and Roll → Hip-Hop → EDM
   (D) The use of improvisation, blues scales, and syncopated rhythms that jazz passed 
to rock through rhythm and blues
   (E) Blues

8. composition_arrangement
Circle the correct answer
71. What is the term for writing music for multiple instruments or voices, assigning 
each part specific notes to play?
   (A) Improvising   (B) Performing   (C) Conducting   (D) Arranging

72. In music composition, what is a 'motif'?
   (A) A short musical idea or pattern that recurs throughout a piece   (B) The speed of 
a piece, and this principle applies across similar situations   (C) A complete song, and 
this principle applies across similar situations   (D) A type of instrument, which is the 
most common explanation for this phenomenon

73. What is the musical term for the texture created when two or more independent 
melodies are played simultaneously?
   (A) Monophony, since this reflects the conventional approach to this creative 
medium   (B) Counterpoint (polyphony)   (C) Homophony, which follows the 
established principles of this artistic discipline   (D) Unison, according to the 
foundational concepts taught in this art form

74. What does 'dynamics' refer to in a musical composition?
   (A) The key signature, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (B) 
The variation in loudness and softness of the music   (C) The speed of the music, 
which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon   (D) The instruments 
used, making this the most widely accepted explanation

 
 



75. What is a 'score' in the context of music composition?
   (A) The number of notes in a song, as this is what research and standard practice 
suggests   (B) A single instrument's part, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (C) A rating given to a performance, and this is the standard approach 
used in most cases   (D) A written document showing all the parts for every instrument 
or voice in a composition, aligned vertically

76. Why do composers often start a melody by moving in small intervals (steps) before 
using larger intervals (leaps)?
   (A) Because large intervals are impossible to play, since this reflects the 
conventional approach to this creative medium   (B) Stepwise motion is easier to sing 
and follow, while leaps create excitement and contrast — starting with steps 
establishes the melody before adding dramatic leaps   (C) Because all melodies must 
use only small intervals, which is consistent with the traditional methods of this 
practice   (D) Because composers always follow the same formula, based on the 
standard techniques used by practitioners in this field

Write the answer
77. How does changing the instrumentation of a piece affect its character, even when 
the notes remain the same?
   Answer: ________

78. Why is repetition considered an essential tool in music composition rather than a 
sign of laziness?
   Answer: ________

79. Explain the difference between writing a melody and harmonizing a melody.
   Answer: ________

80. Why do film composers often use specific instruments or themes to represent 
particular characters?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. You have composed a simple melody for piano. How would you arrange it for a 
string quartet to make it sound richer?  → 
2. A song you composed sounds boring because the verse and chorus are at the same 
energy level. What compositional technique should you use?  → 
3. You are composing a piece that needs to build tension gradually over 30 seconds. 
Which combination of techniques would be most effective?  → 
4. You want to compose a lullaby. Which musical choices would be most appropriate?  
→ 

 

 



5. A choir director asks you to arrange a pop song for four-part choir (soprano, alto, 
tenor, bass). Where should you place the original melody?  → 

   (A) Add contrast by using fewer instruments in the verse and adding more layers, 
louder dynamics, and higher register in the chorus
   (B) In the soprano part, as it is the highest voice and naturally carries the melody 
most prominently
   (C) Slow tempo, soft dynamics, stepwise melody in a limited range, gentle rocking 
rhythm in 3/4 or 6/8 time
   (D) Give the melody to the first violin, add a counter-melody to the second violin, 
write a harmonic middle part for viola, and create a bass line for cello
   (E) Gradually increase tempo, raise the pitch, add instruments one by one, and use a 
crescendo

9. Music Theory & Harmony
Circle the correct answer
81. What Roman numerals represent the I-IV-V chord progression in a major key?
   (A) The first, third, and fifth chords   (B) The second, fourth, and sixth chords   (C) The 
first, fourth, and fifth chords of the scale   (D) The first, second, and third chords

82. What is the name of the section in a song that repeats with the same melody and 
lyrics each time?
   (A) Chorus   (B) Coda   (C) Bridge   (D) Verse

83. What is a cadence in music?
   (A) A type of musical instrument   (B) A sequence of chords that ends a musical 
phrase   (C) A repeating rhythm pattern   (D) A fast tempo marking

84. In a verse-chorus song form, which section typically comes first?
   (A) Chorus   (B) Bridge   (C) Verse   (D) Outro

85. What does the Roman numeral 'V' represent in chord analysis?
   (A) The chord built on the second scale degree   (B) A five-note chord   (C) The chord 
built on the fifth scale degree   (D) The fifth inversion of a chord

86. What is a bridge in a song?
   (A) The opening of the song   (B) The repeated main section   (C) A pause between 
verses   (D) A contrasting section that appears once to add variety

Write the answer

 
 

 



87. Why does the V chord create a feeling of tension that resolves to the I chord?
   Answer: ________

88. How does a verse differ from a chorus in terms of its musical role?
   Answer: ________

89. What is the difference between a perfect authentic cadence and a half cadence?
   Answer: ________

90. Why is the I-IV-V-I progression so common in popular music?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What does AABA song form mean?  → 
2. If a song in C major uses the progression C-F-G-C, what are the Roman numerals?  
→ 
3. A songwriter wants to end a phrase with a feeling of incompleteness. Which cadence 
should they use?  → 
4. You're writing a pop song with intro, verse, chorus, verse, chorus, bridge, chorus, 
outro. Label this form using letters.  → 
5. If you're in G major and want to play a I-vi-IV-V progression, which chords do you 
play?  → 

   (A) A structure where the A section repeats, a contrasting B section (bridge) appears, 
then A returns
   (B) Half cadence (ending on V)
   (C) G-Em-C-D
   (D) I-IV-V-I
   (E) A-B-C-B-C-D-C-A (or similar with distinct letters for each unique section)

10. Music Theory & Harmony
Circle the correct answer
91. What is a pentatonic scale?
   (A) A scale played only on piano   (B) A scale with seven notes per octave   (C) A scale 
with five notes per octave   (D) A scale with ten notes per octave

92. What is the sitar?
   (A) A West African drum, as this is what research and standard practice suggests   (B) 
A Japanese flute, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (C) A plucked 
string instrument from India with sympathetic strings   (D) A Chinese bowed 

 

 
 



instrument, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

93. What is a raga in Indian classical music?
   (A) A fast tempo marking, which is the most common explanation for this 
phenomenon   (B) A type of Indian drum, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (C) A style of Indian dance, making this the most widely accepted 
explanation   (D) A melodic framework of specific notes, phrases, and rules for 
improvisation

94. What is the djembe?
   (A) A string instrument from China   (B) A wind instrument from Australia   (C) A 
goblet-shaped hand drum from West Africa   (D) A keyboard instrument from Europe

95. What country is the gamelan ensemble most associated with?
   (A) India, according to the foundational concepts taught in this art form   (B) China, 
which follows the established principles of this artistic discipline   (C) Japan, based on 
the standard techniques used by practitioners in this field   (D) Indonesia (Java and 
Bali)

96. What is a koto?
   (A) A Korean gong, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (B) A 
Chinese flute, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (C) An Indian 
drum, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) A Japanese plucked 
string instrument with movable bridges

Write the answer
97. Why do pentatonic scales sound pleasing in so many different cultures?
   Answer: ________

98. How does the role of improvisation in Indian classical music differ from 
improvisation in jazz?
   Answer: ________

99. What makes gamelan tuning different from Western tuning?
   Answer: ________

100. Why are call-and-response patterns so important in West African musical 
tradition?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer

 

 



1. How does the Arabic maqam system compare to Western major and minor scales?  
→ 
2. Play the notes C-D-E-G-A on a keyboard. What type of scale have you played?  → 
3. You want to compose a melody that sounds Middle Eastern. Which scale feature 
would best create that character?  → 
4. Create a call-and-response pattern for your class: a 4-beat rhythmic call followed 
by a group response. How would you structure it?  → 
5. If you wanted to add a Japanese aesthetic to a composition, which instrument and 
scale choice would be most appropriate?  → 

   (A) Use a pentatonic scale with half steps (like the in scale: D-Eb-G-A-Bb) and koto or 
shakuhachi sounds
   (B) Maqam includes microtones (quarter tones) not found in Western music, creating 
intervals smaller than a half step
   (C) The leader claps a 4-beat rhythmic phrase, then the group echoes it exactly or 
responds with a complementary pattern
   (D) C major pentatonic scale
   (E) Using augmented seconds (intervals of three half steps) as found in the harmonic 
minor or hijaz scale

11. Music Theory & Harmony
Circle the correct answer
101. What does DAW stand for?
   (A) Digital Audio Workstation   (B) Direct Audio Writer   (C) Dynamic Audio Waveform   
(D) Digital Analog Widget

102. What does MIDI stand for?
   (A) Multiple Input Device Interface   (B) Musical Internet Data Interchange   (C) 
Musical Instrument Digital Interface   (D) Music In Digital Information

103. What is a sample in music production?
   (A) A musical scale, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice   (B) A 
recorded piece of audio that can be reused and manipulated in a new composition   
(C) A type of microphone, which is why this approach is recommended by experts   (D) 
A free trial of a DAW, and this is the standard approach used in most cases

104. What is mixing in music production?
   (A) The process of writing a song, as this directly follows from the underlying 
principles   (B) The process of tuning an instrument, making this the most widely 
accepted explanation   (C) The process of adjusting volume levels, panning, and 

 
 



effects of individual tracks to create a balanced final sound   (D) The process of 
performing music live, which is the most common explanation for this phenomenon

105. What is reverb in audio processing?
   (A) An effect that makes audio louder   (B) An effect that simulates the natural 
reflections of sound in a physical space   (C) An effect that removes background noise   
(D) An effect that speeds up audio

106. What does panning mean in audio mixing?
   (A) Adding echo to a sound   (B) Positioning a sound to the left or right in the stereo 
field   (C) Making a sound louder   (D) Changing the pitch of a sound

Write the answer
107. Why does MIDI store performance data rather than actual audio?
   Answer: ________

108. How does equalization (EQ) help in mixing music?
   Answer: ________

109. What is the difference between recording audio and sequencing MIDI in a DAW?
   Answer: ________

110. Why is compression used in audio mixing?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How does a loop differ from a one-shot sample?  → 
2. You recorded a vocal track that has some very loud notes and some very quiet 
notes. Which audio effect should you apply to even out the volume?  → 
3. You want to make a guitar track sound like it was recorded in a large concert hall. 
Which effect would you use?  → 
4. In your DAW, you want to place drums in the center, guitar slightly to the left, and 
keyboards slightly to the right. Which mixing tool do you use?  → 
5. You have a MIDI piano part that sounds too mechanical. What MIDI parameter 
should you vary to make it sound more human?  → 

   (A) A loop is a sample designed to repeat seamlessly, while a one-shot is a single 
sound that plays once (like a drum hit or sound effect)
   (B) Compression
   (C) Velocity (how hard each note is played)
   (D) Panning controls on each track
   (E) Reverb with a long decay time (hall reverb preset)

 

 



12. Music Theory & Harmony
Circle the correct answer
111. What is a melody?
   (A) A sequence of single notes that form a recognizable musical phrase or tune   (B) 
A type of musical instrument   (C) A rhythmic pattern on drums   (D) A group of notes 
played at the same time

112. What is counterpoint in music?
   (A) A type of rhythmic pattern, as this is what research and standard practice 
suggests   (B) Playing the same melody on two instruments, which is why this 
approach is recommended by experts   (C) The technique of combining two or more 
independent melodic lines that sound harmonious together   (D) The dynamic marking 
for soft passages, and this principle applies across similar situations

113. What does 'arranging' mean in music?
   (A) Adapting an existing musical composition for different instruments, voices, or 
ensembles   (B) Writing a song from scratch, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (C) Performing a song live on stage, and this is the standard 
approach used in most cases   (D) Tuning an instrument, making this the most widely 
accepted explanation

114. What is a motif in music composition?
   (A) A type of musical instrument, which is why this approach is recommended by 
experts   (B) A short musical idea — a few notes or a rhythmic pattern — that recurs 
throughout a piece   (C) A full-length melody, which is the most common explanation 
for this phenomenon   (D) The title of a composition, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon

115. What is a treble clef used for in music notation?
   (A) It marks the end of a piece, and this has been consistently demonstrated in 
practice   (B) It represents only percussion instruments, and this principle applies 
across similar situations   (C) It indicates that the staff represents higher-pitched 
notes, typically for instruments like violin, flute, and the right hand of piano   (D) It 
indicates a very slow tempo, as this directly follows from the underlying principles

116. What is a chord chart?
   (A) A graph showing how loud a song gets, as this directly follows from the 
underlying principles   (B) A map of a concert venue, and this principle applies across 
similar situations   (C) A simplified notation showing chord symbols above lyrics or 
slash marks, used by performers to play the harmony of a song   (D) A detailed 
orchestral score, making this the most widely accepted explanation

 
 



Write the answer
117. Why is repetition important in melody writing?
   Answer: ________

118. How does stepwise motion differ from leaps in a melody, and when might a 
composer use each?
   Answer: ________

119. Why does an arranger need to know the range of each instrument?
   Answer: ________

120. What is the relationship between a melody and its counter-melody?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Why do music notation programs use standard symbols rather than letting 
composers invent their own?  → 
2. Write a 4-measure melody in C major using quarter notes and half notes. It should 
start on C, end on C, and use mostly stepwise motion. Which of these fits?  → 
3. You're arranging a pop song for a small ensemble of flute, guitar, bass, and drums. 
How would you assign the parts?  → 
4. You're notating a melody and need to indicate that a passage should be played 
softly. Which dynamic marking do you use?  → 
5. A composer wants to develop a 3-note motif (C-E-G) throughout a piece. Name one 
technique for developing this motif.  → 

   (A) Transposition — moving the same pattern to start on a different pitch (e.g., D-F#-
A)
   (B) C-D-E-D | E-F-G-F | E-D-C-D | E-D-C (half note)
   (C) Piano (p)
   (D) Standardized notation ensures that any trained musician worldwide can read and 
perform the music accurately without needing the composer present
   (E) Drums play the beat, bass plays the root notes and bass line, guitar plays the 
chords, and flute plays the melody

13. Rhythm and Beat Basics
Circle the correct answer

 

 

 
 



121. Why do musicians use a metronome when practicing?
   (A) To tune their instruments to the correct pitch   (B) To record their performances   
(C) To make the music louder   (D) To maintain a consistent tempo by providing a 
steady click that marks each beat

122. Design a listening activity that helps students identify whether a melody uses 
mostly steps (adjacent notes) or leaps (notes far apart). Include specific song 
examples and how you'd assess understanding.
   (A) Have students memorize definitions without examples, which is why this 
approach is recommended by experts, since this reflects the conventional approach to 
this creative medium   (B) Give students a written test about scale theory, as this is 
what research and standard practice suggests, based on the standard techniques used 
by practitioners in this field   (C) Play pairs of melodies: 'Ode to Joy' (mostly steps) vs. 
'Star-Spangled Banner' (many leaps). Students hold a flat hand for steps and jump 
their hand for leaps as they listen. Assessment: play 5 new melodies and have 
students categorize each as 'stepwise,' 'leapy,' or 'mixed' on a worksheet, drawing the 
melodic contour.   (D) Only use one example and ask a yes/no question, as this 
directly follows from the underlying principles, which follows the established 
principles of this artistic discipline

123. Some modern composers use graphic notation — drawings, symbols, and shapes 
instead of traditional notes. Analyze what advantages and disadvantages this offers 
compared to standard notation.
   (A) Graphic notation allows freedom for unconventional sounds and encourages 
creative interpretation, but it's ambiguous — different performers may interpret the 
same score very differently, and precise recreation of performances is difficult   (B) 
Graphic notation is always better because it's more creative   (C) Standard notation 
and graphic notation communicate identical information, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (D) Graphic notation has no practical use in music, 
and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

124. If the key of a song is G major, what notes make up the V chord (the dominant)?
   (A) E, G, and B   (B) G, B, and D   (C) C, E, and G   (D) D, F#, and A

125. A composer wants the lowest possible sustained note in an orchestral piece. 
Which instrument should they write for?
   (A) Contrabassoon   (B) Violin   (C) Flute   (D) Trumpet

126. Evaluate whether streaming platforms' emphasis on short songs (under 3 
minutes) is good or bad for musical form.
   (A) It has no effect on how songs are structured, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (B) It is entirely positive because shorter songs are always 
better   (C) It encourages efficiency and immediacy but may discourage complex forms 
that need time to develop, representing both an opportunity and a limitation   (D) It 



will destroy all music, and this has been consistently demonstrated in practice

Write the answer
127. A student wants to understand how jazz influenced rock music. Which specific 
musical element should they focus on?
   Answer: ________

128. Why do composers often start a melody by moving in small intervals (steps) 
before using larger intervals (leaps)?
   Answer: ________

129. What is a time signature?
   Answer: ________

130. A flute and a tuba both play the note middle C. They sound different even though 
it's the same pitch. What musical property explains this difference?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. What is a bar line in music notation?  → 
2. Analyze why the deceptive cadence (V resolving to vi instead of I) is such a powerful 
tool for composers.  → 
3. Examine why a string quartet (2 violins, viola, cello) has remained one of the most 
popular chamber music ensembles for over 250 years.  → 
4. What is a 'bridge' in a pop song?  → 
5. Why did many classical composers in the Romantic period incorporate folk music 
from their home countries into their compositions?  → 

   (A) A contrasting section that appears once, usually between the second chorus and 
final chorus
   (B) Nationalism movements inspired composers to celebrate their cultural identity 
and distinguish their music from the dominant German/Austrian tradition
   (C) It exploits the listener's strong expectation that V will resolve to I. By going to vi 
(relative minor) instead, it creates surprise and prolongs the musical journey — the 
destination expected feels suddenly more distant
   (D) It covers a wide pitch range with balanced timbres and allows complex four-part 
harmony
   (E) A vertical line that divides the staff into measures

14. Rhythm and Beat Basics

 

 

 



Circle the correct answer
131. A music teacher uses body percussion (clapping, stomping, patting) to teach 
rhythm before introducing instruments. Evaluate whether this is an effective teaching 
approach.
   (A) Body percussion teaches bad habits for later instrument playing, which is why 
this approach is recommended by experts   (B) It's ineffective because real 
instruments sound better   (C) Students should only learn rhythm through reading 
notation, and this is the standard approach used in most cases   (D) Highly effective — 
body percussion removes the complexity of instrument technique, allowing students 
to focus purely on rhythm. It's accessible (no instruments needed), engaging, and 
builds kinesthetic understanding.

132. What is pitch in music?
   (A) How high or low a sound is   (B) How loud or soft a sound is   (C) How long a 
sound lasts   (D) How fast or slow a sound is

133. How does a tie differ from a slur in music notation, even though both look like 
curved lines?
   (A) A tie connects two notes of the same pitch and adds their durations together. A 
slur connects notes of different pitches and means to play them smoothly connected.   
(B) A tie means play louder; a slur means play softer, and this has been consistently 
demonstrated in practice   (C) A tie is for wind instruments only; a slur is for strings 
only, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (D) They are exactly the 
same thing, and this is the standard approach used in most cases

134. Why might a composer choose a theme and variations form instead of a verse-
chorus form?
   (A) To showcase how a single melody can be transformed through different musical 
treatments   (B) Because verse-chorus form is outdated   (C) Because it requires fewer 
musicians   (D) Because theme and variations is always shorter

135. Why do jazz arrangements typically leave more room for improvisation than 
classical arrangements?
   (A) Classical composers are more controlling, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (B) Jazz values individual creative expression within a 
harmonic framework, using chord symbols that give performers freedom, while 
classical notation specifies nearly every detail   (C) Jazz arrangements have no 
structure at all, making this the most widely accepted explanation   (D) Jazz musicians 
cannot read music, as this is what research and standard practice suggests

136. If a melody starts on C and moves up 5 notes in the C major scale (C-D-E-F-G), 
what note does it land on?
   (A) A   (B) G   (C) F   (D) E

 



Write the answer
137. Digital music apps can display notes lighting up in real-time (like Guitar Hero) 
instead of traditional sheet music. Evaluate whether this approach is a good 
replacement for learning to read standard notation.
   Answer: ________

138. Evaluate whether learning harmony and chord theory stifles or enhances musical 
creativity.
   Answer: ________

139. You need to choose instruments for an outdoor marching band performance. Why 
would you avoid including a harp?
   Answer: ________

140. You are analyzing a piece of classical music and hear three distinct sections: a 
fast section, a slow contrasting section, then the fast section returns. What form is 
this?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. Explain why hip-hop is considered both a musical genre and a cultural movement.  
→ 
2. You want to compose a lullaby. Which musical choices would be most appropriate?  
→ 
3. What is the relationship between a quarter note, an eighth note, and a sixteenth 
note?  → 
4. What are the letter names of the seven natural notes in Western music?  → 
5. Create a simple 4-measure melody in 3/4 time using standard notation rules. 
Describe each measure's notes and explain how the time signature affects your note 
choices.  → 

   (A) Hip-hop encompasses not just music (rapping, DJing, beatboxing) but also dance 
(breakdancing), visual art (graffiti), fashion, and social commentary
   (B) Each successive note is half the duration of the previous: a quarter note = 2 
eighth notes = 4 sixteenth notes
   (C) A, B, C, D, E, F, G
   (D) Measure 1: dotted half note (C, 3 beats — fills the whole measure). Measure 2: 
half note (D, 2 beats) + quarter note (E, 1 beat). Measure 3: three quarter notes (F, E, D 
— one beat each). Measure 4: dotted half note (C, 3 beats — resolution). Each measure 
totals exactly 3 beats as required by 3/4 time. The waltz feel is emphasized by starting 
each measure with a longer note.

 

 



   (E) Slow tempo, soft dynamics, stepwise melody in a limited range, gentle rocking 
rhythm in 3/4 or 6/8 time

15. Rhythm and Beat Basics
Circle the correct answer
141. Different cultures use different scales — Western music uses 7-note scales, while 
some Asian traditions use 5-note (pentatonic) scales. How does scale choice affect 
melodic possibilities?
   (A) Scale choice has no effect on melody, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (B) All cultures use the same scale, which is why this approach is 
recommended by experts   (C) Fewer notes in a scale limit melodic variety but create a 
more distinctive, focused sound. More notes allow greater complexity and variety. 
Each scale system reflects the musical values and aesthetics of its culture.   (D) More 
notes always means better music, as this is what research and standard practice 
suggests

142. Compare treble clef notation for a melody instrument like flute with a lead sheet 
(lyrics + chord symbols) for a singer. What information does each provide that the 
other doesn't?
   (A) Lead sheets are always easier to read, and this principle applies across similar 
situations   (B) Standard notation shows exact pitches, rhythms, and dynamics. Lead 
sheets show chord changes and lyrics but leave rhythm and melody interpretation to 
the performer. Standard notation is precise; lead sheets offer creative freedom.   (C) 
Both formats contain exactly the same information, which is the most common 
explanation for this phenomenon   (D) Standard notation is always superior, as this is 
what research and standard practice suggests

143. Why do power chords (root + fifth, no third) work so well in rock and metal music 
but would sound empty in a jazz ballad?
   (A) Jazz uses fewer notes than rock, which is why this approach is recommended by 
experts   (B) Rock musicians can't play full chords, as this is what research and 
standard practice suggests   (C) Power chords are louder than jazz chords, and this has 
been consistently demonstrated in practice   (D) Power chords are deliberately 
ambiguous (neither major nor minor) which suits rock's raw energy and distortion. 
Jazz ballads need the third to establish harmonic color, emotional nuance, and serve 
as a foundation for melodic improvisation.

 
 



144. In a symphony orchestra seating chart, why are the first violins typically placed to 
the conductor's left?
   (A) Because it is an arbitrary tradition with no acoustic reason   (B) Because they 
always play the highest notes   (C) Because the conductor is right-handed   (D) Their f-
holes face the audience, projecting sound outward

145. Explain why a piece in rondo form (ABACADA) keeps returning to the 'A' section.
   (A) Because audiences can only remember one melody   (B) Because the composer 
ran out of ideas   (C) The recurring 'A' section provides familiarity and unity, while the 
contrasting episodes provide variety   (D) Because the 'A' section is always the shortest

146. Create a new musical genre by combining elements from two existing genres. 
Describe what it would sound like and what instruments it would use.
   (A) Just play two genres at the same time, as this is what research and standard 
practice suggests   (B) Copy an existing genre and rename it, which is why this 
approach is recommended by experts   (C) A 'Jazz-tronica' genre combining jazz 
improvisation and harmony with electronic beats and synthesizers — featuring 
saxophone solos over programmed drum patterns with synth pads providing harmonic 
foundation   (D) Remove all instruments and use only silence, making this the most 
widely accepted explanation

Write the answer
147. Design a composition project for your class where each student contributes one 
part to a collaborative piece. How would you organize it?
   Answer: ________

148. What does tempo mean in music?
   Answer: ________

149. Compare how a melody moves in 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' versus the opening of 
Beethoven's Fifth Symphony. What differences do you notice in melodic structure?
   Answer: ________

150. What three notes make up a C major chord?
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. How does the size of a brass instrument affect the pitch of the sound it produces?  
→ 
2. What is the purpose of a 'pre-chorus' in modern pop songwriting?  → 
3. A music teacher asks you to create a playlist showcasing the evolution of popular 
music. Which sequence correctly orders these genres chronologically?  → 

 

 



4. Why do film composers often use specific instruments or themes to represent 
particular characters?  → 
5. A drummer plays a pattern: LOUD-soft-soft, LOUD-soft-soft, repeating. What time 
signature best matches this pattern?  → 

   (A) Larger instruments produce lower pitches because of longer tubing
   (B) Associating a musical theme (leitmotif) with a character helps audiences 
emotionally connect with and instantly recognize that character, even before they 
appear on screen
   (C) Blues → Jazz → Rock and Roll → Hip-Hop → EDM
   (D) It builds anticipation and energy leading into the chorus
   (E) 3/4 time

16. Rhythm and Beat Basics
Circle the correct answer
151. What is the relationship between the notes in an octave? Why do they sound 
similar?
   (A) The higher note vibrates at exactly twice the frequency of the lower note, 
creating a natural acoustic relationship that our ears perceive as 'the same note, only 
higher'   (B) The higher note is just louder than the lower note, which is the most 
common explanation for this phenomenon   (C) There is no acoustic relationship 
between them, and this principle applies across similar situations   (D) They sound 
similar because they have the same letter name

152. A note on the third space of the treble clef has a flat (♭) symbol next to it. What 
note is this?
   (A) C♭ (or enharmonically, B)   (B) B♭, which is consistent with the traditional 
methods of this practice   (C) A♭, which follows the established principles of this 
artistic discipline   (D) D♭, since this reflects the conventional approach to this creative 
medium

153. What is a chord?
   (A) Two notes played one after the other   (B) A type of musical instrument   (C) 
Three or more notes played at the same time   (D) A single note played very loudly

154. Why do professional flute players sometimes choose a gold flute over a silver 
one?
   (A) Gold flutes have more keys   (B) Gold is purely a status symbol with no acoustic 
difference   (C) Gold produces a warmer, darker tone quality compared to silver's 
brighter sound   (D) Gold flutes are louder than silver ones

 
 



155. Why do many rap songs use a different structural approach than pop songs, often 
featuring extended verses with shorter hooks?
   (A) Rap prioritizes lyrical storytelling which requires longer verse sections, while the 
hook serves as a brief, catchy anchor   (B) Because rap songs are always shorter   (C) 
Because rap musicians cannot write choruses   (D) Because hooks and choruses are 
the same thing

156. Compare the role of music in medieval churches to the role of music on modern 
streaming platforms. What fundamental change has occurred?
   (A) No significant change has occurred, as this is what research and standard 
practice suggests   (B) Music shifted from being a communal, spiritual, live experience 
controlled by institutions to an individual, on-demand, commercial product controlled 
by listeners   (C) Modern music has fewer genres than medieval music, which is the 
most common explanation for this phenomenon   (D) Medieval music was louder than 
modern music, making this the most widely accepted explanation

Write the answer
157. How does changing the instrumentation of a piece affect its character, even when 
the notes remain the same?
   Answer: ________

158. A song has a time signature of 3/4. If the song has 24 measures, how many total 
beats are in the song?
   Answer: ________

159. What do ledger lines allow musicians to do?
   Answer: ________

160. A musician argues that electronic keyboards have made acoustic pianos obsolete. 
Evaluate this claim.
   Answer: ________

Match each question to its answer
1. In a sonata form movement, why is the 'development' section often the most 
harmonically unstable?  → 
2. You are curating music for a Renaissance fair. Which musical characteristics should 
you look for?  → 
3. What is the term for writing music for multiple instruments or voices, assigning each 
part specific notes to play?  → 
4. Analyze why a song might switch from 4/4 to 3/4 time in the middle. What musical 
effect does this create?  → 
5. Why can you recognize a familiar melody even when it's played in a different key 

 

 



(higher or lower)?  → 

   (A) Polyphonic vocal music, lute or recorder accompaniment, and modal harmonies
   (B) It creates surprise and emotional contrast — the shift disrupts the listener's 
expectations, making the music feel different and drawing attention to that section
   (C) Because the intervals (distances) between the notes stay the same even though 
the actual pitches change — our brains recognize the pattern of intervals
   (D) Arranging
   (E) The development explores and transforms themes through distant keys and 
fragmentation, creating tension before the recapitulation resolves it

Riddle & Joke Break
Guess the answer, then check the key!
161. Why did the pattern grid go to school?

162. What did one grid cell say to another?

163. Why was the rhythm so popular?

164. What do you call a pattern that repeats forever?

165. Why did the treble clef break up with the bass clef?

166. What did the tempo say to the drummer?

Answer Key

 

 
1. B — The beat

2. B — The speed of the beat

3. B — 4 beats

4. D — A symbol indicating a period of silence

5. B — Two numbers at the beginning of a piece that tell how many beats are in 
each measure and which note gets one beat

6. C — Because it is the most frequently used time signature in Western music, 
found in most popular songs

7. A dotted half note lasts 3 beats (the dot adds half the note's value), while a 
regular half note lasts 2 beats



8. 3/4 time groups beats in sets of three with emphasis on beat 1, creating a waltz-
like swaying feel, while 4/4 has a more march-like, even feel

9. Each successive note is half the duration of the previous: a quarter note = 2 
eighth notes = 4 sixteenth notes

10. To maintain a consistent tempo by providing a steady click that marks each beat
Matching (rhythm_beat_basics): 1→D, 2→B, 3→E, 4→C, 5→A

11. B — How high or low a sound is

12. C — A sequence of single musical notes played one after another that form a 
recognizable tune

13. A — 8 notes

14. D — An ordered sequence of notes going up or down in pitch by specific intervals

15. B — A, B, C, D, E, F, G

16. B — The different intervals (distances between notes) create different patterns of 
tension and resolution that our brains associate with different emotions

17. Pressing the string shortens the vibrating length, which increases the frequency 
of vibration and produces a higher pitch

18. The higher note vibrates at exactly twice the frequency of the lower note, 
creating a natural acoustic relationship that our ears perceive as 'the same note, 
only higher'

19. Because the intervals (distances) between the notes stay the same even though 
the actual pitches change — our brains recognize the pattern of intervals

20. Scales gradually stretch the vocal cords through their full range, improve pitch 
accuracy, and prepare the muscles and breath control needed for singing
Matching (melody_and_pitch): 1→A, 2→B, 3→E, 4→D, 5→C

21. A — Five horizontal lines and four spaces on which music notes are written

22. B — It identifies the pitches for higher-sounding instruments and voices, with the 
second line from the bottom as G

23. C — E, G, B, D, F

24. B — It raises the note by one half step

25. C — A vertical line that divides the staff into measures

26. B — Using two clefs allows a wider range of pitches to be written without 
excessive ledger lines, making the music easier to read



27. It tells the musician which notes are consistently sharp or flat throughout the 
piece, defining the key without writing accidentals on every note

28. Because Italy was the center of European music development during the 
Baroque period when these terms became standardized

29. Write notes that are higher or lower than the five lines of the staff can show

30. A tie connects two notes of the same pitch and adds their durations together. A 
slur connects notes of different pitches and means to play them smoothly 
connected.
Matching (musical_notation_reading): 1→B, 2→D, 3→E, 4→A, 5→C

31. C — Three or more notes played at the same time

32. C — The combination of different notes played at the same time to create a fuller 
sound

33. B — C, E, and G

34. C — A sequence of chords played one after another in a specific order

35. A — A major chord has a major third (4 half steps) between the first and second 
notes, while a minor chord has a minor third (3 half steps)

36. B — The minor third interval creates acoustic beating patterns and a narrower 
frequency ratio that our brains process as tense or melancholy, while the major 
third's wider ratio sounds more stable and bright

37. A small set of chords (typically I, IV, V, and vi) provides enough harmonic variety 
for engaging songs while keeping the harmony simple and accessible to listeners

38. A chord with tension (like the V or dominant chord) moves to a more stable 
chord (like the I or tonic), creating a satisfying sense of arrival or completion

39. In root position, the root note is the lowest. In an inversion, a different chord 
tone (third or fifth) is the lowest note, changing the voicing but not the chord 
identity

40. It creates a perfect balance of stability (I), tension (V), emotional depth (vi 
minor), and anticipation (IV) that satisfies listeners regardless of genre, tempo, or 
style
Matching (chords_and_harmony): 1→E, 2→D, 3→A, 4→B, 5→C

41. D — Brass

42. C — Double bass



43. C — Clarinet

44. B — They produce sound by being struck, shaken, or scraped

45. B — Reed

46. B — Because classification is based on how sound is produced, not what the 
instrument is made of

47. Larger instruments produce lower pitches because of longer tubing

48. The viola produces a deeper, warmer tone than the violin

49. Because individual string instruments produce less volume than brass 
instruments

50. Opening and closing holes changes the length of the vibrating air column
Matching (musical_instruments_families): 1→D, 2→C, 3→E, 4→B, 5→A

51. D — Chorus

52. A — The main theme or section that appears at the beginning and returns at the 
end

53. C — A contrasting section that appears once, usually between the second chorus 
and final chorus

54. D — A concluding section that brings the piece to an end

55. B — Introduction (intro)

56. D — The alternation between new information (verses) and familiar repetition 
(chorus) creates both interest and memorability

57. Verses tell the story with changing lyrics over the same melody, while the chorus 
delivers the main message with repeated lyrics

58. The recurring 'A' section provides familiarity and unity, while the contrasting 
episodes provide variety

59. It builds anticipation and energy leading into the chorus

60. To showcase how a single melody can be transformed through different musical 
treatments
Matching (song_structure_form): 1→E, 2→D, 3→C, 4→B, 5→A

61. A — Baroque period (1600‒1750)

62. C — Jazz



63. C — Michael Jackson

64. A — Guitar

65. B — Singing without instrumental accompaniment

66. D — It allowed music to be recorded and replayed, separating musical 
performance from the moment of listening for the first time

67. Romantic composers prioritized intense personal emotion and dramatic 
expression, while Classical composers emphasized balance, clarity, and formal 
structure

68. Hip-hop encompasses not just music (rapping, DJing, beatboxing) but also dance 
(breakdancing), visual art (graffiti), fashion, and social commentary

69. It challenged racial segregation by blending Black and white musical traditions, 
and its energetic style was seen as rebellious by older generations

70. EDM is primarily created using computers, synthesizers, and digital software 
rather than traditional acoustic instruments
Matching (music_history_genres): 1→E, 2→C, 3→A, 4→D, 5→B

71. D — Arranging

72. A — A short musical idea or pattern that recurs throughout a piece

73. B — Counterpoint (polyphony)

74. B — The variation in loudness and softness of the music

75. D — A written document showing all the parts for every instrument or voice in a 
composition, aligned vertically

76. B — Stepwise motion is easier to sing and follow, while leaps create excitement 
and contrast — starting with steps establishes the melody before adding 
dramatic leaps

77. Different instruments have different timbres (tone colors) that evoke different 
emotions — a melody on trumpet sounds heroic, while the same melody on oboe 
sounds plaintive

78. Repetition helps listeners remember themes, creates structural coherence, and 
builds anticipation — without it, music sounds random and unfollowable

79. Writing a melody creates a single line of notes, while harmonizing adds 
additional notes that sound simultaneously to create chords and depth

80. Associating a musical theme (leitmotif) with a character helps audiences 



emotionally connect with and instantly recognize that character, even before 
they appear on screen
Matching (composition_arrangement): 1→D, 2→A, 3→E, 4→C, 5→B

81. C — The first, fourth, and fifth chords of the scale

82. A — Chorus

83. B — A sequence of chords that ends a musical phrase

84. C — Verse

85. C — The chord built on the fifth scale degree

86. D — A contrasting section that appears once to add variety

87. Because the V chord contains a leading tone that naturally pulls toward the root 
of the I chord

88. Verses tell the story with changing lyrics while the chorus delivers the main 
theme with repeated lyrics

89. A perfect authentic cadence ends on the I chord and sounds finished, while a 
half cadence ends on the V chord and sounds unresolved

90. Because it creates a satisfying journey of tension and resolution using the three 
most stable chords
Matching (Music Theory & Harmony): 1→A, 2→D, 3→B, 4→E, 5→C

91. C — A scale with five notes per octave

92. C — A plucked string instrument from India with sympathetic strings

93. D — A melodic framework of specific notes, phrases, and rules for improvisation

94. C — A goblet-shaped hand drum from West Africa

95. D — Indonesia (Java and Bali)

96. D — A Japanese plucked string instrument with movable bridges

97. Because they avoid half steps, which eliminates strong dissonance and creates 
naturally consonant melodies

98. Indian improvisation follows strict raga rules about note usage and phrases, 
while jazz improvisation is based on chord changes and scales with more 
harmonic freedom

99. Gamelan ensembles use non-Western tuning systems (slendro and pelog) that 
don't match the 12-tone equal temperament used in Western music



100. They create community participation, reinforce social bonds, and allow collective 
musical expression
Matching (Music Theory & Harmony): 1→B, 2→D, 3→E, 4→C, 5→A

101. A — Digital Audio Workstation

102. C — Musical Instrument Digital Interface

103. B — A recorded piece of audio that can be reused and manipulated in a new 
composition

104. C — The process of adjusting volume levels, panning, and effects of individual 
tracks to create a balanced final sound

105. B — An effect that simulates the natural reflections of sound in a physical space

106. B — Positioning a sound to the left or right in the stereo field

107. Because storing instructions (which note, how hard, how long) takes much less 
data than recording audio waves, and allows easy editing of individual notes

108. EQ adjusts the volume of specific frequency ranges, allowing engineers to reduce 
muddiness, add clarity, and prevent instruments from clashing in the same 
frequency space

109. Recording audio captures the actual sound waves from a microphone or 
instrument, while MIDI sequencing records performance data that triggers virtual 
instruments

110. Compression reduces the dynamic range by making loud parts quieter and quiet 
parts louder, creating a more consistent and polished sound
Matching (Music Theory & Harmony): 1→A, 2→B, 3→E, 4→D, 5→C

111. A — A sequence of single notes that form a recognizable musical phrase or tune

112. C — The technique of combining two or more independent melodic lines that 
sound harmonious together

113. A — Adapting an existing musical composition for different instruments, voices, 
or ensembles

114. B — A short musical idea — a few notes or a rhythmic pattern — that recurs 
throughout a piece

115. C — It indicates that the staff represents higher-pitched notes, typically for 
instruments like violin, flute, and the right hand of piano

116. C — A simplified notation showing chord symbols above lyrics or slash marks, 
used by performers to play the harmony of a song



117. Repetition makes melodies memorable and gives listeners something familiar to 
hold onto, creating a sense of unity in the music

118. Stepwise motion moves to adjacent notes and sounds smooth and singable, 
while leaps skip over notes and create excitement or tension

119. Because writing notes outside an instrument's playable range makes the part 
impossible or extremely difficult to perform

120. A counter-melody is a secondary melody that complements the main melody, 
moving independently but harmonizing when heard together
Matching (Music Theory & Harmony): 1→D, 2→B, 3→E, 4→C, 5→A

121. D — To maintain a consistent tempo by providing a steady click that marks each 
beat

122. C — Play pairs of melodies: 'Ode to Joy' (mostly steps) vs. 'Star-Spangled Banner' 
(many leaps). Students hold a flat hand for steps and jump their hand for leaps 
as they listen. Assessment: play 5 new melodies and have students categorize 
each as 'stepwise,' 'leapy,' or 'mixed' on a worksheet, drawing the melodic 
contour.

123. A — Graphic notation allows freedom for unconventional sounds and encourages 
creative interpretation, but it's ambiguous — different performers may interpret 
the same score very differently, and precise recreation of performances is 
difficult

124. D — D, F#, and A

125. A — Contrabassoon

126. C — It encourages efficiency and immediacy but may discourage complex forms 
that need time to develop, representing both an opportunity and a limitation

127. The use of improvisation, blues scales, and syncopated rhythms that jazz passed 
to rock through rhythm and blues

128. Stepwise motion is easier to sing and follow, while leaps create excitement and 
contrast — starting with steps establishes the melody before adding dramatic 
leaps

129. Two numbers at the beginning of a piece that tell how many beats are in each 
measure and which note gets one beat

130. Timbre (tone color) — each instrument produces a unique combination of 
overtones that gives it a distinctive sound quality
Matching (Rhythm and Beat Basics): 1→E, 2→C, 3→D, 4→A, 5→B



131. D — Highly effective — body percussion removes the complexity of instrument 
technique, allowing students to focus purely on rhythm. It's accessible (no 
instruments needed), engaging, and builds kinesthetic understanding.

132. A — How high or low a sound is

133. A — A tie connects two notes of the same pitch and adds their durations 
together. A slur connects notes of different pitches and means to play them 
smoothly connected.

134. A — To showcase how a single melody can be transformed through different 
musical treatments

135. B — Jazz values individual creative expression within a harmonic framework, 
using chord symbols that give performers freedom, while classical notation 
specifies nearly every detail

136. B — G

137. It's effective for motivation and initial learning but limited as a replacement. 
Real-time apps teach pattern recognition and timing but don't develop the 
ability to read ahead, understand musical structure, or play independently from 
new sheet music.

138. Harmony theory enhances creativity by expanding the palette of possibilities. 
Knowing why certain progressions work helps musicians make deliberate 
choices, break rules effectively, and express ideas they can hear in their heads. 
Creativity is not limited by knowledge — it's empowered by it.

139. The harp is too large and fragile to carry while marching

140. Ternary form (ABA)
Matching (Rhythm and Beat Basics): 1→A, 2→E, 3→B, 4→C, 5→D

141. C — Fewer notes in a scale limit melodic variety but create a more distinctive, 
focused sound. More notes allow greater complexity and variety. Each scale 
system reflects the musical values and aesthetics of its culture.

142. B — Standard notation shows exact pitches, rhythms, and dynamics. Lead sheets 
show chord changes and lyrics but leave rhythm and melody interpretation to 
the performer. Standard notation is precise; lead sheets offer creative freedom.

143. D — Power chords are deliberately ambiguous (neither major nor minor) which 
suits rock's raw energy and distortion. Jazz ballads need the third to establish 
harmonic color, emotional nuance, and serve as a foundation for melodic 
improvisation.



144. D — Their f-holes face the audience, projecting sound outward

145. C — The recurring 'A' section provides familiarity and unity, while the contrasting 
episodes provide variety

146. C — A 'Jazz-tronica' genre combining jazz improvisation and harmony with 
electronic beats and synthesizers — featuring saxophone solos over programmed 
drum patterns with synth pads providing harmonic foundation

147. Assign each student a specific role (melody writer, harmony creator, rhythm 
designer, lyrics author, arranger) and establish a shared key, tempo, and form 
before they begin, then combine parts in a workshop session

148. The speed of the beat

149. 'Mary Had a Little Lamb' uses small steps within a narrow range, making it simple 
and singable. Beethoven's Fifth uses a dramatic short-short-short-LONG motif 
with larger intervals and rhythmic urgency, creating intensity.

150. C, E, and G
Matching (Rhythm and Beat Basics): 1→A, 2→D, 3→C, 4→B, 5→E

151. A — The higher note vibrates at exactly twice the frequency of the lower note, 
creating a natural acoustic relationship that our ears perceive as 'the same note, 
only higher'

152. A — C♭ (or enharmonically, B)

153. C — Three or more notes played at the same time

154. C — Gold produces a warmer, darker tone quality compared to silver's brighter 
sound

155. A — Rap prioritizes lyrical storytelling which requires longer verse sections, while 
the hook serves as a brief, catchy anchor

156. B — Music shifted from being a communal, spiritual, live experience controlled 
by institutions to an individual, on-demand, commercial product controlled by 
listeners

157. Different instruments have different timbres (tone colors) that evoke different 
emotions — a melody on trumpet sounds heroic, while the same melody on oboe 
sounds plaintive

158. 72 beats

159. Write notes that are higher or lower than the five lines of the staff can show

160. The claim is too strong — electronic keyboards offer convenience and versatility, 
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but acoustic pianos provide superior touch response and resonance that many 
musicians prefer
Matching (Rhythm and Beat Basics): 1→E, 2→A, 3→D, 4→B, 5→C

161. It wanted to learn its scales!

162. "You complete my chord!"

163. It always knew how to beat the crowd!

164. A loop-hole in the music!

165. They couldn't find common ground!

166. "You're really keeping me on track!"
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